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2 Cambridge AS & A Level Global Perspectives 9239  
 

Introduction 

 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A 
Level Global Perspective and Research (9239), and to show how different levels of candidatesô performance 
(high, middle and low) relate to the subjectôs curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each essay is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, in 
turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved.  In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The Mark schemes used here are available to download as a zip file from Teacher Support as the Example 
Candidate Responses Files.  
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types of 

answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 

alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks were 

awarded. This helps you to 

interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and 

helps your learners to 

refine exam technique. 

 

 

 

 

This explains how the candidate could have improved the 

answer.  This helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 

technique. 
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Assessment at a glance 

 
For Cambridge International AS Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take three compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project. All three components are externally assessed. 
 
For Cambridge International A Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take four compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project; Cambridge Research Report. Components 1 to 3 
are externally assessed and Component 4 is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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Component 

Weighting 

AS 
Level 

A  
Level 

Component 1 Written Examination 1 hour 30 minutes 
Written examination consisting of compulsory, structured questions based on 
sources provided with the examination paper. 
 
Candidates analyse and evaluate arguments, interrogate evidence and compare 
perspectives on global issues listed in the syllabus. 
 
30 marks 

30% 15% 

Component 2 Essay 

Candidates explore different perspectives on issues of global significance arising 
from their studies during the course and write an essay based on their research.  
The essay title is devised by candidates themselves. 
 
The essay must be between 1750 and 2000 words and written in continuous 
prose. 
 
35 marks 

35% 17.5% 

Component 3 Team Project 
Candidates work in teams to identify a local problem which has global relevance. 
Individual team members research the issue and suggest solutions to the 
problem based on their research findings. Teams work together to agree a set of 
proposed team solutions to the problem. 
 
While the focus of the task is on team work, each candidate within a team 
prepares two pieces of work for individual submission. These are: 
 
Presentation 
Each candidate presents an eight-minute live presentation of their individual 
research and proposed solutions to the problem. Team presentations are not 

permitted. (25 marks) 
 
Reflective Paper 
Each candidate explains these team solutions in an individual 800-word reflective 
paper. (10 marks) 
 
35 marks in total 

35% 17.5% 

Component 4 Cambridge Research Report 
Candidates devise and develop a research question. This is answered in a report 
based on independent personal research.  
 
The research report must not exceed 5000 words. 
 
75 marks 

ï 50% 

 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Component 4 ï Cambridge Research Report 

 

Example candidate response ï high Examiner comments 

 

 

 

  This is a suitable 

question which can involve 
considering different 
perspectives. 
 
 
 

 Not referenced in the 
footnote.  
 
 
 

 
  The terms are defined 

with references. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The terms are defined 

with references. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate outlines 

the approach. 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  The view that 

unemployment has 
decreased is based on 
sources. The candidate 
explains and evaluates the 
analysis. 
 
 
 
 

  Excellent evaluation ï 
particularly effective and 
well supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Conclusion follows 
directly from the arguments.  

8 

7 

6 6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

  Looking at the 

assumptions of the author, 
there is high level analysis 
and is a criticism. 
 The candidate has included 
detailed information to 
support the view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The candidate gives 

supporting evidence and 
subjects the supporting 
evidence to scrutiny. 
However, in some places it 
is not easy to follow the 
point being made. 

 
 
 

   This is a good 

evaluation, using clear 
evaluative vocabulary and 
offering support for the 
critique. 
 
 
 
 

 Conclusion follows 
directly from the argument. 
 

12 

11 

10 

9 9 

10 

11 

12 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

  A weaker answer would 

simply rely on the expertise 
of the author but this goes 
into the basis of the 
research. 
 

  The candidate uses the 

language of reasoning. The 
evaluation is solidly based. 
 
 

 
 
 

 The answer then 

considers a counter view 
and an opposing source. 
This is a confident 
evaluation. However, it is 
less solidly based and it 
relies more on the nature of 
the source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 This is a thoughtful 

method and conclusions are 
well drawn. 
 

16 

15 

14 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The methodology is 

assessed thoughtfully. 
Excellent argument ï 
particularly effective and 
well supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  The argument drifts 

here. The question is about  
the links or  
otherwise between 
unemployment and 
globalisation, but here the 
candidate considers the 
effects of unemployment. 

18 

17 17 

18 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 

  The answer does come 

back into focus with the 
view that the effects can be 
uncertain and there is 
analysis and evaluation. 

19 19 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The report drifts 

towards poverty rather than 
unemployment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  This is a sophisticated 

analysis and there is some 
evaluation of the ILO, 
mainly in terms of the origin 
of the evidence.  

21 

20 20 

21 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       This statement has not 
been referenced. 
 
 
 
 

  The candidate gives a 

direct link to the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The argument could be 

more direct here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The report is more 

focused here. 
 
 
 
 
 

  This raises the question 

of why the candidate has 
used these outdated 
sources. 

26 

25 

24 

23 23 

24 

25 

26 

22 22 


