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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International 
A Level Spanish (9719), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s 
curriculum and assessment objectives.  

This booklet includes examination questions and mark schemes followed by examples of candidate 
responses with examiner comments on performance.  The candidate responses have been chosen as far as 
possible to exemplify a range of different grades, and comments are given to indicate where and why marks 
were awarded.

Component 1 includes audio tracks for each candidate.  The audio can be heard by clicking on the sound 
files which appear on the Teacher Support website alongside the pdf copy of the Example Candidate 
Responses booklet.  These recordings have been anonymised by removing the candidate and Centre 
names.  Therefore there may be brief gaps in some of the recordings. 

Past papers, Principal Examiner Reports for Teachers and other teacher support materials are available on 
our Teacher Support website at http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Component 1
Speaking 

Test

Component 2
Reading and 

Writing

Component 3
Essay

Component 4
Texts

duration weighting duration weighting duration weighting duration weighting

A Level (compulsory 
Speaking Test1)

20 mins 20%
1 hour 
45 mins

35%
1 hour 
30 mins

15%
2 hours 
30 mins

30%

1The compulsory Speaking Test contributes to candidates’ overall grade. Where candidates perform to 
the appropriate standard, certificates will record whether a Distinction, Merit or Pass was achieved in the 
Speaking Test.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Component 1 – Speaking Test

There is no question paper for the Speaking Test.

Mark scheme

Section 1: Presentation (20 marks)

•   Content and Presentation – 10 marks

•   Pronunciation and Intonation – 5 marks

•   Language – 5 marks

Candidates who make no specific reference to the contemporary society or cultural heritage of a country 
where the language is spoken will have their mark for Content and Presentation halved.

Content and Presentation
Knowledge of facts; ability to 
express opinions and raise issues for 
discussion.

Pronunciation and Intonation Language

9/10 Full and well organised 
coverage of the topic; ideas 
and opinions included as 
well as factual points; lively 
presentation; examiner’s 
interest sustained.

5 Outstanding pronunciation 
and intonation; an occasional 
slight mistake or hesitation.  
Not necessarily a native 
speaker.

5 Has a very good feeling for 
the language; speaks fluently 
and accurately; shows 
good use of relevant idiom 
and uses a wide range of 
structures and vocabulary.

7/8 Good exposition and sound 
organisation of the topic; 
makes relevant factual 
points though may be less 
good in ideas and opinions; 
presentation somewhat 
stilted though keeps 
examiner’s interest.

4 Good pronunciation, makes 
a fair attempt at correct 
intonation and expression; 
some mistakes and/or 
hesitation.

4 Speaks fairly fluently and 
accurately; uses idiom 
with a reasonable range of 
structures and vocabulary.

5/6 Adequate exposition of the 
topic; few ideas or opinions; 
evidence of preparation but 
presentation pedestrian.

3 A fair degree of accuracy 
in pronunciation; quite a 
number of errors; some 
attempt at intonation and 
expression.

3 May speak with hesitation; 
adequate range of structures 
and vocabulary; no ambiguity 
of meaning.

3/4 Material thin; rambling, 
repetitious; hardly any ideas 
or opinions; in danger of 
losing the examiner’s interest.

2 Intelligible but shows marked 
influence of mother tongue 
and very many errors of 
pronunciation.

2 Marked hesitation; limited 
range of structures and 
vocabulary; leading to some 
ambiguity of meaning.

0/1/2 Very little factual information; 
material irrelevant; vague, 
arguments incoherent; little 
effort at presentation.

0/1 Very poor; many gross errors; 
frequently incomprehensible.

0/1 Very marked hesitation; 
severe limitations of 
structures and vocabulary; 
thought processes basically 
influenced by mother tongue.
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Section 2: Topic Conversation (40 marks) and Section 3: General Conversation (40 marks)

•   Comprehension and Responsiveness – 10 
marks 

•   Accuracy – 10 marks 
•   Feel for the Language – 10 marks 

•  Range of vocabulary and structures
•   Providing Information and Opinions – 5 marks 
•   Seeking Information and Opinions – 5 marks 

Comprehension & Responsiveness Accuracy Feel for the Language

9–10 Very good
No problems of comprehension.  Responses 
are natural and spontaneous even to 
unexpected questions.  Able to present and 
defend a point of view in discussion.

9–10 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only 
occasional minor slips.

9–10 Very good
Has a very good feeling for the 
language and is able to express 
concepts fluently in appropriate 
idiom.  Negligible influence from 
the mother tongue.

7–8 Good
Few problems of comprehension.  Responds 
thoughtfully, and copes fairly well with 
unexpected questions.  Reasonably 
forthcoming but tends to follow Examiner’s 
lead.

7–8 Good
Accuracy generally good, with more 
frequent errors than in the very 
best candidates.  Shows a sound 
basic understanding of grammatical 
usage. 

7–8 Good
Has a very good feeling for the 
language.  Shows competent 
use of relevant idiom.  Avoids 
significant influence from mother 
tongue.

5–6 Satisfactory
Understands questions on basic situations 
and concepts, but has difficulty with more 
complicated ideas.  Some delay in response.  
Needs encouragement to develop topics.  OR 
Relies heavily on prepared responses.

5–6 Satisfactory
Accuracy indicates a measure 
of competence but with some 
obvious and significant gaps in 
grammatical usage.

5–6 Satisfactory
Feeling for the language evident 
with some occasional use 
of relevant idiom.  Thought 
processes and expression are 
influenced by mother tongue.

3–4 Weak
Has general difficulty in understanding.  
Limited response to questions on the majority 
of topics raised. 

3–4 Weak
Generally inaccurate use of the 
language.

3–4 Weak
Has scant feeling for the idiom.  
Generally translates literally from 
the mother tongue.

0–2 Poor
Severe problems of comprehension.  Very 
marked hesitation.  Limited responsiveness.

0–2 Poor
No grasp of grammatical accuracy.  
Errors constant and repeated.

0–2 Poor
Has no feeling for the foreign 
target language.

Range of vocabulary and structures

Providing Information and Opinions Seeking Information and Opinions*

5 Very good
Extensive range of appropriate vocabulary.  
Able to use a wide range of structures with 
confidence.

5 Very good
More than one question asked with confidence.  Spontaneous or 
prompted, but arising out of conversation and relevant to topic under 
discussion.
High level of accuracy, using a range of question forms.

4 Good
Has sufficient range of vocabulary and 
structures to handle reasonably mature 
subjects. 

4 Good
Asks more than one question confidently.  Spontaneous or prompted, 
but arising out of conversation and relevant to topic under discussion.
Questions largely accurate, but forms may be limited.

3 Satisfactory
Limited expression of ideas (but not ambiguity) 
caused by limitations in range of vocabulary 
and some structures.

3 Satisfactory
Capable of asking a minimum of one question.  Spontaneous or 
prompted, but arising out of conversation and relevant to topic under 
discussion.
Has difficulty in formulating questions, but questions comprehensible.

2 Weak
Severe limitations of vocabulary and structures 
restrict discussion to a very basic level.

2 Weak
Severe limitations in asking questions – possibly one question only.
Question(s) will probably not arise naturally or be relevant to the topic 
under discussion.  Question(s) difficult to understand.

0–1 Poor
Very restricted vocabulary.  Only simple 
sentences and no variety of structure.

0–1 Poor
Questions attempted, but incomprehensible. (1)
No questions, even when prompted. (0)

*  In the case of candidates who do not ask any questions by the end of the Topic Conversation, Examiners must prompt by asking 

Do you have any questions to ask of me? in the appropriate language.  The same prompt should be used at the end of the 

General Conversation.  Candidates will not be penalised for being prompted.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Track 1 – audio available on the Cambridge Teacher Support website.

Examiner comment

PRESENTATION

Content and Presentation: 8

Pronunciation and Intonation: 3

Language: 4

The candidate takes as his topic La inmigración ilegal entre Méjico y los Estados Unidos.

The presentation is quite clearly focused and provides a coherent and informative introduction to the topic. 
There is evidence of planning and research into the topic, with relevant examples, facts and figures. The 
candidate goes beyond basic description and attempts a balanced overview, including positive and negative 
aspects of the situation during the three minutes. Issues are raised for further discussion.

There is good exposition and sound organisation of the topic, with relevant factual points and with some 
ideas and opinions. The presentation keeps the examiner’s interest, though the delivery is a little uneven. 
The candidate is awarded 8 for Content and Presentation.

Pronunciation is quite good. The candidate makes a reasonable effort to sound authentically Spanish. 
Vowel sounds are generally acceptable – final vowels are at times rather anglicised and there are some 
mispronunciations, e.g. países; consonants are mixed in quality. Intonation is a little unnatural and rather flat 
at times. The candidate is given a mark of 3 for Pronunciation and Intonation.

