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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English 1123, and to
show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and
assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2018 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub.

These files are:

June 2018 Question Paper 12

June 2018 Paper 12 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — Task 1, high Examiner comments

Quostion _ Part - e | @ For Task Fulfilment, the
o | T 1. Tesl : A ' . . o 5 : candidate adds more information
S : : than is required by the question

- - T to ensure that the format looks
o $re . G. A Pexéra , Briocipal " | authentic. In particular, a topic

-From___rﬂe_ucm_&dmmna\ﬁ.,_ciass TC N heading is supplied.
Dote’ 3™ gF tlay 2018
Time: Q135 e :
Pon - Coater break.. Ao Far aiudeots
* As Royal College (8 increoslng . . \

a - .| @ The candidate can use
- ] vocabulary which is precise

. o . o . . Examiner comments are
o Via Ve TR B N T eoa Hao arudent numbg_zgg,__a,.]_gp___ck_g .
o T alongside the answers. These
L Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. explain where and why marks | |
These show you the types of answers for each level. were awarded. This helps you
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in to interpret the standard of
Kthe classroom to improve their skills. Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine

Ktheir exam technique. J

How the candidate could have improved their answer

The candidate was able to identify keywords in the text and utilised them as part of the answers. This candidate
interpreted explicit and implicit information, including the writer’s attitude. The candidate also demonstrated
understanding of how to write using appropriate language and structure to effectively answer the questions.

This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The question asked why the author uses these particular phrases to convey his meaning. Many candidates only
gave the definition or explained the phrases without giving the reasons why the author used these particular phrases.
Therefore, the reponses gained only one mark.

Often candidates were not awarded Lists the common mistakes candidates made
marks because they misread or in answering each question. This will help your
misinterpreted the questions. learners to avoid these mistakes and give them

the best chance of achieving the available marks.

@ PAST PAPERS
]NSIDE

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Example Cand

idate Responses — Paper 1

Task 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Part

Question

a1}

“Tesk 4

To: Mrs . 8. A Pgrgrcn.prfncfpa\

From:_Mevon ﬁdx‘ﬁqf{g\r@ , clGes. 10 A

Date' g% oF May. Yol °

Time: 9.4 _"\ﬁ felaal
Rea - .Caaier break. .oy ~aideats |

As Royal College (s increosing - (n

student  numbers_  olso _aiie

Papularity

alsa {f'\(:fea;‘ﬁ(%‘= As o _vesult s f\‘hn;vr_a prany
places _in _4we_  scheot sucih_.os e capieen
'=""nre=“ oveyr cmo;gé_e_d. Moat  studeat {eq;r’e'\“ byeak Hme.
lag  :h  is . extremely ehqoh\ o by o mea ‘
' Pmm e ___canteen.- tnyeeh E rave __had mAn\J-
(,\T\FOfﬁur\c\\’e werdents aX:_the conteon. \Whery

Jlive  condeon - becames  crowded w 'w&_m«\%_g _Children

the caniedn

becomes bedtle Field Bach ane

Fialhhine
J J

«E‘JY hel o

Med\‘ As o cesulk:

.

AGNES
R

(N s Fed.

v students

have  been

To so\ve . Anis problexn_gmefea\cherﬁ and

| a¥udents”

bath ' cedomeerid

1L meve

bui»h;l_\_ﬂcﬂ.g,}_ewo

_conteens ___owound___dhe scnoolias sprecding,

4nd _ studends armeng voony_ candeens  wil

eas e

e . atherg - rcommend |

con yeston. The

Ine_cuxfent __conteen _ _so

| stidents

expanding

have QPQ\QQ o eo.‘ﬁqn"e 53‘?)\'.0-( scroa \

1reacnérs

rerom 5uqq'9_s+ed: - %o veduce the (Atoks.

0B otadents  ia dke school. The bré'i:‘eé'frs ‘ Couf:ta:l

[suggested

lereeerterg to have .

A Fox _eack

grode., s thot  ides . Heeee | osth

experce O ¥he . 30k00)

be re

Q\{\l one oF . Ahese

~ $olowing

1S mistmal 1
‘metheds a_',

J
the  studenrs  oF Rouyal_College will _bene Bt

© For Task Fulfilment, the
candidate adds more information
than is required by the question
to ensure that the format looks
authentic. In particular, a topic
heading is supplied.

e The candidate can use
vocabulary which is precise
enough to convey shades of
meaning.

e For Task Fulfilment, the
candidate includes personal as
well as general experience, as
required by the question.

o The candidate uses images to
convey the situation.

e For bullet point 1 of Task
Fulfilment, the candidate has
indicated realistic difficulties.

