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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/21
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with approaches in term of parenting and children respecting their
parents. Question 5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can
be their own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b)
should be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to no more than 200 character limit.

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. Some managed to respond to the questions fully, using clear expressions and giving
focused answers with very good vocabulary.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and skimming out the key information. It is important that candidates
cover all the points required by the questions, and give full answers to gain all available marks. Candidates
should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation; if a question has 3 marks, 3 distinct pieces of
information will be needed. In some cases candidates had clearly understood the questions, but did not
provide full enough answers to be credited with the full mark available.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

The majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. This is an important point, as
material written beyond the upper character limit will not be marked by examiners.

In general, it is noticeable that Question 5(a) is still less well-answered compared to other questions.
Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make sure they understand the specific
focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can improve by working on the skills to
summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases valuable character-space was taken up on
items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

The overall response was very good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the right synonyms
from the passage and write them accurately. Most candidates secured the marks for all the questions and (a)
was the best answered overall. Questions (b) and (e) were sometimes answered incorrectly with ‘# =’ for
(b) and ‘7kiZ’ for (e) being the most common errors. Candidates must remember that the aim of this question
is to find the word/phrase that has the closest meaning to the word/phrase given in the question.

Question 2

A strong performance was seen on this question, with many candidates achieving full marks. Candidates
showed that they are able to manipulate connective words competently. Question 2(b) proved a little
challenging to some less able candidates, as it required candidates to re-order the sentence. Furthermore,
there were a small number of candidates who missed out 4 in their answers, resulting in a slight change in
the meaning, which could not be credited. For Question 2(c) candidates needed to remember to remove
Bp4& from their answer in order to demonstrate the correct use of &----- Afieeeees

Question 3

Most candidates performed well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading passage
well. Some interesting language was used in the answers provided including a good selection of linking
words. This contributed to some good scores for Quality of Language in this question, provided the content
was accurate.

A high percentage of candidates were able to use the information from the passage to answer questions.
Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks
to be awarded. As mentioned in the general comments above, it is essential that candidates take note of the
mark allocation when they write their answers, in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the
maximum marks for each answer.

The opening Question 3(a) was well answered. Only a small number of candidates provided incorrect
answers such as, # &KX 4 ; #%TF 5 X & B A &M, Those answers were not rooted in the text and no
marks can be awarded for general knowledge, as the skill being tested is reading comprehension. In 3(b)
candidates needed to include the answer /s % 47T A% 3% F €] & % % 69 =1 1T to score full marks. In order to
improve, candidates should make sure they read the whole paragraph where the answers are located and to
check the mark allocation to ensure they have provided enough separate points. For 3(c) it was good to see
a variety of good answers, T ALE T T K AR BF A DT 5 AMEKRBIEATR LR T ;

TN MR R % /. All those answers demonstrated skills in writing Chinese, which contributed towards
the Quality of Language mark. Similarly, for 3(d), some able candidates used a wide range of linking words
when answering the question, i.e. &% ; TAL-w-e- W Hoeeeeees UG/ BLIL. Excellent key points were made,
like, ZAFAEN; BT MEZETMNGRE, WIFZRTH FE2EMEK;, ALZA. £2LLF,
%% K3 F % %. Most candidates answered 3(e) well. However, a few candidates gave answers like

#5 3% -F — 2435, which was not sufficient to warrant a mark because the key verb 34 was missing.

Question 4

Candidates scored very well in this question. The overall performance for this question was slightly better
than for Question 3. Most candidates were able to show they had understood the information provided,
some by selecting the correct parts from the text. More able candidates were able to show that they had
understood the messages given in the passage and could then digest the information to produce answers
using their own words.

Candidates performed very well in 4(a), (b) and (c). Candidates secured marks by giving all the details
required. For instance, %4~ £ #7 for 4(b). Furthermore, a variety of expressions was used in 4(c), e.g.

RO A S A E AL AR B ] B RUEE A SRR, AR ARIRT & Answers
for 4(d) were mixed. The question explicitly asked candidates to use their own word to # 4% the key concept.
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However, most candidates ended up giving answers like % &% F i 45 #.9F 7 & % 4%, which is not
mentioned in the text. The text is focused on the effort/care parents put in for their children’s education rather
than the financial side; furthermore, #5 85-F % 3% 4 is not adequate to warrant a mark as financial support
must be included. Again, not all candidates remembered to look for 4 different points for the 4 mark question,
as a result, 4(d) was the least well answered compared to other parts of the question. For 4(e), the vast
majority of candidates managed to secure full marks.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Over half of the candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many relevant points from both
passages. Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. Candidates who paid
careful attention to the question which had been asked, and focused their attention on specific details of how
parents and children feel the love of their family had little difficulty in scoring good marks. Furthermore, they
managed to illustrate their own ideas in between the summary task, which was excellent to see and this
resulted in high marks for 5(b).

