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Introduction 

 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify candidate responses for those teaching Cambridge International 
AS Level English General Paper 8021. There are 2 sections in Paper 2 and candidates must answer all 
questions. These questions consist of a range of sub-questions. These include questions which require short 
answers and more extended answers which require responses of up to 120 words.  
 

The sample responses used here for illustrative purposes (prior to the first sitting of 8021 in 2019), come 
from a different version of the Cambridge International AS level General Paper which contains a paper that is 
very similar to the format of the new 8021 paper 2.  This variant tests the same skills for the same number of 
marks using similar question construction and variation. 
 
The mark scheme from this variant has been included in this booklet to help you understand how these 
highly comparable assessment criteria have been applied. 

 
In this booklet, we have provided four answers for each of the questions with some examiner comments after 
each response.  
 
Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support   
  

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Assessment overview 

 

Paper 2 – Comprehension 
 
Written paper,  
1 hour 45 minutes hours,  
50 marks 
Candidates answer compulsory questions on reading material. The paper has two sections and each is 
worth 25 marks. Candidates must answer all questions in each of the two sections on the paper. 
Externally assessed 
50% of the AS Level 
 
 
The assessment objectives (AOs) tested in this paper are: 
 
AO1 Selection and application of information 

 Demonstrate understanding of information from a variety of material. 

 Identify, select and interpret relevant data, information and examples. 

 Apply information that exemplifies ideas and opinions. 
 
AO2 Analysis and evaluation 

 Demonstrate the ability to analyse the meaning of language as used in its context. 

 Develop explanations with examples, analysis and evaluation. 

 Develop, analyse and evaluate arguments and make supported judgements. 
 
AO3 Communication using written English 

 Write structured responses, using a range of appropriate language for a variety of purposes. 

 Communicate information, ideas and opinions clearly and accurately. 

 Construct cohesive and organised responses, linking ideas and arguments. 
 
 
The sections consist of a range of sub-questions.  These include questions which require short answers and 
more extended answers of up to 120 words.  
 
In section A, candidates are required to explain and interpret the information provided in the material to 
show understanding.  They are also required to respond by writing a persuasive text that expresses an 
opinion and justifies a conclusion. 
 
In section B, candidates are required to demonstrate the ability to read for detailed understanding at word, 
sentence and paragraph level. They are required to demonstrate understanding of how language features 
are used in a variety of styles and registers.  Candidates are assessed on how they analyse and evaluate 
the material to show an awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of different kinds of information 
presented. They are required identify and analyse inference. 
 
 
All questions will be based on unseen material on an insert accompanying the question paper.  The texts 
may originate from either print or online material, for example, reports, reviews, essays, blogs, scripts, 
speeches and descriptions.  Other material may include, for example, diagrams, data and notes. 
 
The unseen material will be up to 900 words in length. The number of words does not include any 
introductory notes or glossary notes. 
 
The balance of assessment of reading and writing skills is equal.   
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Material for Section A from the Insert 
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Material for Section B from the Insert 
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Sample candidate response 1 Section A 
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Sample candidate response 1 Section B 
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Examiner comments (Response 1) Mark 48 

Consistently good performance over all the questions 

1), 2), 3) 1 mark each 

4i) develops 4 valid considerations and prose largely clear and 

accurate.  

4ii) Makes 5 points which are mostly developed  

5) 2 marks out of a maximum of 2 

6), 7), 8), 1 mark each 

9) No marks 

10 i), ii) & iii) 1 mark per point to a maximum of 5 in each 

part 

11i) Offers 3 correct reasons  

11ii) Clear paraphrasing  

11iii) Clear explanation  

 

(3 marks) 

 

(9 marks) 

 

(10 marks) 

(2 marks) 

 

(3 marks) 

(0 marks) 

(14 marks) 

 

 

(3 marks) 

(2 marks) 

(2 marks) 

 
 
 



Sample Answers – Paper 2 

14 Cambridge International AS & A Level English General Paper (8021) 

 

Sample candidate response 2 Section A 
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Sample candidate response 2 Section B 
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Examiner comments (Response 2) Mark 47 

Develops points concisely and understanding is clearly shown. 

