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Option A: Families and Households

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2

1 (a) Describe, with examples, the meaning of kinship. [9]

(b) ‘In modern industrial societies functions that were once carried out by the family are now
carried out by the state’. Evaluate this claim. [16]

2 (a) Describe the factors that influence fertility rates. [9]

(b) Assess the view that in modern societies matrifocal family types are becoming the norm. [16]

Option B Education

Answer either Question 3 or Question 4

3 (a) Describe the ways in which schools can help form a pupil’s identity. [9]

(b) Evaluate the importance of factors outside of school in influencing pupils’ educational
achievements. [16]

4 (a) Describe, with examples, the way in which the hidden curriculum operates within schools. [9]

(b) ‘The most influential factor in determining a pupil’s educational achievements is their school
sub-culture’. Assess this statement. [16]

Option C Religion

Answer either Question 5 or Question 6

5 (a) Describe the Functionalist perspective on the way in which religion helps maintain social
order. [9]

(b) Assess the view that religious faith is a feature of the marginalised. [16]

6 (a) Describe, with examples, what sociologists mean by a church. [9]

(b) Assess sociological explanations for the continuation of worship in apparently secular
societies. [16]
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Option D Crime and Deviance

Answer either Question 7 or Question 8

7 (a) Describe, with examples, how sociologists carry out victim surveys. [9]

(b) Evaluate the usefulness of New Left Realism in explaining the nature of crime. [16]

8 (a) Describe, with examples, the types of delinquent sub-cultures that can be found in societies.
[9]

(b) Evaluate the contribution of feminist theorists to the study of crime and deviance. [16]

Option E Work and Leisure

Answer either Question 9 or Question 10

9 (a) Describe the post-industrial society thesis. [9]

(b) ‘Gender equality is a feature of the modern industrial workplace’. Assess this view, making
reference to sociological studies of the workplace. [16]

10 (a) Explain, with examples, what sociologists mean by leisure. [9]

(b) ‘Alienation is no longer a feature of the modern industrial workplace’. Assess this view. [16]

Option F Mass Media

Answer either Question 11 or Question 12

11 (a) Describe the role of the mass media in the political process. [9]

(b) ‘The mass media is a means of ideological control’. Assess this view. [16]

12 (a) Describe, with examples, the ways in which different age groups use the mass media. [9]

(b) Evaluate the usefulness of cultural effects studies of the mass media. [16]
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