Only a few candidates secured full marks for Question 5(a). Quite a large number of candidates did not
seem to have fully understood the question, as they tended to drift off topic or talk about their personal
experience without making any reference to the texts. In some cases candidates picked parts of the texts
which were irreverent to the question asked. In order to achieve high marks for Question 5(a), candidates
needed to discuss the details given in passage 1, such as spending time with their children; not putting too
much pressure on their child; to listen to their child etc. Weaker responses tended to be unbalanced,
sometimes drawing all points from Passage 1 and not including information from Passage 2 at all. In some
cases, candidates concentrated on the idea of how children feel rather than how the parents feel. In order to
write within the specified character limit, candidates should refer closely to the two passages, using concise
language to cover the key points coherently, rather than using longer sentences to illustrate those points.

For 5(b), candidates should try to keep their experience or opinions concise in order to allow them to express
different views relating to the points from the texts. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative,
it is more important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to
give relevant responses to the question.

Candidates are reminded not to copy entire sentences from the texts to answer this question, as this does
not show their ability to write in Chinese. In order to score highly for Language, candidates need to
demonstrate more complex sentence structures and a good range of vocabulary. Some excellent examples
from this years’ marking: @ ## A %; HRILGT 4 XEFE; BHFFFL, HTHFER; XFBEEdL, These
are all evidence showing good language used.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for part (b).

Where candidates did not do as well, it was usually for one of the following reasons:

e Not referring to the information in the reading passages for the summary element

e giving a response to (a) that was too detailed, not leaving enough space to express personal views or
experiences in the answer to (b)

e not giving any key points relating to Question 5(a), but writing the entire piece as a personal response,
as expected in Question 5(b).
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/22
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with the benefits and enjoyment of reading and world book day.
Question 5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their
own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should
be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to no more than 200 character limit.

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. Some managed to respond to the questions fully, using clear expressions and giving
focused answers with very good vocabulary.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and skimming out the key information. It is important that candidates
cover all the points required by the questions, and give full answers to gain all available marks. Candidates
should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation; if a question has 3 marks, 3 distinct pieces of
information will be needed. In some cases candidates had clearly understood the questions, but did not
provide full enough answers to be credited with the full mark available.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

The majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. This is an important point, as
material written beyond the upper character limit will not be marked by examiners.

In general, it is noticeable that Question 5(a) is still less well-answered compared to other questions.
Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make sure they understand the specific
focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can improve by working on the skills to
summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases valuable character-space was taken up on
items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The majority of candidates performed very well in this section, showing they have a good vocabulary and
understanding of synonyms. Candidates need to remember that they must locate an appropriate synonym
from the text, rather than trying to generate a word themselves. Most incorrect answers resulted from this,
with the most common given as for #x# 1(a), ‘L% for 1(b) and # /) for 1(e), which are not in the passage.
In addition to this, some less able candidates gave answers to 1(c) like &4 . #i%. % 4=; and for 1(d)

w& & INH. R 3. Each word in Question 1 also gives the paragraph in which the synonym can be found. It
is important that candidates take note of this and read the assigned paragraph for each question in order to
work out which word has the closest meaning.

Question 2

In general, candidates did well in this question. The vast majority of candidates re-wrote the sentences
correctly using the structures given. Question 2(b) was the least well-answered. The conjunctions tested in
2(a) are very commonly used, however, a few candidates included # £ which caused an error; some
candidates omitted A 4 or Z — from their answers, which changed the meaning of the original sentence,
thus, no marks could be credited. Furthermore, a small proportion of candidates showed interference from
English, giving answers like, “ X173 2 A& w47, mEARFMAW 474HZ—". For 2(b), some
candidates did not seem to be aware that they should not include % %= in their answers together with 4. A
few candidates left out the character 4@ from their answers, and even though they managed to use the
structure “f%------ . —#” correctly, this changed meaning of the original sentence. 2(c) was the best
answered question, and most candidates scored marks. Only a handful of candidates did not score, by either
using the structure incorrectly or missing out # or % 7%, which changed the meaning. For this question,
candidates must bear in mind that they need to use the structures given in the questions to re-write the
sentence and to maintain the same meaning.

