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Questions 1 – 4 
 

Question Answer Mark 

1 (a) Under the Moon [1] 

 (b) science fiction / sci-fi [1] 

2 (a) (a) windmill / (a) wind-mill / (a) wind mill [1] 

 (b) (mountain) bike(s)  /  
use of bike(s) /  
use bike(s) /  
(no) bike(s) (charge(s)) /  
(free) bike use 

[1] 

3 (a) (a) (lovely) mirror [1] 

 (b) (in the) bathroom [1] 

4 (a) (a) farmer [1] 

 (b) (its) colour [1] 
 
    [Total: 8] 
 
Question 5 
 

Question Answer Mark 

 (a) professional cookery [1] 

 (b) equipment [1] 

 (c) cake making / making a cake / making cakes [1] 

 (d) kitchen assistant [1] 

 (e) (a) section [1] 

 (f) menu design [1] 

 (g) (long) hours /  
(working) hours 

[1] 

 (h) (food) writers [1] 

 
    [Total: 8] 
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Question 6 
 
Speaker 1 F  [1] 

Speaker 2 C [1] 

Speaker 3 A  [1] 

Speaker 4 B  [1] 

Speaker 5 G  [1] 

Speaker 6 D [1] 

 
    [Total: 6] 
 
Question 7 
 
 (a) C [1] 

 (b) C [1] 

 (c) A [1] 

 (d) A [1] 

 (e) B [1] 

 (f) A [1] 

 (g) A [1] 

 (h) C [1] 

 
    [Total: 8] 
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Transcript 1 
Listening (Core) 
November 2016 

 
TRACK 1 
 
R1  Cambridge International Examinations 

 
International General Certificate of Secondary Education 
 
November examination series 2016 
 
English as a Second Language 
 
Core Tier – Listening Comprehension  

 
 

Welcome to the exam. 
 

In a moment, your teacher is going to give out the question papers. When you get your 
paper, fill in your name, Centre number and candidate number on the front page. Do 
not talk to anyone during the exam.  

 
If you would like the recording to be louder or quieter, tell your teacher NOW. The 
recording will not be stopped while you are doing the exam. 

 
Teacher: please give out the question papers, and when all the candidates are ready 
to start the test, please turn the recording back on. 

 
[BEEP] 
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TRACK 2 
 
R1 Now you are all ready, here is the exam. 
 
Questions 1–4 
 
You will hear four short recordings. Answer each question on the line provided. Write no more 
than three words for each detail. 
 
You will hear each recording twice. 
 
Pause 00’05” 
 
R1  Question 1 
 
 (a) What is the name of the book that the man recommends? 
 
 (b) What type of book has the woman just finished? 
 
(two friends, 20s) 
 
F:  *I need another book to read. What are you reading at the moment? 
 
M:  Oh, I’m on the last chapter of one called The Dragon Man. Have you heard of it? 
 
F:  Yeah – it’s had good reviews. I’m not sure it’s my kind of thing, though. What else have you 

got? 
 
M:  Well, there’s this one called Under the Moon. You won’t be disappointed with it. It’s really 

well written, and it’s the first book by this author! 
 
F:  As long as it’s not science fiction. That’s what I’ve been reading for the last couple of weeks, 

and I’ve had enough of it! 
 
M:  Actually it’s a detective story. And the ending is quite a surprise. Try it!** 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’05” 
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R1  Question 2 
 
 (a) Which building does the man suggest they stay in for their holiday? 
 
 (b) What is included in the price?  
 
(M, 30s, answerphone message) 
 
*Hi. I’m trying to book our holiday on the website – you know, the one we looked at with unusual 
buildings to rent – but I need you to call me back. The lighthouse that we liked the look of is fully 
booked, but I spotted a windmill, which is in the same area, and it’s available that week. What do you 
think? It’s a bit more expensive, but they have mountain bikes which we can use for no extra charge. 
They’ve also got a canoe which we could hire for a day. I think it looks great – can you call me back 
when you have a chance? Bye...** 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’05” 
 
R1  Question 3 
 
(a) What did the woman buy this morning? 
 
(b) Where do they decide to put it?  
 
(husband and wife, 30s) 
 
M:  *You’re back early. Didn’t you find anything in the shops? 
 
F:  Yes, I did. I saw a lovely mirror, but unfortunately the only one in the shop was damaged. I 

liked it because the frame is exactly the same colour as that nice rug we’ve got. Anyway, 
they’ve ordered me another one, and I’ve paid for it – it’s coming tomorrow. Here – I took a 
picture of it on my phone. What do you think? 

 
M:  Oh, it’s great. It’ll look perfect in the bathroom, don’t you think? Or, actually, how about in the 

hall, by the front door? 
 
F:  I like your first idea. 
 
M:  Great!** 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’05” 
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R1  Question 4 
 
(a) Who won the top prize for bread-making? 
 
(b) What impressed the presenter about the cheese she bought?  
 