There is a good range of appropriate language, with abstract / concrete vocabulary and some expression of 
ideas. The candidate speaks with reasonable fluency and accuracy – occasional minor hesitation only with 
language – and is awarded 4 for Language.

TOPIC CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 8

Accuracy: 8

Feel for the Language: 8

Providing Information and Opinions: 5

Seeking Information and Opinions: 4

In the Topic conversation, the candidate has sufficient material to be able to respond to the examiner’s 
expected questions and copes reasonably well with less predictable points. There is some hesitation when 
thinking through the reply, particularly at the beginning, but overall the candidate speaks with reasonable 
fluency and spontaneity. Although he is able to extend his replies, he remains somewhat reliant on the 
examiner to set the pace and progression of the discussion. For Comprehension & Responsiveness he is 
reasonably forthcoming but tends to follow the examiner’s lead.

The candidate has a sound, basic understanding of Spanish grammar. Most is accurate and at an appropriate 
level. There are some slips, grupas / grupos, for example, and some errors are spontaneously corrected – he 
has the ability to self-correct, frequently an indication of a good candidate.

In general, the candidate shows competent use of relevant idiom and has sufficient control of the language 
to express facts and opinions with reasonable fluency. Structures are generally appropriate and, although 
there is some hesitation at times, the candidate sounds confident in his use of Spanish. For Feel for the 
Language, the candidate’s performance is just enough to give a mark of 8.
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Information and ideas are present and the candidate has a good range of subject-specific vocabulary. He 
includes an appropriate range of higher-level structures, including subjunctives, compound sentences, 
language of description and ideas, with some confidence and can express ideas and concepts beyond the 
superficial. For Providing Information and Opinions, the candidate is awarded 5.

The candidate asks two questions, one naturally during the discussion and the second through perfectly 
acceptable prompting at the conclusion. The language and register of the questions are appropriate, though 
the second is a little hesitant and, although relevant to the topic, seems less spontaneous. The candidate is 
awarded 4 for Seeking Information and Opinions. 

GENERAL CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 7

Accuracy: 7

Feel for the Language: 7

Providing Information and Opinions: 4

Seeking Information and Opinions: 5

The candidate starts the General conversation section by responding to questions regarding his experience 
of another country. He compares living in New Zealand and the USA but there is marked hesitation with 
some of the replies, particularly where giving opinions and justifying them is concerned, though he 
perseveres to extend his answers reasonably successfully. The hesitation also leads to some unexpected 
slips in linguistic accuracy, though the performance is generally accurate more often than not. He is much 
more confident when dealing with personal interests and activities and the language becomes more 
controlled and the thought processes are more fluent.

Overall there are few problems of comprehension and he does cope with some unexpected questions, 
though still tending to follow the examiner’s lead. The unevenness of response, however, pushes him to the 
bottom of the Good band.

Accuracy is variable and is less secure than in the Topic conversation. He continues to show a sound basic 
understanding of grammatical usage, but again drifts towards the bottom of the Good band.

The candidate is uneven in his fluency and feel for the language in the General conversation. Although he 
has general competent use of relevant idiom, he is less assured in this section of the test. He has a good 
overall feel for the language but the inconsistency keeps him at 7 for Feel for the Language.

He has sufficient range of structures to handle the discussion with reasonable maturity and can express 
ideas and opinions. He is awarded 4 for Providing Information and Opinions.

He asks two questions and successfully obtains information and opinions from the examiner and is awarded 
5.



Component 1 – Speaking Test

8 Cambridge International A Level Spanish 9719 

Example candidate response – grade C

Track 2 – audio available on the Cambridge Teacher Support website.

Examiner comment

PRESENTATION

Content and Presentation: 7

Pronunciation and Intonation: 3

Language: 3

The candidate’s chosen topic is La disminución de la población en España.

There is evidence of a fair amount of preparation of material for the three-minute initial presentation and the 
candidate has organised the information to provide a useful overview and introduction, raising points to be 
discussed consequently. There is, however, a degree of lack of spontaneity in the delivery and a tendency 
to mentally be reading a script rather than speaking to the examiner. This produces some lack of immediacy 
and involvement, and at times hesitation makes the message less easy to follow. There are resultant slips 
in pronunciation and accuracy, as though the candidate is not always aware of what she is saying, perhaps 
concentrating on remembering the lines rather than actually understanding and listening herself to what she 
is saying.

The content itself is quite informative and she does express relevant facts and opinions. The limiting factor 
is the presentation / delivery, which becomes somewhat stilted and, while retaining interest, does require a 
degree of effort on the part of the listener. A mark of 7 is awarded for Content and Presentation.

Pronunciation is fair. The somewhat rote delivery has an adverse effect on both accuracy and intonation. 
Stress errors, e.g. natálidad, metodos, unnatural phrasing and other errors such as triente, Europa razones 
with English z, jijos, penciones, preción, etc. Pronunciation and Intonation are assessed as 3 overall.

There is some lack of linguistic accuracy: el población, obtenirá, entre de, cual for que, una problema, es 
más medidas. There is an adequate range of structures, but also some ambiguity / hesitation. The candidate 
is awarded a mark of 3 for Language.

TOPIC CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 8

Accuracy: 6

Feel for the Language: 7

Providing Information and Opinions: 3

Seeking Information and Opinions: 3

The candidate has few problems of comprehension in the Topic conversation and is generally forthcoming 
in her replies. She copes fairly well with less predictable questions and always attempts to extend the 
response following the examiner’s lead. She manages to allow the discussion to develop and has sufficient 
material to be informative and relevant. There is occasional minor hesitation. She is awarded a mark of 8 for 
Comprehension & Responsiveness.

Accuracy of language is satisfactory. Errors tend to be in more basic language, including genders and 
agreements:  en el pasado tenemos; en comparación de; es facil a tener; el población; cuando las personas 
son ancianos; hay menos personas ayudar; estes servicios, etc. In short, generally competent but with 
obvious and significant gaps. A mark of 6 is awarded for Accuracy. 
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The candidate has a reasonable feel for the language, with competent use of some advanced idiom, albeit 
with inconsistency and lack of accuracy. She seems at ease using the language and is able to develop her 
sentences without ambiguity for the most part and is given a mark of 7.

The candidate has sufficient range of language to express essential information and to give some personal 
reaction or opinion. The candidate’s performance is placed in the middle band for Providing Information and 
Opinions.

The candidate asks one question and this arises naturally from the discussion. She is again assessed as 
being in the middle band for Seeking Information and Opinions.

GENERAL CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 7

Accuracy: 5

Feel for the Language: 7

Providing Information and Opinions: 3

Seeking Information and Opinions: 3

The candidate understands the questions readily and generally is prepared to respond at reasonable length. 
She is forthcoming and is evidently at ease using the language to describe and explain, though with varying 
degrees of appropriate idiom. She is placed in the Good band for Comprehension and Responsiveness, 
scoring 7.

Language is uneven, with a number of errors in basic areas of accuracy. There is a disparity between the 
candidate’s apparent ability and willingness to use her Spanish and the consistency of accuracy of genders, 
agreements and verb forms: el situación;  aspectivas positivas = aspectos positivos; ha envolvado; muchas 
diferentes tipos; una aspecta; todas personas conocen todos; este es una cosa; mucho polución; [Auckland] 
es fea, ruido y aburrido; me gusta…porque nació (= nací); vivió (= viví); el educación; las escuelas públicos; 
creo que ir a, etc. 

Problems arise with expressions of time (muchos años pasados), omission of personal a and a tendency to 
translate literally in lapses of correct idiom: ley y políticas, etc. Nevertheless, the candidate has a willingness 
to extend her replies, even when the structure is not entirely secure, or when she cannot always complete 
the expression. There is inevitably some trade-off between accuracy, feel for the language and range, and 
she scores 5 for Accuracy and 7 for Feel for the Language. 

The range of vocabulary and structures is satisfactory but not extended in providing information and 
opinions and the candidate is therefore awarded a mark of 3 for Providing Information and Opinions.

One question is asked of the examiner, with reasonable fluency. Others are less successful linguistically. 
Again a mark of 3 is awarded.
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Example candidate response – grade E

Track 3 – audio available on the Cambridge Teacher Support website.

Examiner comment

PRESENTATION

Content and Presentation: 5

Pronunciation and Intonation: 3

Language: 3

The candidate’s chosen topic is Los gitanos.

The candidate has gathered together a reasonable amount of relevant information to introduce the topic in 
her presentation, but the organisation of the talk and its construction seem somewhat random and lacking 
in coherent structure – a collection of miscellaneous facts rather than a rounded overview. There is some 
hesitation and stumbling, though the situation is usually retrieved, but the delivery lacks punch and the 
thread is sometimes hard to follow. There is adequate exposition of the topic, with an emphasis on factual 
description rather than ideas. The candidate is awarded 5 for Content and Presentation.