Question 3

Most candidates performed well in the Question 3 and showed that they had understood the reading
passage well. In addition to the correct content, it was good to see a variety of vocabulary used in answers,
and a good range of linking words. Answers were linked together using cohesive devices such as

TAL e o ELevecers F— FH eceeee; IR ceeees iZ-+-. All of this contributed to some high scores for Quality
of Language as well as Content.

Overall, a high percentage of candidates were able to use the information from the texts to answer
questions. Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for
all marks to be awarded. It is essential that candidates take note of the mark allocation when they write their
answers, in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

In 3(a), some candidates struggled to give two different answers to gain full marks. For this question,
candidates needed to give two different points, and answers like 45 K2 B Jfid.2 & & could only be credited
with one mark; similarly, 5 K —Z F 345 R & R F-, HapthA T A% Z 3 would gain only one mark. Other
common wrong answers were £ ¥ & —#F#60F ;B A RAEAN L L RIRA.

3(b) was very well answered; most candidates gave straightforward answers selecting appropriate wording
from the text. Some candidates managed to use their own language even for short answers like this, and
more able candidates wrote “{% %1% &, 4 K &H".

A mixed performance was seen in response to 3(c), with a number of candidates giving incomplete answers
such as, M@ L or 4k& 1. Itis essential that candidates include the verb meaning that the poems
“enable” people to #2481 £, and to %4 the poet’s or the author’s « . Candidates must be reminded that
they need to provide full answers rather than a general gist.

In 3(d), candidates needed to pay close attention to the question, which asked for 1+ 2 45 4% not #f & 45.
Candidates needed, therefore, to give the fypes of book rather than the names of the books listed in the text,
e.g. & (¥ F). Those candidates who did not manage to secure the marks frequently gave answers such
as, aEni, EFA&, LB

3(e) and 3(f) were the best answered overall and a good range of vocabulary and structures were used.
Good examples of responses given to 3(e) were it AR B A F| 380k, EEAMEEI, TABRES.
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For 3(f), those candidates who did not gain full marks could have done so by giving the four clear points
required, or by including the key verbs in their answers. Answers in the form of 5T % ## % or it./¢ /7 could
not be credited marks. A few weaker candidates needed to better understand the difference between

R &ITie /) and #2 % = % 7. Those who thought they were the same thing and only wrote one of them did
not score full marks.

Question 4

The overall performance for this question was slightly better than for Question 3. Most candidates were able
to comprehend the information provided, as they demonstrated that they were able to locate the
paragraph/section in the text where the answers were found. Some candidates carefully selected the correct
parts from the text to show their understanding of the questions, whilst more able candidates could show that
they had fully understood larger units of meaning by producing answers using their own words;.

For 4(a), a high percentage of candidates scored 2 out of 3 marks. In order to get full marks candidates
needed to include & 3 52 X JT as part of their answer. Candidates must read the whole section carefully
and understand everything in the sentence in order to score full marks.

Performance for 4(b) was mixed. Some very able candidates demonstrated excellent comprehension skills
by giving answers like %4 %A B# 2 5, XA F# £5, T4 7 'g. Others managed to identify where the
information could be found in the text and showed their understanding by giving answers like,
AHRTI0ZAERHA, TEFRRR'ES, #HAH LI XFEFF, which were perfectly acceptable. Quite a
few candidates identified the information in the text, but were not credited marks as they presented a list of
bullet points or note-form answers like, 1. 231100 % A~ E R&9A; 2. & F#; 3. 7E R 'E without
including the key information, #k 4 5 23X 57 % %) ¥, thus, the meaning was not clear. It is important that
candidates write in continuous prose, rather than lists, particularly as marks are awarded for Quality of
Language in this section.

Most candidates provided good answers for 4(c). In a few cases, candidates included an incorrect answer
£ A, which invalidated the correct answer #=4F % L #@. Candidates must be careful to read the question
carefully and to only write the correct answers to the question. In some cases, part of what is being assessed
is that candidates can select and sort through information in order to identify what is relevant and answers
the question asked. If candidates copy larger chunks of language from the passage, they risk including
incorrect information which may result in lost marks.

