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USE OF ENGLISH CRITERIA TABLE 
 

 Marks  

Band 1 
 

‘excellent’: fully 
operational command 

18 – 20 • very few slips/errors 

• highly fluent 

• very effective use of expressions and idioms 

• excellent use of vocabulary; (near) faultless 
grammar 

• excellent sentence structure and organisation of 
paragraphs 

• excellent spelling/punctuation. 

Band 2 
 

‘good-very good’: 
effective command 

14 – 17 • few slips/errors 

• fluent 

• effective use of expressions/idioms 

• good use of vocabulary; sound grammar 

• good sentence structure/well-organised paragraphs 

• good spelling/punctuation. 

Band 3 
 

‘average’: reasonable 
command 

10 – 13 • some slips/basic errors but acceptable standard 
overall 

• reasonably fluent/not difficult to read 

• generally appropriate use of expressions/idioms 

• fair range and apt use of basic vocabulary; 
acceptable grammar 

• simple/unambitious sentence 
structure/paragraphing 

• reasonable spelling/punctuation. 

Band 4 
 

‘flawed but not weak’: 
inconsistent command 

6 – 9 • regular and frequent slips/errors 

• hesitant fluency/not easy to follow at times 

• some inappropriate expressions/idioms 

• limited range of vocabulary; faulty grammar 

• some flawed sentence structure/paragraphing 

• regular spelling/punctuation errors. 

Band 5 
 

‘weak-very weak’: 
little/(no) effective 

communication 

0 – 5 • almost every line contains (many) slips/errors of all 
kinds 

• little/(no) fluency/difficult (almost impossible) to 
follow 

• (very) poor use of expression/idiom 

• (very) poor range of vocabulary: (very) poor 
grammar 

• (very) poor sentence structure/paragraphing 

• (very) poor spelling/punctuation. 
 
bracketed descriptors denote 0–2 range of marks. 
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CONTENT CRITERIA TABLE 
 

Band 1 
 

‘excellent’: 
 

very good and 
comprehensive 

knowledge/understanding 
of topic 

26 – 30 • comprehensive coverage, totally relevant material, 
perceptive, analytical 

• thoughtful, enlightening illustration using local, 
national and international examples where 
applicable 

• coherent and engaging discussion, displaying 
sensitivity, sophistication, awareness and maturity 

• (very) well structured. 

Band 2 
 

‘good-very good’: 
 

good knowledge/ 
understanding of topic 

20 – 25 • totally (near totally) relevant, well focused but less 
analytical and perceptive than Band 1 

• major points well developed 

• (very) good range of examples/illustration 

• logical and systematic discussion 

• effectively structured. 

Band 3 UPPER 
 

‘average’: 
 

sound knowledge/ 
understanding of topic 

16 – 19 • competent: major points adequately developed 

• largely relevant and remains focused on the 
question 

• reasonable range of examples/illustration to support 
key points 

• reasonably structured. 

Band 3 LOWER 
 

fair knowledge/ 
understanding of topic 

13 – 15 • more obvious points mentioned rather than 
adequately developed 

• some digression, but generally sticks to the question 

• does not always support major points with apt 
illustration 

• tendency to assert/generalise rather than 
argue/discuss in detail 

• may lack focus. 

Band 4 
 

‘flawed but not weak: 
limited knowledge/ 

understanding of topic’ 

7 – 12 • restricted material/scope: rather pedestrian 

• some relevance but may be implicit/tangential at 
times 

• prone to unsubstantiated, sweeping statements: 
ideas vague and/or lacking sustained development: 
can be digressive and wander off topic 

• limited illustration and/or factual inaccuracy 

• insufficient focus; essay offloads everything known 
about the particular topic with inadequate reference 
to the key words in the question.  

Band 5 
 

‘weak-very weak’: 
poor/very poor 

knowledge/ 
understanding of topic 

0 – 6 • (totally) inadequate content with little/no substance: 
(very) vague and confused ideas 

• question largely (completely) 
misinterpreted/misunderstood 

• very limited (total) irrelevance 

• very limited/(no) appropriate illustration. 
 

bracketed descriptors denote 0 – 2 range. 
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1 ‘Young people are sometimes treated as second-class citizens.’ How far would you agree  
 that this is the situation in your country?  
 
 Keywords: ‘Young people’ and ‘second-class citizens’ and ‘How far’ and ‘agree’ and ‘your  
 country’. 

 

• Lack of rights for under 18s 

• Stereotyping 

• Idealistic/dynamic – yet labelled irresponsible/threatening 

• Degree of parental control – excessive/liberal – equality with the family 

• Level of access to resources/decision-making/respect/status in society 

• Facilities for young people (e.g. employment/youth organisations/counselling) 

• Degree of exploitation (child labour/low wages/coercion) 

• Effect of poverty/class or caste system/social expectations/orphans – ‘street kids’ 
 
 
2 How important is it for a government to respect popular opinion? 
 

Keywords:  ‘How important’ and ‘government’ and ‘respect popular opinion’. 
 

• Define popular 

• Popular uprising – people power can be effective (e.g. Arab Spring) 

• Minority governs the majority 

• Respect basic human rights 

• Communication through technology – quick to organise protests 

• Media – greater awareness of global events 
 

• Is it popular or just the powerful influence of minority groups (e.g. fundamentalism) 

• Can respect popular opinion but still a need to adopt unpopular measures (e.g. austerity  
 measures) 

• Mandate to govern in a democracy/must be seen as transparent 

• Repression – lack of respect – violent outcome (e.g. war in Syria) 
 
 
3 ‘Terrorists should be treated as criminals, not as political prisoners.’ Discuss. 
 