Pronunciation of individual sounds is generally acceptable. Unfortunately, the subject of the topic, los 
gitanos, is mispronounced throughout with an incorrect stress. It is to be expected at this level that a 
candidate will know how to pronounce accurately key words. Because of the somewhat halting delivery, 
intonation suffers and is rather flat and unnatural. However, the standard overall is sufficient for the 
candidate to be awarded 3 for Pronunciation and Intonation.

Quality of language is adequate to convey essential information, though the flow is hesitant and occasionally 
leads to ambiguity.  The level and range of structures are not particularly extended or adventurous, but the 
candidate produces just enough variety to achieve a borderline 3.

TOPIC CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 5

Accuracy: 4

Feel for the Language: 5

Providing Information and Opinions: 3

Seeking Information and Opinions: 4

In the Topic conversation, the candidate understands fairly readily though sometimes struggles to keep 
going. She does attempt a reply most of the time and does try to go beyond a short statement. She has 
just about sufficient information on which to base her answers but depends on the examiner to maintain 
momentum. There is marked difference in her performance when dealing with prepared and unexpected 
aspects. She is borderline Satisfactory for Comprehension & Responsiveness and just manages to gain 5 
marks.

Language is quite limited for A Level, both with regard to accuracy and the candidate’s feel for the language. 
On the credit side, she is prepared to attempt to construct sentences and communicate in Spanish, even 
when she is obviously uncertain of syntax and vocabulary or seems to be translating literally from her 
mother tongue to Spanish. She achieves 4 for Accuracy and borderline 5 for Feel for the Language.

The candidate has just sufficient range of vocabulary and structure to give limited expression of ideas and 
gains 3 for Providing Information and Opinions.
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She does successfully ask the examiner some questions. She has obviously prepared possible questions to 
be used, relevant to the topic, albeit not totally as a natural progression in the conversation. She is awarded 
a mark of 4.

GENERAL CONVERSATION

Comprehension & Responsiveness: 5

Accuracy: 4

Feel for the Language: 4

Providing Information and Opinions: 2

Seeking Information and Opinions: 3

Treatment of the topics for the General Conversation is rather limited and lacking in range or sophistication 
for this level. The candidate is given the opportunity to develop ideas and opinions and, to her credit, 
attempts to rise to the occasion but she is hesitant and appears to lack the linguistic competence to deal 
with higher-level topics confidently. Nevertheless, she does extend her replies and goes beyond short 
sentences. There is an attempt to give opinions and examples / reasons, helped by sympathetic and 
supportive questioning from the examiner. This said, her replies are not just pre-learnt and there is a degree 
of spontaneity and thinking on the spot. Overall, she makes the Satisfactory band for Comprehension & 
Responsiveness: “Understands questions on basic situations and concepts, but has difficulty with more 
complicated ideas. Some delay in response. Needs encouragement to develop topics.”

Language is weak, both in accuracy and overall competence. There are significant gaps in essential 
grammar and feel for the language is limited. The candidate’s performance is assessed at 4 for Accuracy 
and also for Feel for the Language.

Limitations of vocabulary and structure have an adverse effect on the candidate’s ability to provide 
information and opinions and she struggles to go beyond a fairly basic treatment of the topics covered. The 
candidate is awarded 2 marks for Providing Information and Opinions.

In contrast, the candidate is reasonably competent at asking questions, which occur at various stages of the 
conversation. She has sufficient control of the language to ask questions comprehensibly and is awarded 3 
for Seeking Information and Opinions. 
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Component 2 – Reading and Writing

Example candidate responses – grade A (whole script)

General comment

This candidate’s work is well presented and shows excellent comprehension of the two stimulus texts.  An 
even higher mark might have been recorded if the technique required in answering Question 5(a) had been 
applied.

Sección primera
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Question 1

Mark Scheme

1 Refuse answers with omissions or extras, other than the addition of españoles to (c)

(a) uno de cada tres muertos [1]

(b) la razón de que use su vehículo particular [1]

(c) a quienes más abandonados tienen los ayuntamientos  [1]

(d) analizar cómo es y qué necesita  [1]

(e) deja su espacio de protección [1]

  [Total: 5 puntos]

Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

Four of the equivalent expressions are successfully identified.  The answer to (d) is invalidated by the 
superfluous material which prefaces it.

Total mark 4/5
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Question 2

Mark Scheme

2  The following are examples of the way in which the answers could be expressed.  Answers should 
fit into the original text, retaining the same meaning, and contain all elements of the phrase to be re-
worked.

(a) los transeúntes son (los) responsables del / de / por un / el 65% de los atropellos   [1]

 accept:  (en) un / el 65% de los atropellos los transeúntes son responsables

 refuse:  para

 omission of article before percentage

(b) sin ser / sin que sean molestados por las bocinas de los coches [1]

 refuse:  estén 

(c) artilugios que se han inventado recientemente / artilugios recientemente inventados  [1]

 accept:  fueron / eran / han sido inventados / creados

 refuse:  son / están inventados / hechos

(d) cuandoquiera que el peatón desee cruzar [1]

 accept:  quiera

(e) hay que hacer(se) (las) reglas a favor de(l) viandante [1]

 accept:  (con respecto a) las reglas hay que hacer(se) a favor de(l) viandante

 hay que hacer reglas que están a favor de(l) viandante

 refuse:  hay que cambiar las reglas...

   [Total: 5 puntos]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

Even for better candidates the manipulation exercise can prove to be challenging.

(a)   The candidate confuses the meaning of atropellos and transeúntes and answers incorrectly that 
‘accidents were responsible for 65% of pedestrians’.  

(b)  The subjunctive in the original phrase went unnoticed, and this is further compounded by not using ser.

(c)  Although the manipulation is successful, it is invalidated by the vocabulary error invenciados.

(d) Cuandoquiera needs to be followed by the subjunctive. 

(e)  The mark scheme allows the straightforward substitution of deben by hay que, and the mark is 
awarded.

Total mark 1/5
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Question 3

Mark scheme

3   N.B. Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a) los autos tienen prioridad  [1]

 deja sin protección al peatón  [1]

 se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie  [1]

(b) la tercera parte de los fallecidos son peatones  [1]

 en la mayoría de los casos el peatón causa el accidente  [1]

(c) sale de paseo los fines de semana  [1]

 los otros días usa su coche  [1]

 las ciudades no favorecen ir a pie  [1]

(d) las autoridades no se preocupan por ellos  [1]

 no les resulta fácil a los ancianos cruzar la calle  [1]

 no salen de casa  [1]

(e) el atropellado / peatón etc. usaba el móvil / MP3  [1]

 los peatones se distraían / no prestaban atención  [1]

 refuse:  answers which fail to make it clear that the pedestrian was distracted by using mobile etc.

(f) el peatón cambia su zona de seguridad por una de peligro  [1]

 cambiar las reglas para favorecer al peatón  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

An excellent set of answers which show clear comprehension of the text.

(a) 3/3  

   All three points sought by the mark scheme, (los autos tienen prioridad / deja sin protección al peatón / 
se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie), are clearly stated.

(b)  2/2

  The candidate covers both points sought by the mark scheme, (la tercera parte de los fallecidos son 
peatones / en la mayoría de los casos el peatón causa el accidente).

(c)   3/3

  All points from the mark scheme are covered, (sale de paseo los fines de semana / los otros días usa su 
coche / las ciudades no favorecen ir a pie).

(d) 2/3

  By inverting gente mayor and autoridades municipales in the sentence structure the candidate is not 
able to pick up a mark for las autoridades no se preocupan por ellos. The other two points needed, (no 
les resulta fácil a los ancianos cruzar la calle / no salen de casa), are successfully stated.
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(e) 2/2

  Both mark scheme points are clearly mentioned, (el atropellado / peatón etc. usaba el móvil / MP3 / los 
peatones se distraían / no prestaban atención).

(f)   2/2

 Again, the candidate successfully notes both points required by the mark scheme (cambiar las reglas 
para favorecer al peatón / el peatón cambia su zona de seguridad por una de peligro).

Quality of Language 5/5

The candidate is accurate in the use of language. A range of structures is used and errors are only of a minor 
nature.

Total Mark 19/20
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Sección segunda
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Question 4

Mark scheme

4 NB.  Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a) (para reducir) la contaminación  [1]

 refuse:  es la ciudad más contaminada...

