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SOURCE A

Nawab Siraj-ud-Duala opposed the growing British power in Bengal in 1757. Robert Clive, 
commander of the British East India Company’s troops that had just retaken Calcutta from the 
Nawab, began to re-establish control of Bengal. Clive was heavily outnumbered by the Nawab’s 
forces, but persuaded Mir Jafar, the Nawab’s commander, to switch sides and not fight when the 
two armies met. The Nawab opened the battle with heavy gunfire which went on until it started to 
rain heavily. Clive’s troops covered their cannon and muskets to protect them from the rain, whilst 
the Nawab’s troops did not. When the rain cleared, Clive attacked. The Nawab’s troops retreated. 
22 of Clive’s soldiers were killed and 500 of the Nawab’s soldiers were killed. 

From Seven Years’ War: Battle of Plassey by Kennedy Hickman

SOURCE B

The British East India Company

A painting of a British official of the British East India Company riding in an Indian 
procession in 1825. 

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every reasonable 
effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the publisher will 
be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge International 
Examinations Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download at www.cie.org.uk after 
the live examination series.

Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local 
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.