@ The spelling is nearly always
accurate, even when the word
is a difficult one. Later examples
include the word ‘beneficial’.

e ‘minimal’ is another example
of the candidate using good
vocabulary.

© For bullet point 2 of Task
Fulfilment, the candidate gives
several appropriate suggestions.

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

‘.erod-\je@kg the  canteen . uwisll__ké oo _mutn mp.r.;'e - @ The candidate uses some
relasing place. 1o _eak: ead o less——bazerdsus variation in sentence structures to
By mw’\dﬂ‘,r_g T . Hie  aruenie . i create some natural fluency.

G recieve yogunes,  dn Ahe  condeen  worll fe_d__\gcé.

,: qrecxﬂg : and  ee Meg nf\o'a'% {mpof‘mrﬂ—)j the 1 @ Sentence separation is
seoal.will - be o X0 __cope. with thé (ncxesiog | | accurate and the punctuation
aumhes  of  students™ :ha,v((\g - lafge  drowds i generally helpful.
the. conteen 48 & healfh razoed oo sludents |

‘ veducing  gucn  \orge amoundts ok arudenys (o | m For Task Fulfilment, the
'm_,___fhﬁ___g._m:\t_gﬂ___ Wil ___he . YerePmial Far atudembs. . | candidate has addressed bullet
@_'__T _rope._gou +a\££’”°“’ W _ihese. ‘suggestions | point 3.

‘ Soveok, Hmg b
Fo: 60 ot  Ahe G_%#%“__mffeﬁ__&__g&a‘e”f E s E\left:;one
a 5

@ The paragraphs show some

Y ,' ity i ' | evidence of planning, usually
@ e | | according to the separate bullet
€. Edivisinghe ) il points.
: = (5 wloid : @ For Task Fulfilment, the
S : : | | candidate at the end includes an
@ ) ‘ . B . | appropriate signature to enhance
‘ - | | the format.

@ Overall, the writing is
increasingly accurate with some
slips caused by ambition.

Task Fulfilment: 13 out of 15
Language: 12 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
25 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» As far as Task Fulfilment was concerned, there was good understanding of purpose, situation and audience,
as well as an entirely appropriate format. The tone was also appropriate. Although the candidate did well with
difficulties and suggestions for bullet points 1 and 2, the third bullet point was addressed rather than fully answered.
The point said enough about the benefit for the students but it needed more information regarding exactly how
the school had benefited. As it was, it relied on saying that the school ‘will be able to cope’ and earlier it said there
would be less expense but a little more detail here would have helped.

» In Language, although the script improved and maintained a natural fluency, the opening paragraph had slips
of agreement (‘Most student’), spelling (‘by’ for ‘buy’) and the use of a non-sentence. The candidate could have
checked these before moving on to Section 2.

» Also, as far as Language was concerned, the candidate needed to vary the vocabulary a little more, particularly
in the opening paragraph. There was too much reliance on the repetition of vocabulary and expression, notably
‘canteen’ and ‘as a result’.

* There was an attempt to vary structures but even more variety of sentence lengths and types would have helped.
The same was true of the punctuation which, although adequate, lacked sophistication. The correct use of, for
example, question marks and semi-colons would have helped.
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Question

Part

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

1

1

a_—refor-r For i w.w&_j_uﬂ(cm:ﬁwmdeﬁ—é@@i_

"Ev'—%z::ez‘r";—‘

14 May. 20)3
[ .

To_the Principal
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havs,ocl: break_time . _The nunoker_of_. &MM_JL_ereaU _wedn____
'”16 &%Jen-f' _-I-xxke_._a.__..!oy_..f’_'ﬂ_é_ic__éuy_ -snac/{_ mt_lom_t.a_k__:’_'/!ﬁs;b__.

‘I’tye: GLAJ_emI' al-fo Jon-l- [ﬂave-___cngyh e, ~/*o cl_owL 4’06_{.,0_/(._.d_.<l

olee bredle . Some chudeit O\’fD_.‘JonJ__véaVC..A_F[Q(C_@.-:E#._Q:’{L_Lﬁd}_‘ﬂc:4

-Hic Hualanl'r e *‘oa hnmﬂu

n )

estong ot e qé'/u-nz hews_the._. {céloo[._a%"}__.__t
r_the loreak Jirge b Mo_\ée_..