 (porque) el tráfico normalmente avanza muy lentamente  [1]

 refuse:  hay mucha congestión (more detail needed)

 (para reducir) el ruido del tráfico  [1]

 para animar a la gente a buscar alternativas al coche  [1]

(b) hubo menos tráfico / congestión / atascos etc. en las calles  [1]

 se redujo el ruido / no se oyeron las alarmas de los coches  [1]

 la gente viajó de maneras más saludables / adelgazaron  [1]

 (idea of ‘healthy exercise / slimming’ needed – not just ‘people walked’)

(c) llama la atención sobre los efectos perjudiciales de los autos  [1]

 demuestra que se puede vivir normalmente sin coche  [1]

(d) casi la mitad de los empresarios / las empresas  [1]

 (49% or equivalent needed)

 sobre todo en comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes  [1]

 perdieron ventas / dinero  [1]

(e) el problema no consiste en el uso del coche  [1]

 sino en las deficiencias del transporte público  [1]

 el cual responde a intereses privados  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

(a) 3/4

  The candidate notes three of the reasons why the ‘Día sin Carro’  was instigated, (la contaminación / el 
tráfico normalmente avanza muy lentamente / el ruido del tráfico).  However, necesitan un cambio does 
not give sufficient detail to equate to ‘para animar a la gente a buscar alternativas al coche’.

(b) 3/3

  All three marks are scored.

(c)   2/2

  The answers offered again meet the requirements of the mark scheme in full.

(d) 1/3

  Uncharacteristically, the candidate does not identify two of the details sought by the mark scheme, 
(casi la mitad de los empresarios / las empresas / perdieron ventas / dinero). The statement ‘unas partes 
de la economía no fueron positivas’ is too vague to score the mark, although a mark is awarded for 
successfully identifying the sectors of the economy which were especially affected, (sobre todo en 
comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes).

(e) 2/3

  The fact that public transport in Bogotá responde a intereses privados is not noted.  However, the 
candidate successfully records the other two points, (el problema no consiste en el uso del coche / sino 
en las deficiencias del transporte público).

Quality of Language 5/5

The level of accuracy is slightly lower than that of the previous question, with occasional errors in ser / estar, 
inappropriate use of the subjunctive (after creer) and other relatively minor flaws. 

Total mark 15/20
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Question 5

Mark scheme

5 Length of response

•   Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.

•  If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.

•  Then put a line through that part of the summary which exceeds 160.

•  Marks will be totalled at the bottom in the following sequence:

 Out of 10 for points scored in summary

 Out of 5 for personal response

 Out of 5 for language

 Total ringed out of 20

Content marks: Summary [10]

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum 10):

• las ciudades están diseñadas para los coches

• los peatones están desamparados

• la gente se desacostumbra a ir a pie

• sólo se sale de paseo los fines de semana

• uno de cada tres muertos por accidentes de tráfico son peatones  or  muchos peatones atropellados se 
distraían con un móvil / MP3

• los mayores tienen dificultad para cruzar la calle  or  se quedan en casa

• los autos producen contaminación

• la congestión (reduce la velocidad del viaje)

• el ruido del tráfico es intolerable

• los empresarios / las empresas pierden dinero si la gente no usa coches

• no se usan maneras saludables de viajar
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Content marks: Response to the Text [5]
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the 
response to the original text stimulus and the ability to express a personal point of view.

5 Very good
  Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and imagination, a capacity to express a 

personal point of view.

4 Good
  Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work still shows an ability to express a range 

of ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues raised.

3 Sound
  A fair level of interest and ideas.  May concentrate on a single issue, but there is still a response to 

ideas in the text.

2 Below average
  Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum.  May disregard the element of response to the text, and 

write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0–1 Poor
  Few ideas to offer on the theme.  Banal and pedestrian.  No element of personal response to the 

text.  Repeated error.

Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5)  [5]

5 Very good
  Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 

structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
  Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 

spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
  Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems in 

forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
  Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 

agreement of adjectives. 

0–1 Poor
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  

Consistent and repeated error.
   
 [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

(a) 3/10

  The candidate falls into the trap of over-generalisation. In this exercise marks are allocated for relevant 
points from both texts which answer the question asked.  There is no need to write an introductory 
sentence or to seek similarities between the two texts. Only three points are made which answer the 
question of cómo el uso del automóvil afecta a la gente.

(b) 5/5

  A good personal response.  Within the few lines available the candidate offers different ideas and clearly 
gives a personal opinion.         

Quality of Language 5/5

The standard of written language of earlier questions is maintained.  Although there are some errors, the 
general impression given is one of control and competence in the use of the language.

Total mark 13/20
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Example candidate responses – grade C (whole script)

General comment

This candidate’s work is well presented and shows understanding of the two stimulus texts.  Despite errors, 
the language is generally of sufficient quality for communication to be maintained.

Sección primera
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Question 1

Mark scheme

1 Refuse answers with omissions or extras, other than the addition of españoles to (c)

(a) uno de cada tres muertos  [1]

(b) la razón de que use su vehículo particular [1]

(c) a quienes más abandonados tienen los ayuntamientos  [1]

(d) analizar cómo es y qué necesita [1]

(e) deja su espacio de protección [1]

   [Total: 5 puntos]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

Four of the equivalent expressions are successfully identified.  The answer to (c) is invalidated by including 
los peatones.

Total mark 4/5
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Question 2

Mark scheme

2  The following are examples of the way in which the answers could be expressed.  Answers should 
fit into the original text, retaining the same meaning, and contain all elements of the phrase to be re-
worked.

(a) los transeúntes son (los) responsables del / de / por un / el 65% de los atropellos   [1]

 accept:  (en) un / el 65% de los atropellos los transeúntes son responsables

 refuse:  para

 omission of article before percentage

(b) sin ser / sin que sean molestados por las bocinas de los coches [1]

 refuse:  estén 

(c) artilugios que se han inventado recientemente / artilugios recientemente inventados  [1]

 accept:  fueron / eran / han sido inventados / creados

 refuse:  son / están inventados / hechos

(d) cuandoquiera que el peatón desee cruzar [1]

 accept:  quiera

(e) hay que hacer(se) (las) reglas a favor de(l) viandante [1]

 accept: (con respecto a) las reglas hay que hacer(se) a favor de(l) viandante

 hay que hacer reglas que están a favor de(l) viandante

 refuse: hay que cambiar las reglas...

 [Total: 5 puntos]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

(a) The candidate confuses the meaning of atropellos and transeúntes and uses estar instead of ser. 

(b) There is no recognition of structures involving sin que.

(c) The use of recientemente as an adjective is incorrect.

(d) Cuandoquiera needs to be followed by the subjunctive. 

(e) Hay que should replace deben, and the answer offered does not make any sense.

Total mark 0/5
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Question 3

Mark scheme

3  NB. Lifting = more than four consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a) los autos tienen prioridad  [1]

 deja sin protección al peatón  [1]

 se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie  [1]

(b) la tercera parte de los fallecidos son peatones  [1]

 en la mayoría de los casos el peatón causa el accidente  [1]

(c) sale de paseo los fines de semana  [1]

 los otros días usa su coche  [1]

 las ciudades no favorecen ir a pie  [1]

(d) las autoridades no se preocupan por ellos  [1]

 no les resulta fácil a los ancianos cruzar la calle  [1]

 no salen de casa  [1]

(e) el atropellado / peatón etc. usaba el móvil / MP3  [1]

 los peatones se distraían / no prestaban atención  [1]

 refuse:  answers which fail to make it clear that the pedestrian was distracted by using mobile etc.

(f) el peatón cambia su zona de seguridad por una de peligro  [1]

 cambiar las reglas para favorecer al peatón  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

(a) 2/3  

  Two points are stated, (los autos tienen prioridad / se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie), but the third (deja 
sin protección al peatón) is overlooked.

(b) 0/2

  ‘Un grande numbre de los accidentes de tráfico en los que está implicado un peatón’ does not match 
either of the points sought by the mark scheme.

(c) 3/3

  All points from the mark scheme are covered.

(d) 2/3

  The candidate successfully covers two of the points required by the mark scheme, (no les resulta fácil 
a los ancianos cruzar la calle / no salen de casa), but does not mention the third, (las autoridades no se 
preocupan por ellos).

(e) 2/2

  Both mark scheme points are clearly mentioned.
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(f) 2/2

  The candidate clearly covers one of the points required by the mark scheme (el peatón cambia su zona 
de seguridad por una de peligro). The meaning of the other point (cambiar las reglas para favorecer al 
peatón) is not clear on first reading because of the apparently random inclusion of ‘Alberto Martínez’ in 
the middle of the sentence. On closer inspection, however, there is an insertion mark at the start of the 
sentence and the mark is therefore awarded.

Quality of Language (3-1)/5

The candidate displays a fair level of accuracy and would normally receive 3/5. However, as 0 was scored on 
an answer worth 2 marks the language mark is reduced by 1.

Total mark  13/20

Sección segunda
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Question 4

Mark scheme

4  NB. Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a) (para reducir) la contaminación  [1]

 refuse:  es la ciudad más contaminada...