(Radio announcement, F, 40s) 
 
*Coming up in half an hour is The Food Show. I’ve been to the national food awards this week, and I’ll 
be talking to two very successful bread-makers. They are a shop assistant, who received wonderful 
praise from the judges, and a farmer, who only started home baking last year but was voted this 
year’s champion. And I’ll be telling you all about a cheese that I simply had to buy a piece of. It’s 
organic, of course, but I was really amazed by its colour, though you’ll have to go to our website to 
see that for yourself. Join me in half an hour, on The Food Show.** 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’05” 
 
R1  That is the end of the four short recordings. In a moment you will hear Question 5. 

Now look at the questions for this part of the exam. 
 
Pause 00’20” 
 
 
TRACK 3 
 
R1  Question 5 
 
You will hear a talk given by a chef. Listen to the talk and complete the details below. Write 
one or two words only in each gap. 
 
You will hear the talk twice. 
 
(M: 40s) 
 
V1 *Thanks for coming along to this week’s careers talk, which is all about becoming a chef. If you 
love food and really enjoy cooking, as I do, this could be the perfect career for you. 
 
Most people who want to become a chef do some sort of training course. There are many different 
diploma courses available, but one of the most popular these days is in Professional Cookery. I 
actually did a degree in Food Technology, which does take longer, but it was definitely worth it, as far 
as I was concerned. 
 
Whichever course you choose, you spend some time in the classroom, and lots of time in the kitchen. 
But you won’t spend all your time studying food – you need to know about equipment too. And there 
are key skills which you’ll have to pick up – things like time keeping, and following instructions are 
essential! 
 
Courses are divided up into parts so that you focus on a specific type of food at one time. So, you 
might do salads one week, fish in another, and so on. Cake making is generally what gets most 
students excited, but when I did my course, my favourite part was in fact making sauces!  
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Although it’s a good idea to do a course and get a qualification, you don’t actually have to in order to 
get a job in a restaurant. You could just start as a trainee chef or kitchen assistant, and at this level 
you would spend a few weeks or even months focusing on each different type of food, learning as you 
work. You’d be working directly under a person called a section chef – that’s a person who is 
responsible for a particular food area, such as meat, or even bread – and that’s a position you could 
progress to in time. The next step up is to become what’s known as a sous chef – this person works 
directly under the head chef, and needs to be able to take over when necessary. The top job, or head 
chef, means having overall responsibility for the kitchen, which also means preparing and meeting 
budgets, and of course menu design – which is something you need plenty of creativity and 
imagination for. 
 
Working as a chef suits people who are extremely organised, can communicate clearly and work as 
part of a team. Of course there are some drawbacks to the work – you don’t get paid much to begin 
with, and you’ll probably have to work long hours, often in a very hot environment.  
 
Sometimes people think they want to be a chef, so they do a training course, start working, and then 
realise that the job isn’t for them. But that’s not always a problem, as there are plenty of other careers 
that chefs can move into. There’s education, of course, and some become critics or even food writers. 
You can also work in health, for example giving advice on diets. And there are other possibilities as 
well. 
 
Before I continue, has anyone got any questions?** 
 
Pause 00’30” 
 
R1   Now you will hear the talk again. 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’30” 
 
R1  That is the end of the talk. In a moment you will hear Question 6. Now look at the 

questions for this part of the exam. 
 
Pause 00’25” 
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TRACK 4 
 
R1  Question 6 
 
You will hear six people talking about professional sports men and women. For each of 
speakers 1 to 6, choose from the list, A to G, which opinion each speaker expresses. Write the 
letter in the appropriate box. Use each letter only once. There is one extra letter which you do 
not need to use. 
 
You will hear each speaker twice. 
 
R1  *Speaker 1 
 
F, 20s 
 
I was a good swimmer when I was younger – I used to train at a local club four times a week. I took 
part in loads of competitions and used to imagine myself in the Olympics one day, receiving a gold 
medal as a national hero – I don’t think anything could beat that. Anyway, I soon started to find the 
training quite stressful – I was always being pushed to do better and achieve more, and in the end I 
decided it was all too much. I still swim, but just for fun these days! 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1  Speaker 2 
 
M, 40s 
 
I’m a real football fan and watch all my team’s matches. People say that footballers shouldn’t earn so 
much, but if you think about it, they’re only at the top for a few years – the money has to last them for 
the rest of their lives. What amazes me is the way they can block out all the noise in the stadium, the 
shouting and singing, and concentrate on the game. I’m sure that’d be the most challenging aspect of 
playing professionally. 
 