Lo. %e_A&
make ’orazk_:".ma_gaﬂar__gre._l_w

Leure_the. ({odeb-l‘_san_buy_magfﬁ_‘m«_&, e, X alco_<on_naoke |

‘H’)/ [}u/ldn’{' bove Cnmnl'l Az '{‘n -lﬂ.kc thak dnJ eagé_«nacj(

e OJ‘Q..CRD_I”GVZOJL._:Hae_ loce_Lor_dhe _edadentc 4y ot

%__L_C_QO_&M,!&___'{:_‘!& »’\uméif V{ &'A&Jeh"l'f Qre. -100 qu

“The mJe.mA_miJ@.e_‘chaoj,.wj,i/.../a%:fi_gmmlgl_<_nzz_

| 4he

tudent con doke o break v cacier -_‘_T[hg_.d_qum[_,

_can

V’G_’Q\K_._Md__étzﬂ:"_h_.é‘e_ﬁ_" 0. .. ACrY O S a-»[ #Ie hreak “‘l"""'é’_

o For Task Fulfilment, the basics
of the format (date, audience and
signature at the end) are provided.

e The purpose of the writing is
understood and the start of the
second paragraph makes the
situation clear.

e Simple, accurate punctuation
such as the use of the full stop
helps with sentence separation.

o The candidate addresses bullet
point 1 by providing three basic
difficulties, all of which are related
to the situation set out in the
question.

6 Spelling of a basic vocabulary
is usually accurate and the later
words ‘nervous’ and ‘hopefully’ are
more sophisticated words which
have the correct spelling.

e The suggestions given to
address bullet point 2 are sensibly
related to the difficulties in
paragraph 2 and so they answer
the problems the school has.

0 The overall meaning of the
writing is never in doubt with some
simple accurate structures.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

O T i e oo make bk dive ortier foe o] | © The candidate makes clear
P e < e cyaond"f”ﬂ how the students will benefit and

<full g, : << e _na . jon1 ., ¢’ . .+
U‘“’%‘“‘/""“’/‘“L‘M‘L"‘“““‘f"’ dtale nay cappection. Thool | gives more than one benefit.

e Lo]? _____

,_Q_ j@\& &

! ' . , | @ Paragraphing is made clear

L % . , and appropriate by the candidate.
L Tvy G’J’I Ko liz") ]

Task Fulfilment: 10 out of 15
Language: 7 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

Although the candidate made the purpose, audience and situation clear, a lot of the question was lifted to form

the answer. This gave an artificial correctness to the text, paragraph 1 especially. The whole of the text relied very
heavily on the vocabulary and expression of the question and the candidate could have used their own words more
convincingly. Using the words of the question to this extent made it difficult for the candidate to convey any sense
of their own opinion.

The format of the piece was generally good. However, the candidate could have made it even better by avoiding
the use of ‘Thank you’ at the end which made the ending seem like a letter.

The candidate addressed all the bullet points but in bullet point 3 the candidate omitted any specific mention of the
school benefit. The expression ‘easier for everyone’ did not make up for the lack of specific reference to the school.

Although the overall meaning was never in doubt, the candidate could have given more attention to the use of
verbs and tenses which were often incorrect. This meant that it was difficult to find correct sentences and certainly
there was a lack of ‘patches’ of accuracy.

The candidate could have used a far more varied vocabulary. The words ‘student(s)’, ‘break’, ‘snack’, increase/
increasing’ and ‘easy/easier’ occurred very frequently indeed and dominated the text.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response —

Question

Part

low

Bowm o -

o Qehos | PHRGRAC

o the. Princpuds, s repock il shan i SiRcalse
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hus s%m__x&wmm__&w- o R VONR O vy Tlae ol tosgt
4 Hoese conn e ebhown SO W S -a-? he,
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E\A\\r)\mar Sheadaas, eamy %ua e @@k rved orﬁw

Examiner comments

0 The use of the candidate’s own
words in the opening paragraph,
rather than lifting from the
question, shows understanding of
purpose, audience and situation.

e The work is paragraphed
logically.

e The use of sub-headings for
the main paragraphs discussing
difficulties and suggestions,
together with the use of bullet
points within these paragraphs,
gives the text some idea of being
a report. Furthermore, there are
several points made for each
of these two paragraphs. It is
important when using bullet points
that the sentences should be full
ones as here and not written as
notes.

o The candidate uses statistics
which is a useful way of
suggesting research for a report.
This helps the Task Fulfilment but
should not be overused.

e As far as the Language of the
text is concerned, the overall
meaning is never in doubt.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - low, continued

Examiner comments

Question

Part

brgeksing, .