 (porque) el tráfico normalmente avanza muy lentamente  [1]

 refuse:  hay mucha congestión (more detail needed)

 (para reducir) el ruido del tráfico  [1]

 para animar a la gente a buscar alternativas al coche  [1]

(b) hubo menos tráfico / congestión / atascos etc. en las calles  [1]

 se redujo el ruido / no se oyeron las alarmas de los coches  [1]

 la gente viajó de maneras más saludables / adelgazaron  [1]

 (idea of ‘healthy exercise / slimming’ needed – not just ‘people walked’)

(c) llama la atención sobre los efectos perjudiciales de los autos  [1]

 demuestra que se puede vivir normalmente sin coche  [1]

(d) casi la mitad de los empresarios / las empresas  [1]

 (49% or equivalent needed)

 sobre todo en comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes  [1]

 perdieron ventas / dinero  [1]

(e) el problema no consiste en el uso del coche  [1]

 sino en las deficiencias del transporte público  [1]

 el cual responde a intereses privados  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

(a) 3/4

  The candidate clearly notes two of the reasons for the ‘Día sin Carro’, (la contaminación / el tráfico 
normalmente avanza muy lentamente) and, by borrowing the simile ’como una motosierra’ from the text, 
also scores a third mark, (el ruido del tráfico).  No mention is made of the other reason, (para animar a la 
gente a buscar alternativas al coche).

(b) 2/3

  Two marks are scored, (hubo menos tráfico / congestión / atascos etc. en las calles / se redujo el ruido 
/ no se oyeron las alarmas de los coches).  The point ‘más gente caminando’  needs to be extended to 
include the benefits to health of such exercise. 

(c)   2/2

  The answers meet the requirements of the mark scheme.

(d) 1/3

  A mark is awarded for successfully identifying the sectors of the economy which were especially 
affected, (sobre todo en comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes).   ‘Sufren el perido de los 
consumores y la actividad económica con menos personas’ does not really communicate either of the 
two other points sought by the mark scheme.

 (e) 2/3

  The candidate successfully identifies two points, (el problema no consiste en el uso del coche / sino en 
las deficiencias del transporte público). The fact that public transport in Bogotá responde a intereses 
privados is not noted.  

Quality of Language 3/5

A fair level of accuracy is maintained, with common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  
Despite errors, communication is generally achieved.  

Total mark 13/20
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Question 5

Mark scheme

5 Length of response

•  Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.

•  If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.

•  Then put a line through that part of the summary which exceeds 160.

•  Marks will be totalled at the bottom in the following sequence:

 Out of 10 for points scored in summary

 Out of 5 for personal response

 Out of 5 for language 

 Total ringed out of 20

Content marks: Summary [10]

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum 10):

•  las ciudades están diseñadas para los coches

•  los peatones están desamparados

•  la gente se desacostumbra a ir a pie

•  sólo se sale de paseo los fines de semana

•  uno de cada tres muertos por accidentes de tráfico son peatones  or  

• muchos peatones atropellados se distraían con un móvil / MP3

•  los mayores tienen dificultad para cruzar la calle  or  se quedan en casa

•  los autos producen contaminación

•  la congestión (reduce la velocidad del viaje)

•  el ruido del tráfico es intolerable

•  los empresarios / las empresas pierden dinero si la gente no usa coches

•  no se usan maneras saludables de viajar
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Content marks: Response to the Text [5]
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the 
response to the original text stimulus and the ability to express a personal point of view.

5 Very good
  Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and imagination, a capacity to express a 

personal point of view.

4 Good
  Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work still shows an ability to express a range 

of ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues raised.

3 Sound
  A fair level of interest and ideas.  May concentrate on a single issue, but there is still a response to 

ideas in the text.

2 Below average
  Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum.  May disregard the element of response to the text, and 

write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0–1 Poor 
  Few ideas to offer on the theme.  Banal and pedestrian.  No element of personal response to the text.  

Repeated error.

Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5)  [5]

5 Very good
  Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 

structures (verb form, tenses, prepositions, word order.) 

4 Good 
  Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 

spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use more accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
  Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems in 

forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
  Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 

agreement of adjectives.

1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  

Consistent and repeated errors.

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

The candidate writes in excess of the 160 words permitted by the mark scheme for the two parts of this 
question.  Consequently, the final part of the personal response is disregarded.

(a) 5/10

  The mark scheme lists twelve specific details from the texts which answer the question of cómo el uso 
del automóvil afecta a la gente.  The candidate successfully notes five of these.

(b) 4/5

  The personal response would probably receive full marks if it could be considered in its entirety.    
However, in the section which is marked the candidate still manages to offer a personal opinion and 
different ideas which respond appropriately to the question.

Quality of Language 3/5

The standard of written language of earlier questions is maintained.  Although there are errors, the accuracy 
is sufficient for communication to be generally maintained.

Total mark 12/20
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Example candidate responses – grade E (whole script)

General comment

This is a fairly typical illustration of a grade E candidate’s work. In a patchy performance some understanding 
is shown of the two stimulus texts, and despite many language errors, communication is generally 
maintained.

Sección primera
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Question 1

Mark scheme

1 Refuse answers with omissions or extras, other than the addition of españoles to (c)

(a) uno de cada tres muertos [1]

(b) la razón de que use su vehículo particular  [1]

(c) a quienes más abandonados tienen los ayuntamientos  [1]

(d) analizar cómo es y qué necesita [1]

(e) deja su espacio de protección [1]

   [Total: 5 puntos]

Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

The omission of a quienes at the beginning of (c) is the only thing which prevents the candidate from 
receiving full marks for this exercise.
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Total mark 4/5

Question 2

Mark scheme

2   The following are examples of the way in which the answers could be expressed.  Answers should 
fit into the original text, retaining the same meaning, and contain all elements of the phrase to be re-
worked.

(a) los transeúntes son (los) responsables del / de / por un / el 65% de los atropellos   [1]

 accept:  (en) un / el 65% de los atropellos los transeúntes son responsables

 refuse:  para

 omission of article before percentage

(b) sin ser / sin que sean molestados por las bocinas de los coches [1]

 refuse:  estén 

(c) artilugios que se han inventado recientemente / artilugios recientemente inventados  [1]

 accept:  fueron / eran / han sido inventados / creados

 refuse:  son / están inventados / hechos

(d) cuandoquiera que el peatón desee cruzar [1]

 accept:  quiera

(e) hay que hacer(se) (las) reglas a favor de(l) viandante [1]

 accept: (con respecto a) las reglas hay que hacer(se) a favor de(l) viandante

 hay que hacer reglas que están a favor de(l) viandante

 refuse: hay que cambiar las reglas...

   [Total: 5 puntos]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

The manipulations exercise is often the most challenging on the paper, even for the most able candidates.  

(a) The candidate confuses the meaning of atropellos and transeúntes. 

(b) There is no recognition of structures involving sin que.

(c) The verbal construction is incorrect.

(d) The meaning and usage of cuandoquiera does not appear to have been understood.

(e) The answer which is offered does not make any sense.

Total mark 0/5
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Question 3

Mark scheme

3  NB. Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a)  los autos tienen prioridad  [1]

 deja sin protección al peatón  [1]

 se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie  [1]

(b) la tercera parte de los fallecidos son peatones  [1]

 en la mayoría de los casos el peatón causa el accidente  [1]

(c)  sale de paseo los fines de semana  [1]

 los otros días usa su coche  [1]

 las ciudades no favorecen ir a pie  [1]

(d) las autoridades no se preocupan por ellos  [1]

 no les resulta fácil a los ancianos cruzar la calle  [1]

 no salen de casa  [1]

(e)  el atropellado / peatón etc. usaba el móvil / MP3  [1]

 los peatones se distraían / no prestaban atención  [1]

 refuse:  answers which fail to make it clear that the pedestrian was distracted by using mobile etc.

(f) el peatón cambia su zona de seguridad por una de peligro  [1]

 cambiar las reglas para favorecer al peatón  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 
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Examiner comment

(a) 1/3  

  Disregarding the apparent contradiction, the candidate just about communicates one point, (los autos 
tienen prioridad).  The other two points (se pierde la costumbre de ir a pie / deja sin protección al peatón) 
are not mentioned.

(b) 1/2

  The first part of the answer matches one of the mark scheme points, (la tercera parte de los fallecidos 
son peatones).

(c) 2/3

  The candidate clearly states two of the points from the mark scheme, (sale de paseo los fines de 
semana / los otros días usa su coche).  The third point is invalidated by stating that it is the person’s 
preference not to walk, rather than las ciudades no favorecen ir a pie.

(d) 1/3

  Some of the vocabulary, especially bocina, causes confusion here.  However, the candidate still picks up 
a mark for ‘quiere quedarse en casa’.   