Loses marks on Question 1 and 11ii) as misunderstands the 

quoted phrase. 

1), 0 marks 

2), 3) 1 mark each 

Question 4 is well-organised 

4i) develops 4 valid considerations and prose largely clear and 

accurate.  

4ii) Makes 5 points which are mostly developed  

5) 2 marks out of a maximum of 2 

6), 7), 8), 9) 1 mark each 

10 i), ii)  1 mark per point to a maximum of 5 in each part 

iii) 1 mark per point to a maximum of 4 

11i) Offers 3 correct reasons  

11ii) Clear paraphrasing  

11iii) Clear explanation  

 

 

 

 

(0 marks) 

(2 marks) 

 

 

(10 marks) 

 

(10 marks) 

(2 marks) 

(4 marks) 

 

(10 marks) 

(4 marks) 

(3 marks) 

 

(0 marks) 

(2 marks) 
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Sample candidate response 3 Section A 

 
Script 5 E2 
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Sample candidate response 3 Section B 
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Examiner comments (Response 3) Mark 31 

Some problems with understanding information /vocabulary 

which affects the MCQ scores throughout. 

Q1 1/1 

Q2 0/1 

Q3 1/1 

 

4i) 4 points captured and development not consistent, so one 

criteria not satisfied, hence 8 marks. Exceeds word limit by 

quite a lot and credit is lost due to lack of concision. 

4ii) 3 points and development not consistent so two criteria 

not satisfied, hence 6 marks. Exceeds word limit by quite a lot 

and credit is lost due to lack of concision. 

Q5 The candidate has looked in the list of information to be 

considered rather than the passage for one of their answers. 

Q 6-9. Less successful at interpretation / inference questions 

Q6 0/1 

Q7 0/1 

Q8 1/1 

Q9 1/1 

10i) 5/5 

10ii) Lists three benefits only and repeats point about pollution 

10 iii) Unable to identify and explain idea of insurance issue. 

11i) & ii) Scores zero for both as understanding / explanation 

of inference is weak. 

11iii) 

 

 

 

(2 marks) 

 

 

 

(8 marks) 

 

 

(6 marks) 

 

 

 

(1 marks) 

 

 

 

 

(2 marks) 

 

 

(5 marks) 

(3 marks) 

(2 marks) 

(0 marks + 

0 marks) 

 

(2 marks) 
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Sample candidate response 4 Section A 

 
Script 7 I2 
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Sample candidate response 4 Section B 
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Examiner comments (Response 4) Mark 31 

 

 

Q1 1 

Q2 1 

Q3 1 

 

4i)  Makes 4 points though not always clearly expressed. Exceeds word 
limit by quite a lot and credit is lost due to lack of concision. 

4 ii) Quite clumsily expressed, does not make 4 valid considerations so 2 
criteria are not satisfied. Exceeds word limit by quite a lot and credit is 
lost due to lack of concision. 

Doesn’t write as economically with occasional lack of clarity. Has some 
difficulty interpreting given material Q5.  

Vocab not so strong Q6 to 9. 

Q10i) Provides 3 of the 5 examples 

Q10ii) Provides all 5 benefits of cycling 

Q10iii) Fails to explain why the author does not believe Insurance will 
work (i.e. there will be problems identifying cyclists) 

 

11i) Gives 2 valid reasons  

11ii) Doesn’t understand inference of given phrase  

11iii) Has some idea of the reason but not able to express this clearly 
and some lack of control over vocabulary ‘arrogant of denouncing them 
stringently’.  

  

 

 

(1 mark) 

(1 mark) 

(1 mark) 

 

(8 marks) 

 

(5 marks) 

 

(0 marks) 

(1 mark) 

(3 marks) 

(5 marks) 

(3 marks) 

 

 

(2 marks) 

(0 marks) 

(1 mark) 
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Mark scheme  
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