Almost every candidate managed to score marks for 4(d), giving detailed answers indicting David’s feelings
before the event and the changes of his mind.

The vast majority of candidates performed well on Question 4(e). A few candidates needed to include the
key words % % #. X or [ 45 4% in their answer to gain full marks, as they were the key points of information
for the question.

Performance on 4(f) was more varied. More able candidates found the question straightforward and scored
full marks. However, some candidates found it challenging to differentiate between the key words (7 /& 49)
##) and B #9, and therefore, gave answers like 70 F kALK, KRB AF, FHhEFTFHEFD,
which is the list of the activities that took place rather than the purpose of those activities, which was required
for this question.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Many candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise the relevant points from both passages.
Almost all candidates managed to keep their answers within the required character limit. Those candidates
who scored high marks for 5(a) demonstrated their ability in understanding the question and the texts as they
were able to simplify the texts and combine them, using their own words to score marks. Furthermore, they
managed to illustrate their own ideas in between the summary task, which was excellent to see and this
resulted in high marks for 5(b).
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Only few candidates secured the full mark for Question 5(a). Quite a large number of candidates did not
seem to have fully understood the question, as they tended to drift off topic or talk about their personal
experience without making any reference to the texts. In some cases candidates picked parts of the texts
which were irreverent to the question asked. For 5(b), candidates should try to keep their experience or
opinions concise in order to allow them to express different views relating to the points from the texts. It does
not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more important that the candidate demonstrates their
understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give relevant responses to the question.

Candidates are reminded not to copy entire sentences from the texts to answer this question, as this does
not show their ability to write in Chinese. In order to score highly for Language, candidates need to
demonstrate more complex sentence structures and a good range of vocabulary. Some excellent examples
from this years’ marking include: &4 17, R TF; & REANLE, PHERAXET OO,

BT ARSI, EANFIRENE, EHIERKTHEEX. These are all show examples of good
language use.

To score high marks for Question 5, candidates must read the question carefully, identify and select the key
information from the texts rather than producing a piece of totally free style creative writing. It is important to
keep a good balance between the texts as the key points are mostly evenly distributed. Furthermore, there is
no need to repeat similar points covered in 5(a) when handing 5(b).
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/23
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with public square dancing and silent disco in China. Question 5(b)
requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own
understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be
personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to no more than 200 character limit.

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. Some managed to respond to the questions fully, using clear expressions and giving
focused answers with very good vocabulary.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and skimming out the key information. It is important that candidates
cover all the points required by the questions, and give full answers to gain all available marks. Candidates
should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation; if a question has 3 marks, 3 distinct pieces of
information will be needed. In some cases candidates had clearly understood the questions, but did not
provide full enough answers to be credited with the full mark available.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

The majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. This is an important point, as
material written beyond the upper character limit will not be marked by examiners.

In general, it is noticeable that Question 5(a) is still less well-answered compared to other questions.
Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make sure they understand the specific
focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can improve by working on the skills to
summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases valuable character-space was taken up on
items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The overall response was very good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the right synonyms
from the passage and write them accurately. A large number of candidates secured the marks for all the

questions. Question 1(a) was the least answered; it seems that quite a few candidates were not familiar with
the vocabulary item, which resulted in a variety of wrong answers, including k% £; %&: 2%; #RHEk.

Question 2

Some candidates found this question challenging. Candidates in general were better at handling 4& structure
and connective like -+ RURTERID as 2(b) and 2(c) were better answered than 2(a). For 2(a), although a very
common conjunction is tested, quite a few candidates did not remember to include #7 E it in the answer,
which resulted in a change of meaning, and therefore could not be credited.

Question 3

Most candidates performed well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading passage
well. A variety of language was used and answers were linked together using a range of cohesive devices.
All of this contributed to some high scores for Quality of Language, provided the content was accurate.

A good number of candidates were able to use the information from the reading passage to answer
questions. Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for
all marks to be awarded. It is essential that candidates take note of the mark allocation when they write their
answers, in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

The maijority of candidates scored full marks for 3(a). A few candidates missed one mark by giving answers
like % # 1, which is the key concept needed to specify the comparison # 1 542 AL 3.

For 3(b), more able candidates secured full marks with good answers like, ¥ 3t 49 F A% ;
WiFFRK—RREILEFT I AEZ and EX T HZHMA; AWLLIRE %S A. Acommon wrong
answer given was B # 4% 1.