(e) 2/2

  Candidates of all abilities were able to relate to the idea of the part that modern technology commonly 
plays in road traffic accidents.  Both mark scheme points are clearly stated.

(f)   0/2

  Through apparent lack of understanding, nothing which the candidate writes here matches the ideas 
sought by the mark scheme, (el peatón cambia su zona de seguridad por una de peligro / cambiar las 
reglas para favorecer al peatón). 

Quality of Language (3-1)/5

The candidate displays a level of accuracy which is just about worthy of a mark of 3. However, as 0 was 
scored on an answer worth 2 marks the language mark is reduced by 1.

Total mark 9/20
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Sección segunda
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Question 4

Mark scheme

4   NB. Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer 
unless further original explanation is offered. 

(a) (para reducir) la contaminación  [1]

 refuse:  es la ciudad más contaminada...

 (porque) el tráfico normalmente avanza muy lentamente  [1]

 refuse:  hay mucha congestión (more detail needed)

 (para reducir) el ruido del tráfico  [1]

 para animar a la gente a buscar alternativas al coche  [1]

(b) hubo menos tráfico / congestión / atascos etc. en las calles  [1]

 se redujo el ruido / no se oyeron las alarmas de los coches  [1]

 la gente viajó de maneras más saludables / adelgazaron  [1]

 (idea of ‘healthy exercise / slimming’ needed – not just ‘people walked’)

(c) llama la atención sobre los efectos perjudiciales de los autos  [1]

 demuestra que se puede vivir normalmente sin coche  [1]

(d) casi la mitad de los empresarios / las empresas  [1]

 (49% or equivalent needed)

 sobre todo en comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes  [1]

 perdieron ventas / dinero  [1]

(e) el problema no consiste en el uso del coche  [1]

 sino en las deficiencias del transporte público  [1]

 el cual responde a intereses privados  [1]
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 Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 
structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 
spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems 
in forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 
agreement of adjectives. 

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  
Consistent and repeated error.

Additional marking guidance for questions 3 and 4

The five marks available for quality of language are awarded globally for the whole 
performance on each set of answers. 

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for content is scored on the full 
range of marks for language, i.e. length does not determine the quality of language mark.

An individual answer scoring 0 for content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language 
mark.  This means that the total mark out of 5 available on the whole set of answers is reduced 
on the following scale:

Answer(s) worth a total of 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 1

Answer(s) worth a total of 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 2

Answer(s) worth a total of 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 3

Answer(s) worth a total of 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by 4

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any 
content marks at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response
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Examiner comment

(a) 4/4

  The candidate clearly states three of the reasons for the ‘Día sin Carro’ , (la contaminación / el tráfico 
normalmente avanza muy lentamente / el ruido del tráfico).  Benefit of the doubt is given to the fourth 
reason, (para animar a la gente a buscar alternativas al coche), although the candidate places the 
emphasis on the city seeking alternative transport rather than its residents.

(b  2/3

  Two marks are scored, (hubo menos tráfico / congestión / atascos etc. en las calles / se redujo el ruido / 
no se oyeron las alarmas de los coches).  The point ‘más gente está andando’  needs to be extended to 
include the benefits to health of such exercise. 

(c) 1/2

  Although the quality of language is poor, one point of the mark scheme, (demuestra que se puede vivir 
normalmente sin coche), is just about communicated.

(d)  1/3

  A mark is awarded for successfully identifying the sectors of the economy which were especially 
affected, (sobre todo en comercio, industria, servicios / hoteles y restaurantes).   

(e) 0/3

  The candidate does not identify any of the points sought by the mark scheme. 

Quality of Language (3-1)/5

Again, the candidate just about makes it into the 3 mark band.  However, as 0 was scored on an answer 
worth 3 marks the language mark is reduced by 1.

Total mark 10/20
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Question 5

Mark scheme

5 Length of response

•  Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.

•  If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.

•  Then put a line through that part of the summary which exceeds 160.

•  Marks will be totalled at the bottom in the following sequence:

 Out of 10 for points scored in summary

 Out of 5 for personal response

 Out of 5 for language

 Total ringed out of 20

Content marks: Summary [10]

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum 10):

•  las ciudades están diseñadas para los coches

•  los peatones están desamparados

•  la gente se desacostumbra a ir a pie

•  sólo se sale de paseo los fines de semana

•  uno de cada tres muertos por accidentes de tráfico son peatones  or  

• muchos peatones atropellados se distraían con un móvil / MP3

•  los mayores tienen dificultad para cruzar la calle  or  se quedan en casa

•  los autos producen contaminación

•  la congestión (reduce la velocidad del viaje)

•  el ruido del tráfico es intolerable

•  los empresarios / las empresas pierden dinero si la gente no usa coches

•  no se usan maneras saludables de viajar
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Content marks: Response to the Text [5]
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the 
response to the original text stimulus and the ability to express a personal point of view.

5 Very good
  Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and imagination, a capacity to express a 

personal point of view.

4 Good
  Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work still shows an ability to express a range 

of ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues raised.

3 Sound
  A fair level of interest and ideas.  May concentrate on a single issue, but there is still a response to 

ideas in the text.

2 Below average
  Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum.  May disregard the element of response to the text, and 

write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0–1 Poor 
  Few ideas to offer on the theme.  Banal and pedestrian.  No element of personal response to the text.  

Repeated error.

Quality of Language: Accuracy (Questions 3, 4 and 5) [5]

5 Very good
  Consistently accurate.  Only very few errors of minor significance.  Accurate use of more complex 

structures (verb form, tenses, prepositions, word order.) 

4 Good 
  Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in 

spite of lapses.  Some capacity to use more accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound
  Fair level of accuracy.  Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems in 

forming correct agreement of adjectives.  Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
  Persistent errors in tense and verb forms.  Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in 

agreement of adjectives.

1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness.  Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.  

Consistent and repeated errors.

   [Total: 20]
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Example candidate response 

Examiner comment

The candidate writes in excess of the 160 words permitted by the mark scheme for the two parts of this 
question.  Consequently, the final part of the personal response is disregarded.

(a) 1/10

  Only the first text is addressed, and in the vaguest of terms.  The comprehension which the candidate 
displays in previous questions is absent here. One mark is awarded for a statement which approximates 
la gente se desacostumbra a ir a pie.
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(b) 3/5

  Half of the personal response is disregarded because of excessive length. In the section which is 
marked the candidate manages to develop one idea and offer a personal opinion.        

Quality of Language 3/5

The standard of written language matches that of earlier questions.  Although there are many errors and 
anglicisms, communication is generally maintained.

Total mark 7/20
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Component 3 – Essay

Question 1

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 18/24 for Language. Overall the candidate shows a generally sound grasp of grammar 
in spite of quite a few lapses. The thread is reasonably easy to follow and there is some attempt at varied 
vocabulary and advanced grammatical constructions. The candidate experiences some difficulty with 
matching plural subjects with appropriate verb endings, for example, “...existe muchos individuos...” and 
“...madres que quiere un bébe...” and also appears to struggle with the gender of some very basic nouns 
such as “el persona” and “los investigaciones” but, generally speaking, shows enough linguistic control to 
warrant a mark in the ‘Good’ category for Language. More marks would have been available had such errors 
been avoided.

In terms of Content, the mark awarded is 15/16. The essay is detailed, relevant to the title set, coherently 
argued and well structured, hence the mark in the ‘Very Good’ band. The topic is clearly well understood by 
the candidate.  The conclusion of the essay is effective and refers back to the title in an appropriate fashion. 
The candidate perhaps ran out of time and did not finish the last sentence but still managed to make 
convincing points in support of the argument.

Total mark 33/40
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 14/24 for Language.  There is a tendency to be simple in terms of grammatical 
understanding and, on occasions, there is a laboured feel to the writing. Indeed, it is sometimes difficult to 
decipher precise meaning, for example, “...Si hay solo un padre, creo que es menos dificil para el hijo que el 
otro padre para estar contentos porque tiene demasiado responsabilidad...” The incorrect application of rules 
pertaining to the conjugation of verbs also affects the mark awarded, for example, “...en el fúturo, todos 
los niños hoy en día, no tenieran los padres...”However, on the whole the candidate does enough to earn a 
mark for Language in the ‘Adequate’ category.

In terms of Content, the mark awarded is 12/16. There is sound knowledge of the topic, the thread is 
generally relevant to the title and the candidate shows some ability to develop an argument and draw 
conclusions. The conclusion of the essay refers back to the title in a reasonably effective manner. Overall, 
the content of the essay is good.