 Keywords: ‘Terrorists’ and ‘criminals’ and ‘political prisoners’ and ‘Discuss’. 
 

• Depends on definition of terrorism 

• Depends on definition of criminal/political prisoners 

• Arrested for political protests against repression or for killing innocent people 

• Depends on political/cultural viewpoint 

• Protect against attacks on civilians but also respect human rights and the rule of law (e.g.  
 Abu Qatada – blocked deportation to Jordan – terrorist or political prisoner?) 
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4 How far can a country’s economy depend on only one main industry? 
 
 Keywords: ‘How far’ and ‘economy’ and ‘depend’ and ‘one main industry’. 
 

• Middle East – oil rich – provides all necessary wealth but sometimes only for the elite 

• Tourism – a range of businesses – what happens if things change/unstable government  
 (e.g. Egypt) 

• Difficult to be insular with growing globalisation – need to trade with the world 

• Diversification to protect skills/jobs 

• Open to exploitation 

• At the whim of recession/change in trends – could result in economic collapse 

• Perpetuate poverty (e.g. only focus on agriculture in some countries) 
 
 

5 To what extent is medical aid benefitting the poorer areas of the world? 
 
 Keywords: ‘To what extent’ and ‘medical aid’ and ‘benefitting’ and ‘poorer areas’. 
 

• Charity organisations (e.g. provides essential medical donations to the developing world) 

• Provides 35 million people/100 countries with medical aid 

• Desire for equality/human rights 

• Immunisation programme – HIV drugs in Africa 

• How much aid actually reaches its destination 

• Trained medical personnel needed (e.g. the Chinese Foundation for Poverty Alleviation –  
 provides medical education/training) 

• Isolation of particular countries 

• Lack of medical infrastructure (e.g. adequate hospitals) 

• Depends on government stability 
 
 
6 Assess the efficiency of your country’s transport network. 
 
 Keywords: ‘Assess’ and ‘efficiency’ and ‘your’ and ‘transport network’. 
 Must be an assessment, not just a list, and relate to ‘your’ country 
 

• Road infrastructure 

• In relation to industry/urbanisation/rural areas/tourism, etc. 

• Access to public transport/rail/air/ferries 

• In relation to climatic conditions/geography/obstacles 

• Government policy/decision making – demands for growth (e.g. tourism industry) 

• Balanced against the demands/needs of locals 

• Degree of environmental destruction 

• Future planning – possibly as part of a reasoned conclusion 
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7 How far would you agree that the Internet is helping to improve the health and well-being  
 of society? 
 
 Keywords: ‘How far’ and ‘agree’ and ‘Internet’ and ‘improve’ and ‘health and well-being’. 

• Access to health information from around the world 

• Minor ailments can be self-diagnosed 

• Well informed 

• Encourages more self-awareness 

• Can share common health problems via Twitter/Facebook/email 

• Join specific groups, especially local 

• Download and print off medical information/health instructions/videos 
 

• Can encourage hypochondria/misdiagnosis 

• Anything can be put on the Internet – selling of suspect medicines/surgery/information 

• Perceive doctor/hospital visits as unnecessary 

• Inactivity/addiction (Internet) 
 
 
8 To what extent is it important for a good film to have a big budget? Refer to specific  
 examples. 
 
 Keywords: ‘To what extent’ and ‘important’ and ‘good film’ and ‘big budget’. 
 

• Personal definition of ‘good film’ 

• Depends on theme/plot – sci-fi/fantasy/horror/technology based films require expensive  
 special effects to create convincing illusions for the audience 

• Cost depends on the number of people involved and the status of the main actors 

• Low budget films can create suspense/horror through atmosphere/off-camera suggestions  
 (e.g. Paranormal Activity, Blair Witch Project) – all with unknown actors 

• Plotting/character development/script are the most important aspects of a good film 

• Special effects should be secondary to good story-telling but are sometimes necessary and  
 need to be convincing (e.g. Avatar/Titanic) 

• ‘Big budget’ is secondary to the skills and vision of the director/actors 
 
 

9 Today, with modern technology, not just journalists but everyone can create news.  
 Discuss the effects of these developments. 
 
 Keywords: ‘modern technology’ and ‘everyone’ and ‘create’ and ‘journalists’ and ‘effects’. 
 

• Majority possess smartphones with integrated cameras – always accessible at any time 

• Instant access to internet – share with wider community 

• News as it happens (e.g. Arab Spring/London riots) 

• Increasing use by news channels/newspapers 

• Difficult to censor/control by political regimes 

• Spontaneous/honest/authentic 
 

• Often unverifiable/location can be unclear 

• Lacks professional commentary 

• Invaluable but needs analysis and editing, so a journalist view is necessary 

• People can communicate without the need for news channels 

• The voice of ordinary people can be heard 
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10 ‘It is not the singer but the song that counts.’ How far do you agree? 
 
 Keywords: ‘singer’ and ‘song’ and ‘How far’ and ‘agree’. 
 

• Musicals – songs linked with plot (e.g. Evita, Les Miserables) 

• Classic songs covered by many 

• Song-writing requires talent/creativity 

• Songs can follow trends/genres 

• Songs can be personal/emotional/universal in theme – people identify with them 

• Popularity of karaoke – singer entertains despite variable quality 

• Recognition of the need for a ‘good voice’ – ability to capture the emotions of words  
 (pitch/tone/in time/‘hitting’ the right note are all important 

• A singer could ruin the song 

• Melody or rhythm can be more important than the song 