Most candidates managed to secure two or three marks for 3(c) as not everyone was able to provide all four
points required. Some candidates understood & 2|42 7 ik % and %13 £ & A T #7745 to be the same
things, thus, only wrote one point when both were needed. The last point relating to granny Zhang was
K5 49 F 4 A R 3] 525 because “their mum is more relaxed after having picked up this new hobby”,
however, quite a few candidates made the mistake in thinking “5k 4347 &9 % £ 3%4> 7. It is worth noting that
a very small number of candidates seem to have been confused between "granny Li“ in 3(b) and “granny
Zhang” in 3(c), as answers for those two questions were sometimes mixed up. It is important that candidates
read the questions carefully.

A high percentage of candidates managed to secure full marks for 3(d), and realised that both & & #% =82 T
and 1 13 & &, % ik N\ B were needed.

For 3(e), most candidates score two marks out of three. In order to get all three marks they needed to fully
understand the information in the text. In the text it says that “fi & + B A o #9& 551k,

B 6 K E £ ¥ AR, which indicates that aging is one of the issues.

Question 4

Candidates scored well in the question, but the overall performance for Question 4 was slightly lower when
compared to Question 3.

A number of good answers were given to 4(a), although a small number of candidates needed to include
Bl &9 ABkE B 893 to be awarded all available marks. It is essential that candidates are reminded to look
at the allocation of the marks for each question to ensure they give a full response.

Though 4(b) required quite straightforward answers, not everyone managed to secure the full marks. A few
candidates included wrong answers, like #£%; 1& & <F; /EE. Others simply listed all the places mentioned
in the paragraph, resulting in the inclusion of incorrect answers which invalidate the correct answers.
Candidates must be careful to read the question carefully and to only write the correct answers to the
question. In some cases, part of what is being assessed is that candidates can select and sort through
information in order to identify what is relevant and answers the question asked. If candidates copy larger
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chunks of language from the passage, they risk including incorrect information which may result in lost
marks.

4(c) was very well answered.

The majority of candidates scored three out of four marks in 4(d). One of the key points could be found at the
start of the sentence in the text. The point %) %% X311 L7 —% F3 &iR% was sometimes omitted as it
required candidates to understand the whole paragraph, and was therefore identified by only the stronger
candidates.

Question 4(e) required candidates to manipulate the text to transform the negative facts stated in the text
into positives, such as A &f 4+ K 4541 d ] £ K49 3 % etc. A number of able candidates delivered this
successfully. Quite a few candidates formulated their answer using similar language to the text, but included
a clear explanation that those phenomena had disappeared; therefore, the marks were awarded.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates continue to find this part of the paper challenging, and it the area where there is most room for
improvement. Those candidates who scored high marks were able to successfully and skilfully summarise
many relevant points from both passages.

The majority of candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. Candidates who paid careful
attention to the question which had been asked, and focused their attention on specific details of the impact
that square dancing and silent disco has on people’s lives, had little difficulty in scoring good marks.
Furthermore, they managed to illustrate their own ideas in between the summary task, which was excellent
to see and this resulted in high marks for 5(b).

In Question 5(a), quite a large number of candidates did not seem to have fully understood the question, as
they tended to drift off topic or talk about their personal experience without making any reference to the texts.
In some cases candidates picked parts of the texts which were irreverent to the question asked. In order to
achieve high marks for Question 5(a), candidates needed to discuss the details given in passage 1, such as
the positive and negative impacts that square dancing has had. Weaker responses tended to include quite a
lot of irrelevant, copied information from both texts. In order to write within the specified character limit,
candidates should refer closely to the two passages, using concise language to cover the key points
coherently, rather than using longer sentences to illustrate those points.

For 5(b), candidates should try to keep their experience or opinions in a concise style in order to allow them
to express different views and aspects relating to the valid points from the texts. It does not matter if the
opinions are positive or negative, it is more important that candidates demonstrate their understanding of the
topic discussed in the texts and give relevant responses to the question.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for part (b).

Where candidates did not do as well, it was usually for one of the following reasons:

e Not referring to the information in the reading passages for the summary element

e giving a response to (a) that was too detailed, not leaving enough space to express personal views or
experiences in the answer to (b)

e not giving any key points relating to Question 5(a), but writing the entire piece as a personal response,
as expected in Question 5(b).
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/31
Essay

Key messages

The students who achieve the highest available marks consistently demonstrate maturity in approach by:

« adhering to a logical format when setting out their arguments

. providing specific answers to specific questions

e avoiding basic grammatical errors, and

» displaying a healthy degree of technical competence when dealing with the written language.