Total mark 26/40
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Example candidate response – grade E 
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 7/24 for Language. The sentence patterns are consistently simple and the language 
errors are regular and serious. The vocabulary of the essay is very much on the limited side with phrases 
such as “...hay puntos que dice que tiene y necesita a dos padres, y que pueden hace un gran impacto 
en los niños’ vida…” and “...en este visto, tienendo otro padre es necesario…” As a result, meaning 
is sometimes unclear and communication is impaired. Such lack of understanding of basic linguistic 
knowledge results in a mark in the ‘Poor’ band.

In terms of Content, the mark awarded is 12/16. Despite the language errors, the candidate manages to 
show sound knowledge of the subject matter. There is an ability to address the issues head on and the 
conclusions drawn are reasonably convincing. Again, the concluding remarks made in the essay refer back 
to the title set. The structure is good and there is a general feeling of relevance with regard to the points 
made by the candidate.

Total mark 19/40
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Question 5

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response  – grade A



Component 3 – Essay

77 Cambridge International A Level Spanish 9719



Component 3 – Essay
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 18/24 for Language. In general terms, the candidate shows a sound grasp of 
grammar in spite of a few lapses. The language is easy to follow and the register used by the candidate 
is highly appropriate to the task. There are some neat touches such as “...es imperativo que entendamos 
que...” and “ ...si tuviera más dinero luego podría dar algo a las autoridades…” that show a good level 
of linguistic control and which, inevitably, help the overall pace of the writing. The candidate would have 
scored more marks for language had errors such as “...más oportunidades para reciclar la basura ha sido 
establicidos en las ciudades por las autoridades...” been avoided. Nevertheless, the mark for Language is 
solidly in the ‘Good’ category.

In terms of Content, the mark awarded is 15/16. The essay is full of detail, its relevance is self-evident and 
there is a clear line of thought that is well argued and appropriately structured. The mark is in the ‘Very 
Good’ category given that the candidate is clearly well prepared in terms of environmental awareness in his/
her own country.

Total mark 33/40
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 11/24 for Language.  There is some degree of accuracy but some of the errors made 
by the candidate are serious in nature and suggest a lack of real understanding of Advanced Level grammar. 
Sentences such as “... puedemos usar energía de la olas y el tiempo es excellente por la energía eolíca…” 
and “…estoy muy enfadado que discutan las vacas no se les gustan porque creo que sea ridiculoso…” 
are clumsy and give a very laboured impression. Simple adjectival agreement and the spelling of certain 
adjectives appear to cause occasional difficulties for this candidate with phrases such as “…las molinas 
estarían demasiado ruidosa…” and “…proteger su país tranquillo…” contributing to the overall nature of the 
language used which places the essay in the ‘Adequate’ band for Language.

In terms of Content, the essay is awarded a mark of 13/16, placing it in the ‘Good’ category. There is a clear 
awareness of the issues. Reference is made to recent environmental disasters in order to support the points 
being made. The material is generally relevant to the title and, although the conclusion of the essay is not as 
clear-cut as it might have been, sufficient evidence is offered throughout the essay to convince the reader 
that the arguments are developed reasonably well.

Total mark 24/40
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment

This essay is awarded 9/24 for Language. The errors are serious and persistent and cover many different 
areas of grammatical knowledge. Simple lexical items such as “el polución”, “dangeroso elementes” and 
“petrolio”are a constant feature and such errors appear alongside others such as “...hay una problema 
porque es dependiente en el llueva a providir el agua..” and “...limitar su uso del coches que producen 
substancias dangerosos...” Understanding of exactly what the candidate is trying to say is impeded by the 
application of imprecise grammatical structures and consequently the essay is given a mark in the ‘Poor’ 
band for Language.

In terms of Content, the essay is awarded a mark of 9/16. There was some knowledge of the topic shown 
but the candidate finds it difficult to remain focused on the title. The conclusion of the essay is unconvincing 
in terms of relevance to the title. Often, with topics related to the environment, candidates fall in to the trap 
of writing in vague, unspecific terms about global warming and the like. Keeping the title in mind at all times 
is essential to accessing the higher mark bands and candidates should answer the question set and not the 
one they hoped they would see on the question paper.

Total mark 18/40
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Component 4 – Texts

General comment

In the examination candidates are required to write three essays. The example candidate responses 
provided in this booklet are single essays, rather than whole scripts, and exemplify particular grades on the 
assumption that the candidate has performed to the same standard across all three of his/her essays.

Examiners look for the candidate’s ability to communicate effectively in response to the question 
chosen.  Knowledge of the text and applying this successfully in a well-argued essay, which answers the 
question, is the main focus for assessment.  Any linguistic errors are ignored, provided they do not impede 
communication.

In all (a) questions in Sección primera of the question paper, Examiners expect the majority of the essay to 
be a detailed response to part (iii) of the question. Answers to parts (i) and (ii) can be fairly brief.

Mark scheme

Candidates must write their answers in the target language.  Examiners will look for a candidate’s ability to 
communicate effectively and will ignore linguistic errors which do not impede communication.

Passage-based questions

Examiners should consider the extent to which candidates have been able to identify the significant 
issues raised in the passage and, where appropriate, have applied these to the text as a whole.  The 
passage is a stimulus passage, to be used as a springboard to give candidates a starting point for their 
answer.  Examiners should allow candidates to use the passage as they choose, and ask themselves how 
successfully the candidates have manipulated their material and to what extent they have shown depth of 
awareness and knowledge of the workings of the text under discussion.  This is not an exercise in literary 
criticism: Examiners should reward candidates whose answers show good understanding of how a text 
works and how an author has conveyed the key issues.

Essay questions 

A prime consideration is that candidates show detailed knowledge and understanding of the text.

Extracts from Examiners’ Notes

This paper is intended to test candidates’ knowledge of a text and their ability to use this knowledge to 
answer questions in a clear and focused manner.  A sophisticated literary approach is not expected (though 
at the highest levels it is sometimes seen), but great value is placed on evidence of a firsthand response and 
thoughtful, personal evaluation of what candidates have read.  Candidates may have been encouraged to 
depend closely on prepared notes and quotations: quotation for its own sake is not useful, though it will not 
be undervalued if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer.

Candidates do not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band.  Examiners 
attempt to weigh all these up at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered for 
the category above.  At the lower levels, the answer may mention a few ‘facts’ but these may be so poorly 
understood, badly organised and irrelevant that it falls into category 10–11; or there may be just enough 
sense of understanding and focus for the examiner to consider the 12–13 band.  Again, at a higher level, 
an answer may be clear, solid and conscientious (perhaps 18–19), without showing quite the control and 
attention to perceptively chosen detail which would justify 20 or more.

Examiners take a positive and flexible approach and, even when there are obvious flaws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and especially any signs of understanding and careful organisation.
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Candidates are expected to write 500–600 words for each of their answers.  Candidates who write more 
than 600 words cannot be placed higher than the 16–17 category in the mark scheme.

Marks Description

22–25 Exceptional work.  Excellent ability to organise material, thorough knowledge, considerable 
sensitivity to language and to author’s intentions, understanding of some literary techniques.  
Really articulate and intelligent answers should be considered in this band even if there are still 
flaws and omissions.

20–21 Very good.  Close attention to detail of passages, controlled structure, perceptive use of 
illustration, good insight when discussing characters.  Ability to look beyond the immediate 
material and to show some understanding of author’s intentions and of underlying themes. 

18–19 Thoroughly solid and relevant work.  Candidate does not simply reproduce information: can 
discuss and evaluate material and come to clear conclusion.  Good focus on passages.  Some 
limitations of insight but coherent, detailed approach and aptly chosen illustrations.

16–17 Painstaking.  Sound knowledge of texts; mainly relevant.  Some attempt to analyse and 
compare, some sense of understanding.  Possibly not in full control of material; solid but 
indiscriminate.  Many very conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to write 
far too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.  Focused, coherent 
essays which lack really solid detail but convey a good understanding of the text should also be 
considered for this band.

14–15 Fair relevance and knowledge.  Better organised than work in the 12–13 band: the candidate 
probably understands the demands of the question without being able to develop a very 
thorough response.  Still a fairly simple, black and white approach.  Some narrative and ‘learnt’ 
material but better control and focus than work in the 12–13 band.  Many candidates probably 
fall into this category.

12–13 Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of plot and characters.  Makes assertions without 
being able to illustrate or develop points.  Probably still too dependent on narrative and 
memorised oddments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.  Can 
extract one or two relevant points from a set passage.

10–11 Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to answer the 
question.  The candidate rarely reads the set passage but uses it as a springboard for 
storytelling and memorised bits and pieces about characters.  Very general, unspecific 
approach.  Random, bitty structure.  Signs of organisation and relevance should be looked for in 
case the answer can be considered for a mark in the 12–13 band.