Pause 00’10” 
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R1  Speaker 3 
 
F, 18ish 
 
I love watching athletics on TV – I find it so exciting! But also I’ve always been inspired by the athletes 
themselves, the way they put so much into trying to achieve their goals. I think they set such a good 
example, for kids in particular. And I also think it’s great when you see them moving into a different 
career when they can’t compete any longer – like presenting sports shows on TV, or becoming a 
coach. They’ve got so many opportunities!  
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1  Speaker 4 
 
M, 20s 
I’m really into tennis – when I was younger I wanted to play professionally. I thought it’d be so cool to 
be a top player, and to do something you love as a career. Of course the reality’s different – they give 
up so much to get where they are, and the hours they spend practising means they can’t do things 
that a normal person takes for granted, like going out with friends at the weekend. But then they do 
get to travel all over the world, so it’s not all bad! 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1  Speaker 5 
 
F, 40s 
 
Sometimes I feel sorry for professional sports men and women – we all have such high expectations 
of them and then we all criticise them for their performance when they don’t win the medal or beat the 
record that we thought they should’ve. They’re only human, after all! I think part of the problem is that 
we all hear about the huge amounts they can get in prize money or from sponsors, but actually I think 
they deserve it if they succeed! 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1  Speaker 6 
 
M, 30s 
People who get to the top in their sport have so many qualities besides being extremely fit and strong. 
They work really hard, and they don’t get distracted when they are aiming for something. So I think 
they should be able to use these skills in later life when they stop playing professionally – really there 
should be far more opportunities for them than it seems there actually are. I can’t understand why so 
many of them don’t move on to something else so easily.** 
 
Pause 00’20” 
 
R1  Now you will hear the six speakers again. 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’30” 
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R1  That is the end of the short talks about professional sports men and women. In a 
moment you will hear Question 7. Now look at the questions for this part of the exam. 

 
Pause 00’25” 
 
 
TRACK 5 
 
R1 Question 7 
 
You will hear a student called Sally interviewing her friend Martin about reading books. Listen 
to the interview and look at the questions. For each question, choose the correct answer A, B 
or C and put a tick (√) in the appropriate box.  
 
You will hear the interview twice. 
 
F: Sally (late teens) 
 
M: Martin (late teens) 
 
F:  *Hi Martin. As you know, I’m supposed to interview somebody and then give a presentation 

to the class about what books young people read, so I appreciate your help with this. 
 
M:  Sure no problem, Sally.  
 
F:  Well, I know you love to read, but how do you choose your books? 
 
M:  Normally, I just look at the description at the back of the book, but it was different for the one 

I’m reading now. I was talking to my mum about what to read and she said she’d heard about 
this interesting new book on the radio. Then our teacher recommended the same book to me 
and my friend Billy because he knows we both like adventure stories. Surprisingly, Billy 
couldn’t get into it and gave it away, but I loved it. 

 
F:  Hmm, I might read it myself. It’s called Tomorrow’s the Day, isn’t it? Does the title mean 

anything? 
 
M:  Yes, it does, actually. One of the characters says this phrase, ‘Tomorrow’s the Day’, right at 

the start of the story, suggesting that a big change is going to take place. But it doesn’t, even 
though you keep expecting it to, right up to the end of the story.  

 
F:  I think I really like this author. Can you tell me a bit more about him? 
 
M:  Well, he used to be a journalist writing about successful sportsmen and sportswomen, before 

he published his first novel. What I didn’t realise until recently, though, was that he spent a 
couple of years in this town as a student.  

 
F:  Oh, right. Let’s talk about the book itself now. Where does the story take place?  
 
M:  The story is set in and around the main character’s home – a big house in the countryside. I 

thought this house must’ve been where he’d grown up, or perhaps where he’d spent time on 
holiday, because he described it so well. In fact, the author was inspired by a well-known 
castle in Scotland he’d seen in a documentary.  

 
F:  I know that this author has written several books. Which one is the winner for you? 
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M:  Well, I’ve read a few of his books, but not all of them. Last Game Over wasn’t bad and I’ve 
read really good reviews of It Never Was. I’m actually thinking of reading it next to see for 
myself if it’s as good as they say. The story that impressed me, though, was The Lake 
People. I just couldn’t put it down.  

 
F:  Wasn’t one of the author’s novels turned into a movie? 
 
M:  Yes, and I wish they hadn’t done that. Obviously, they couldn’t include the entire plot – it 

would’ve been far too long for a movie and it didn’t bother me that the names had been 
changed. But I noticed they filmed it in a different location. That was a real shame.  

 
F:  What about other authors? Have you read anything by Jane Green? She’s my favourite. 
 
M:  I’m not really sure about her. Her books tend to be very long which probably puts some 

people off, but doesn’t really bother me that much. The book I read had so many characters 
in it that I thought I’d find it difficult to keep a track of who is who. In the end, it was the 
tragedy after tragedy in the plot that spoilt it for me.  

 
F:  Fair enough. I guess we all like different things. That brings me to my last question. How do 

you like to read your books? 
 
M:  When I was growing up, my grandma had a lot of books on tapes so that she could listen to 

them because her eyesight was a bit poor. And you may be surprised how many people still 
use them. I’m quite traditional, so books that are printed are my top choice. A lot of my 
friends say it’s time I started using my tablet to read books, and that I’d love it. I’ll have to 
think about that.  

 
F:  Well, I think I’ve got enough for my presentation now. Thanks again for all your help.** 
 
Pause 00’30” 
 
R1 Now you will hear the interview again. 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
 
Pause 00’30” 
 
That is the end of Question 7, and of the exam. 
 
In a moment your teacher will collect your papers. Please check that you have written your 
name, Centre number and candidate number on the front of your question paper. Remember, 
you must not talk until all the papers have been collected. 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1  Teacher, please collect all the papers. 