General comments

Candidates generally responded well to this paper. Most showed their ability to understand the questions
and to use complex sentence patterns and a good range of vocabulary to develop arguments and draw
conclusions. Strong candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the question and knowledge of the
topic and great skill in providing detailed explanation of argument and clearly relevant examples as well as in
applying language with great confidence.

Despite this strong performance, examiners did note an apparent increase in the volume of blank scripts.
These tend to suggest some candidates did not feel adequately prepared enough to attempt even a partial
answer. Weaker responses were characterised by the use of colloquial language, as well as combining
Chinese and pinyin. However, such instances appeared more isolated than previous years. Finally, a rare
trend noted this year included instances where candidates appeared to neglect using punctuation, or used
the wrong type.

It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great care and fully analyse what
is being asked of them. Candidates must also be encouraged to construct their answers on the specific
question rather than default into a general topic area.

The best essays were well-structured, involving an introduction, main body and conclusion. Stronger
answers displayed candidate’s own views on the question they had selected, rather than writing what they
thought may be an acceptable opinion. Successful essays also used logical structures to link the points in a
valid argument using relevant examples.

For the language component, students need to be confident in the use of a wide range of vocabulary and be
able to write complex sentences. In some cases, candidates needed greater confidence in using basic
grammar like 4 3 £ , or they mixed two sentences together without checking the grammar.

Improvements could be made by noting the below points:

« read the questions with great care to ensure a full understanding of the question

. clearly indicate their point of view with a detailed explanation

*  provide relevant examples to support the point

« organise the essay with a clearer structure (introduction, main body and conclusion)

* make sure there is a logical linkage between the points of argument and sentences

. be aware that personal experience used in the argument may not be a good strategy to explain an idea
or form a convincing argument

e use more extensive vocabulary and complex sentence structures.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 £ &
REHER “FlB FEX”?

A large number of candidates opted for this question. Most of them convincingly argued the importance of
family as a harbour.

Strong candidates were able to explain how a more harmonious family life provided people with confidence
and a safety net when faced with challenges in life. Further, that happiness at home makes all affairs in life
very prosperous. These candidates also provided various examples of obstacles that may arise in life and
how, with the family as their cornerstone, they may be addressed. Such fulsome responses, with well-argued
pertinent examples, were worthy of high marks.

In contrast, some candidates considered the importance of family in a very general manner. This lack of
specificity, as well as use of apt examples, meant they did not achieve the highest band in content.

Question 2 % A4 #

S RALARBET — R AR, A RMFAKTH?

Candidates who attempted this question handled the task with a great deal of confidence and conviction.
The ideal of being ‘eco-friendly’ seemed to be candidates’ top criteria for a model city, and their reasons for
this were well set out. Some candidates focussed on the humanity side by convincing their readers on the
importance of free education and free healthcare, which was truly insightful and heart-warming.

Overall, this resulted in many highly-commendable performances.

Question 3 157

HREAFDARMESTTOE RN,

This question was a popular choice. Stronger performances were where candidates convincingly argued that
hope is one of the most important mental traits in life. They effectively provided examples of well-known
historical figures who accomplished their goals by conquering difficulties and set-backs. Weaker

performances showed inanition: some candidates merely chose a religion and spent the entire essay talking
about its particular features, which was insufficient to address the task.

Question 4 ##%

T2 P % ERE T VAARE B &g KA A R E A, RFOEEALET, REAED? T

%o

The vast majority of candidates who opted for this question were able to show good knowledge of the topic
of tourism. Stronger candidates handled the task competently with a focused argument, such as the
importance of personal physical experience of travel and highlighting the need for personal interaction and
appreciation for local customs. Some other responses focussed too heavily on how the internet can assist
people with their travel planning, or concentrated overly on the convenience of the internet.

Question 5 X i =
PH Y A4 2 AR AR =0, AMNT a5 Ehire. (RELAE?

Too few candidates responded to this question to make any meaningful comments.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/32
Essay

Key messages

The candidates who achieve the highest available marks consistently demonstrate maturity in approach by:

» adhering to a logical format when setting out their arguments

. providing specific answers to specific questions

e avoiding basic grammatical errors, and

« displaying a healthy degree of technical competence when dealing with the written language.