6–9 Marginally more knowledge here than in the 0–5 band.  The candidate may have read the text 
but is probably unable to see beyond the barest bones of the plot or half-remembered notes.  
Insubstantial; very little relevance.  The candidate may have problems with the language and 
will be unable to express ideas comprehensibly.

0–5 No discernible material.  Often very inadequate language.  Marks in this section are awarded 
almost on the basis of quantity: up to 3 for a sentence or two showing a glimpse of knowledge, 
4 or 5 where there is also a hint of relevance to the question.  It is possible for a candidate 
to write a whole page demonstrating no knowledge at all (have they read the book?), or only 
misunderstood background facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to either text or 
question.
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Question 2 (a)
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment

(i)  The candidate addresses this briefly, but communicates what is necessary.  The candidate is aware of 
the context.

(ii)  The candidate is able to refer to the chronological events of the play leading up to the point of the 
extract and to relate these to one of the major themes.  The fact that Don Álvaro is attracted more to 
Isabel because she is hidden away is a point well made.  

(iii)  The response is detailed in recounting the significant events – the rape, Crespo’s reaction, the rejection 
of marriage and the execution.  There is sufficient understanding of the theme of honour as applied by 
the military and by Crespo but the clash of ideologies is not fully explained.  The tragic outcome is also 
understood, although the effect on Isabel herself is not discussed.

The overall assessment takes into account the sound knowledge of the text and some analysis of the 
themes and reactions of characters. To increase the mark awarded, the candidate could have spent more 
time in dealing with the issues in part (iii), rather than giving as much detail and long quotation in part (ii).

Total mark 17/25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment

At first sight, this candidate has spent as much time on parts (i) and (ii) together as on part (iii).  

(i) The response is correct but more detail is given than is needed.

(ii)  The candidate gives a chronological account of events, but does mention Don Álvaro’s complete change 
of attitude towards ‘villanas’.

(iii)  The tone of the response continues here with further narration of the plot.  The candidate also shows 
understanding of the theme of ‘honour’ and the differing views of Crespo and the military.  The reaction 
of Crespo to Isabel’s plight is understood, and the consequence of this is clear.  

The quality of the argument is largely at the level of narrative with evidence of fair knowledge of the text and 
some understanding of the demands of the question.  The focus is maintained but the lack of analysis and 
conclusion keeps the mark at this level.

Total mark 14/25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment

This candidate shows knowledge and understanding but submits a short and sketchy answer.

(i) Correct and acceptably brief.

(ii)  There are some good references and quotations which show the nature of ‘love at first sight’ and the 
strength of Don Álvaro’s attraction, together with the overlooking of the social divide.

(iii)  A very short and generalised response.  The rape is mentioned, as is Crespo’s desire to restore his 
daughter’s honour but it is not a full answer.

The assessment here acknowledges sound knowledge of the text and relevant points made.  The lack of 
development, particularly in part (iii), limits the available marks.  This is an example of a candidate who has 
some insight and understanding but does not have the appropriate techniques for answering these types of 
question.

Total mark 12/25

Question 5 (a)



Component 4 – Texts

97 Cambridge International A Level Spanish 9719

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment

The candidate has used the time available in the most profitable way, by concentrating most on part (iii).

(i) A full but brief explanation.

(ii) A very good response with good use of the printed extract.

(iii)  This answer shows understanding of Juan’s situation and supports the points made with direct and 
relevant reference to the text, showing detailed knowledge and the ability to select appropriately. There 
is some repetition. To progress to the next band Examiners look for greater analysis and evaluation, 
leading to a clear conclusion.  There could have been greater comparison between Juan’s attitude at the 
beginning of the play and the end, for example.

The final assessment is that the answer is sound but the argument is informative rather than analytical. 

Total mark 17/25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment

This candidate has not numbered the answer with separate parts, but the use of three paragraphs forms the 
division of the response.  Candidates are advised to use the numbering as given on the question paper to 
avoid any misunderstanding.

(i) The candidate gives a fairly lengthy introductory sentence which gives context to the answer.

(ii)  The candidate uses the narrative to respond to this question.  In addition, references are made to Juan’s 
lack of initiative and growing sense of impotence.  These might have fitted better into part (iii). 

(iii)  In this response the candidate shows understanding of Juan’s state of mind and uses a specific 
example of the quarrel with la Abuela to illustrate this.  The points made are valid but do not develop the 
argument beyond a fairly simple response.

The mark awarded reflects a degree of organisation and control in the answer and fair knowledge of the 
text.

Total mark 14/25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment

At first reading, this candidate shows knowledge of the text but does not focus the argument directly on the 
question set.

(i)  The opening paragraph is not relevant to the question – the phrase under discussion does not reflect the 
use of colloquial language.  The candidate spends too much time explaining the meaning of the phrase 
in context, and does not mention the degree of unemployment.

(ii)  The candidate begins by discussing the role of la Abuela, which is not required.  The details given are 
correct, but do not inform the argument and the candidate misses the main point, which is that Lola is to 
go because Juan does not wish to emigrate.

(iii)  This part of the answer is very vague and generalised. There is some understanding of Juan’s state of 
mind but no discussion of how Juan’s circumstances develop during the course of the play.

This essay may reflect a lack of technique in planning examination answers.  The candidate has knowledge 
and some understanding but does not focus on the questions set.

Total mark 12/25
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Question 6 (a)

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment

This essay shows control and planning with a clear structure and focus on the question set.  The first 
friendship discussed is that of Daniel and Clara, which became an infatuation on Daniel’s part, and his first 
betrayal as he discovered Clara with a lover.  The candidate links Daniel’s relationships with the progress of 
the narrative, leading next to Fermín Romero de Torres.  The importance of this friendship and mutual support 
is mentioned but not developed.  The following paragraph introduces Julián Carax’s friendships and shows 
the vital role of Miguel Moliner.  In the concluding paragraph, the candidate evaluates the role of some of the 
friendships mentioned and emphasises their importance in the narrative.

The final assessment rewards the coherence of the answer, the knowledge shown and selection of relevant 
references to the text. 

Total mark 18/25

Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment

This answer is a typical example of a 14 –15  mark script.  The candidate has a fair knowledge of the text and 
uses references with some control.  There is a degree of organisation in the presentation of the essay as 
examples build up to form a fairly simple argument.  Here, the candidate considers the effect of a number 
of friendships in helping Daniel in his search for Julián Carax. There is a lack of detail, development and 
thorough investigation, which limits the mark awarded.  For example, the precise nature of the help given to 
Daniel by Fermín Romero de Torres is not discussed.  The presentation of the essay as one long paragraph 
is not ideal and may suggest lack of technique in planning and answering examination questions.

Total mark 15/25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment

This essay shows knowledge of the text and the ability to focus on the question but it is very brief.  The 
information given is relevant but not analysed, although it is significant in the development of the narrative. 

Total mark 12/25
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Question 8 (b)

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment

This is a coherent essay with an organised argument. The candidate states that Bernarda exercises 
considerable power in controlling the behaviour of her daughters. Some interesting points are made, such 
as the idea of Bernarda using her power as ‘un arma maligna’, and the influence of public opinion on her 
actions. The argument then proceeds to show how her power is not sufficient to prevent the tragic events 
of the play, but that her reaction to Adela’s death is to reinforce her regime immediately.

The assessment rewards the sound knowledge of the text.  There is evidence of some understanding of 
the point of the question but the candidate tends to describe the nature of Bernarda’s power or control over 
other members of her family and staff rather than analyse why she behaved in this way and to what extent 
it fails.

Total mark 17/25
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Examiner comment

This essay has a clear exposition that Bernarda believes she has more power than she actually does and 
that she is not prepared to face up to the reality of the situation. The candidate understands how Adela’s 
view of the world has been transformed by her relationship with Pepe and that Bernarda chooses to ignore 
La Poncia’s warnings. The reference to Bernarda’s mother is correct in terms of her physical confinement 
but does not go beyond this.

The essay as a whole shows potential to achieve a higher mark. The candidate knows the text but does 
not analyse and evaluate the material or provide sufficient evidence to support the points made. Some 
examples of missing detail include the arguments between the sisters and the influence of the nature of 
society at the time. It may be simply lack of technique in writing examination answers, which has limited 
this response. 

Total mark 14/25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment

This essay begins quite well, with references to Bernarda as a dictator who uses her stick as a symbol 
of her power and control.  In the second paragraph, the quotation from the ‘criadas’ is apposite, showing 
how Bernarda is being ignored behind her back.  Following this section, the candidate mentions how 
Adela’s suicide proves that the Bernarda’s power is limited.  The answer becomes repetitive with general 
comments.  

The assessment rewards sound knowledge of plot and characters but the mark is limited by the lack of 
development of the points made.   A conclusion is offered but has not been established as by definition a 
dictatorship implies enforced obedience.

Total mark 12/25
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