& Q'utm\( Slaosk) Ol e Qb purivEse. msFoy ol

Qdusl _cova_rovive  @ed dmechers  ive  awttia sk o

Aub vegwiban | od g keuel o b 4ar . wo _breek

a0

2Claesl son Colterel tha. ebm diwe of p\u;a,tjrswv_\,ﬁ%_

Aive . Breek Hwae . Tuo DU\wqmrml st ol be

% oAt \rok\/ Ix:ng g, 1\»«\ e—F bresk . Geuty o\r\z::

oo w‘\:\ ke o ¢ e G—\A’)\ Srowe Ca\/é& -‘;s.)d

e __ecdiomadt, ot he \:»L»ﬁ-\/\m_ Lor St .

J
........ _Gﬁm LTINS Y \w&m..-.A_%@sl;_\c&xtm\aﬂ_&_w»m__

1 In_sowcdaion, thetr  Spoaedisa kA pavidde beta,

the obmiean  of Spuassts O Stlasel . Setme Briaking,. |
e, Fé“{}‘<\) cé,\,srx efsu Has.. ool "TP Sheeh 2k, Foe sclasel .

Shugont e, olgs Wv\z?m\la_ T s svm, rvven, . Dawvelee - |
ok, brisks tfe. soxSe foy tvevubine. wWidle  olse L;_!u_@t{:r_ﬁgl_r____

S PANS A

Vepovbsh  bin

| ] =
218 [ 9

Aine, \—Mw-"éwﬂ/\ be 2wz u\n,-’m\gj-a/lvov T _Staves. (fﬁ‘@:

6 This short sentence shows
that the candidate can write the
occasional accurate sentence.

0 Some attention is given to the
benefit to the students.

@ At the beginning and the
end, the text type is generally
appropriate.

Task Fulfilment: 8 out of 15
Language: 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
14 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

As far as the Task Fulfilment was concerned, the first two bullet points were answered reasonably well. However,
even though there were several points made in each paragraph, there was no mention of what the question
required — an answer to the problem of buying snacks in the canteen at break time. All the difficulties and
suggestions given were unrelated to this central problem. Therefore, each of the first two bullet points was only
partially addressed.

The same was true of bullet point 3. There was little mention of the benefit to the school. The scores of the
students improving was just as much a benefit for them as the school. To say that for the school ‘the rules will be
more completely’ was unclear. Again, there was no reference to the buying of snacks at break time. As with bullet
points 1 and 2, the information was not specific enough and the candidate needed to concentrate more on the
issue of buying food in a crowded canteen.

With the Language the overall meaning of the text was never in doubt. However, there was only the occasional
accurate sentence and the candidate was not able to achieve any ‘patches’ of clear, accurate writing. There were
many errors in spelling (the two different spellings of Principal at the start of the text), tense and verb (‘share’
instead of ‘shared’), agreement (‘...almost 70% of student...’) — all such errors needed correction.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123

Some candidates did not see that there were two parts to one of the bullet points and so they answered only one
half of that bullet point. If the bullet point is in two parts it will have ‘and’ written in bold letters to show that two
pieces of information are required to address the point fully.

Another common error was to get the format wrong, either by not writing a report or by mixing together the report
and letter formats so that it was unclear; quite often candidates would start with a proper report format and then
end it with an inappropriate letter valediction such as ‘Regards’.

Many candidates tended to lift part of the question as their opening paragraph when they were uncertain about how
to begin. This sometimes had the added disadvantage that, instead of explaining the difficulties faced, they said
only that there were difficulties.

Some candidates relied too much on supplying long lists of difficulties or suggestions for bullet points 2 and 3
rather than explaining a little more. Because ‘difficulties’ and ‘suggestions’ were plural, they had to supply more
than one but a few of each with proper detail proved to be much more effective than listing as many as possible.

Occasionally, candidates make the mistake of introducing too much narrative into the Section 1 answers. Telling
long stories about scuffles in the school canteen was done when time would have been better spent on other
difficulties. There is a fine line to be drawn between providing detail and providing too much detail in narrative form.

There was sometimes an issue to do with tone. The vast majority of candidates were admirably polite in addressing
the Principal but there were a few examples where candidates were a little forceful in saying something like ‘Make
sure these suggestions are implemented’.