General comments

Candidates generally responded well to this paper. Most showed their ability to understand the questions
and to use complex sentence patterns and a good range of vocabulary to develop arguments and draw
conclusions. Strong candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the question and knowledge of the
topic and great skill in providing detailed explanation of argument and clearly relevant examples as well as in
applying language with great confidence.

Despite this strong performance, examiners did note an apparent increase in the volume of blank scripts.
These tend to suggest some candidates did not feel adequately prepared enough to attempt even a partial
answer. Weaker responses were characterised by the use of colloquial language, as well as combining
Chinese and pinyin. However, such instances appeared more isolated than previous years. Finally, a rare
trend noted this year included instances where candidates appeared to neglect using punctuation, or used
the wrong type.

It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great care and fully analyse what
is being asked of them. Candidates must also be encouraged to construct their answers on the specific
question rather than default into a general topic area.

The best essays were well-structured, involving an introduction, main body and conclusion. Stronger
answers displayed candidate’s own views on the question they had selected, rather than writing what they
thought may be an acceptable opinion. Successful essays also used logical structures to link the points in a
valid argument using relevant examples.

For the language component, students need to be confident in the use of a wide range of vocabulary and be
able to write complex sentences. In some cases, candidates needed greater confidence in using basic
grammar like 4 3 £ , or they mixed two sentences together without checking the grammar.

Improvements could be made by noting the below points:

« read the questions with great care to ensure a full understanding of the question

. clearly indicate their point of view with a detailed explanation

*  provide relevant examples to support the point

« organise the essay with a clearer structure (introduction, main body and conclusion)

* make sure there is a logical linkage between the points of argument and sentences

. be aware that personal experience used in the argument may not be a good strategy to explain an idea
or form a convincing argument

e use more extensive vocabulary and complex sentence structures.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 K&

FRAAERG EE” . RRED? Fitit,

A large number of candidates opted for this question. Most of them agreed that the family is the cradle of
development, when it comes to cultivating and forming one’s personality, and explained how parents’
behaviours affect children in a subtle way and affect their personality. Strong candidates were not only able
to show a clear opinion with detailed explanations and coherent argument, but also provide clearly relevant
examples to support the argument. Some candidates talked about the importance of family education in a
very general manner, which meant they did not achieve the highest band.

Question 2 3% § &£ 7%
HANH, THOSHETHRNEREZT, IRELAAF?

This was another popular question this year. The majority of candidates have shown good knowledge of the
key differences between life in the city and the countryside. Strong candidates were able to analyse and
explain the reasons why the quiet country life ideal is diminishing, e.g. through urbanisation, the
development of tourism, and the continual lure of a better life in the city, with good examples. Some
interesting answers involved more subjective explanations, e.g. the quiet and peaceful country life still exists
but ‘we’ are farther away from it because ‘we’ choose the convenient city life. Weaker responses tended to
merely focus on the broad differences between life in the city and the country.

Question 3 1217

TARAMGHAY 42, IREFEM?

Fewer candidate chose to answer this question. However, for those that did they were able to provide a
strong argument that faith is the spiritual and emotional support of people, and include relevant examples to
bolster the point. Weaker responses tended to show a lack of supporting examples.

Question 4 3R 7%

R FT VAA R H A KA R A, F T

This proved to be a very popular question. Most candidates were able to show good knowledge on the topic
of tourism. Some candidates handled the task competently with a focused argument, such as that tourism
can offer opportunities for development in the poorest areas. Other responses only pointed out that tourism
can provide general development opportunities, which lacked sufficient detail or complexity to reach the
highest marking bands.

Question 5 LALIE £
HTEHAEEMMERRR AR BT, RELAER?

This was another very well-answered question, in spite of the fact it was chosen by a small number of
candidates. The majority of those who did, agreed that the true value of antiques cannot be measured by
money. The best responses showed careful analysis of the topic and strong arguments on why antiques are
priceless treasures. A small number of responses were not supported by good examples, or did not contain
detailed explanation or coherent argument.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/33
Essay

Key messages

The candidates who achieve the highest available marks consistently demonstrate maturity in approach by:

» adhering to a logical format when setting out their arguments

. providing specific answers to specific questions

e avoiding basic grammatical errors, and

« displaying a healthy degree of technical competence when dealing with the written language.

General comments

Candidates generally responded well to this paper. Most showed their ability to understand the questions
and to use complex sentence patterns and a good range of vocabulary to develop arguments and draw
conclusions. Strong candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the question and knowledge of the
topic and great skill in providing detailed explanation of argument and clearly relevant examples as well as in
applying language with great confidence.

Despite this strong performance, examiners did note an apparent increase in the volume of blank scripts.
These tend to suggest some candidates did not feel adequately prepared enough to attempt even a partial
answer. Weaker responses were characterised by the use of colloquial language, as well as combining
Chinese and pinyin. However, such instances appeared more isolated than previous years. Finally, a rare
trend noted this year included instances where candidates appeared to neglect using punctuation, or used
the wrong type.

It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great care and fully analyse what
is being asked of them. Candidates must also be encouraged to construct their answers on the specific
question rather than default into a general topic area.

The best essays were well-structured, involving an introduction, main body and conclusion. Stronger
answers displayed candidate’s own views on the question they had selected, rather than writing what they
thought may be an acceptable opinion. Successful essays also used logical structures to link the points in a
valid argument using relevant examples.

For the language component, students need to be confident in the use of a wide range of vocabulary and be
able to write complex sentences. In some cases, candidates needed greater confidence in using basic
grammar like 4 3 £ , or they mixed two sentences together without checking the grammar.

Improvements could be made by noting the below points:

« read the questions with great care to ensure a full understanding of the question

. clearly indicate their point of view with a detailed explanation

*  provide relevant examples to support the point

« organise the essay with a clearer structure (introduction, main body and conclusion)

* make sure there is a logical linkage between the points of argument and sentences

. be aware that personal experience used in the argument may not be a good strategy to explain an idea
or form a convincing argument

e use more extensive vocabulary and complex sentence structures.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 £ &
REBRR %S, THAKS. HRRED? FHitik,

A good number of candidates opted for this question. Some candidates agreed that there would be more
contradictions if there were more family members, while many other candidates argued that more family
members could solve the problems quickly and easily, therefore, there would not be more contradictions.
Strong candidates always clearly indicated their opinions, provided detailed explanation and coherent
argument supported by relevant examples. However, repetitive explanation, without good examples to
support the argument, did not help some candidates achieve the top band in content. A misunderstanding of
the key word ‘contradiction’ by a very small number of candidates also affected perofrmance.

Question 2 3% 2 4 %
ERTAEEAT, AMABREGESAHOEE, KBRED? HifTk,

This was the most popular question, and also a very well-answered question this year. The majority of
candidates showed good knowledge about the difference between life in the city and countryside. Some
candidates analysed and explained the reasons why living in the city for a long time made people naturally
long for the rural life (e.g. down to their busy life, the pressure, the pollution, the noise in city) with good
examples. Some other candidates argued that not everyone is looking forward to living in the countryside
and explained the reasons with strong points (e.g. different expectations, different interests, different
lifestyles) and, again, provided examples. Overall, it was a very well-answered question. Some answers
could have been improved by including more sophistication when it comes to written analysis and making in-
depth arguments.

Question 3 147
AAF 2 H B AR A R AR AL AIR?

This was another very well-answered question, in spite of this question being chosen by a very small number
of candidates. Most candidates were able to provide a considered and in-depth argument on ‘thoughtful
people always find the coordinates of life’. They were also able to support the argument with well-chosen
examples. Some weaker candidates need to be encouraged to sharpen their analysis skills by providing a
more detailed development of the argument.

Question 4 %
FRR—ANMAEGFHE R ZEEAT AHENE R

This was another very popular, question. Most candidates showed a good knowledge of the question and
explained ‘what kind of qualities a good tour guide should have’ very well. The strong answers were also
supported by robust evidence. These candidates forcefully argued that the characteristics of a competent
tour guide would include being knowledgeable, displaying integrity, having a good sense of humour, being
organised and adaptable to changing situations. While, the slightly weaker candidates need to ensure to
relate every point back to the question and provide relevant examples.

Question 5 XLk =
A B 89450 & B i KARAE . BB ZS? Fitie,

A comparatively smaller number of candidates chose this question. Many candidates were able to show
general knowledge on the importance of books; but could not provide the responses geared specifically to
the demands of question. Only stronger candidates not only demonstrated a clear opinion on ‘people’s love
for books should be passed down from generation to generation’ with a detailed analysis, but also always
argued the point with convincing examples.
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