In language, the greatest problems in Section 1 were usually to do with tenses and agreement. Some candidates
found it difficult to use the correct tense when distinguishing between a general difficulty and a specific event — for
example, they would use the present tense to describe the difficulty (‘the canteen is always crowded’) and would
continue with the same tense when referring to an event in the past (‘Yesterday, | am in the canteen...’) so that the
sequence of events was uneven. A similar problem occurred when candidates referred to future benefits and were
unsure as to whether to use ‘would’ or ‘will’.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task 2

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

(1]
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Part
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|dinosaar whith \\o\em.\, 1o be o driceraboes ' HR Saw dho

1dRscriphon and rolited dhad dhir dinosaar 15 a herbivorg. L Saw

a m ok Mona kisa (ki T way \°°‘\“"‘"“’\ at e acts

O O SR

Lo be Leorards Da Viaa-

aalleny. T saw theVearte, on e desepban whe hagpris |
2 f :

Afie- '\—M-\-,WQ CanR Acros o <‘KT"FLN/ ob o Fossl.

‘°\"’\Q(‘ Losnls Lor PRople *\-a..fe.g,sa W@ Condiraed to look at

We saw the Lornl whth ~esrmble; o Llower . There weee |

(A Abour  3:0Dpm we Rad Lashed lookina al o diseloys

i he magoun And made ouwr woer 1o e \T\QMPY.A CTao\

brecze Suddealy blew ar uy and i+ foll areak:

LPJ_L s
R Ky T

L

P D AN
3

Adfler aemving oy the \\\vm‘—«/ we Yook «a book o

read and Gad o Place do S\h\)(’af\ Roding we N2ard someone

JShouarg  \A e \'\kﬂ\rj M7 brothe. anry T “"“\W\Q& ‘orouad  And f“\w

& Sal \>a7 ﬁw\w\o, We had to ovee our @yes to preveat

"\eﬁ\rn\n\ \4-?\\'6‘“ ?““Q“*’ Manased 4o guaer b dowa oy he

A_.:.;Msw oihee pgo e\g My brother and T Paaly fouy rabeved afie~

e drastes 5 over. Moreover, we alsg heard

SomRonR f\m\/\:\q 8 |

Somd wanc o by . \n/e saw o tRerase boy @lovine witk Wi
[~

ME3 e\mf@_(\..\'\\'l‘ rante wog o Vbl dos lowd and one of dwe

o Early use of adjectives by the
candidate shows that the essay
will be descriptive.

e As far as content is concerned,
the candidate clearly intends to
describe two different locations as
required by the question.

e The candidate can write in
accurate sentences with enough
variety of sentence structure to
include subordinate clauses.

° The candidate’s use of some
scientific vocabulary adds to
the impression that overall the
vocabulary is mainly correct and
sometimes conveys shades of
meaning.

e There is a ‘patch of clear,
accurate language’ which extends
into the opening of the following
paragraph.

e The clear use of frequent and
appropriate paragraphs, based
mainly on the passage of time, is
a feature of this text.

0 The accurate sentence
separation, made clear by the
correct use of full stops, helps the
fluency of the essay.

e The candidate continues to use
some useful vocabulary as in the
use of ‘relieved’ and the spelling
throughout the essay is accurate.

@ The candidate manages
another small ‘patch’ of accuracy
here which continues just on to
the next page.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

Question

Part

Managlry  fold ke Lo kege the volume dowa. T"‘Q *QQM&;‘Q Loy

Mrderstosd  that othe, PRople ar€  Concentraling (Qading -\-\\Q Baok‘\'

§o,kQ Sesred the  volume Lo Kis MP3 peloyer.

Beﬂ“&@‘—.""Q S~ \\  Somgone _rr-\o\‘:hig oudnide dhg \.'\L‘rq(—\[_ ,N\\f

brother amd T looked ondride and saw an o\d man  seoking widn @ -

C’c\"“\(‘\“\'a The SR\ was V\v\("\ﬁ‘\ﬂk'\* and wWe "'\"\C\ o Cover our neser:

Whe he Teally siop smoking we Lo delbgnied- Fw-‘r\\ermre,:

Smeiled Some e Lo Yok o Coming AC'-M:\ aw*r(éqw«vwﬁ Faw a°

[romds Vs G F"‘\“ blowse TProyirg % fong porfume 0n MR- face

The S\ (o rzo\\\j wondoefal Gnd  not sa\,\,\k\,

BoWRY ERd T

A(% PSS S OQ(’M‘TI“‘HM ‘\{';" “\‘“Q \'\Er‘o\r*l ‘q:\&

(e our way home. W ot had o arar e viriding bodw - f

fhe oasRa and dhe Ubrac, L Kope fhad we woild. have
'anotner Areal  Treng Visihiea odher @laces.

@ There is more evidence here of
the candidate’s effort to describe.

m Overall, the essay is adequate
in length and the candidate gives
a sense of unity here in the last
paragraph by summarising the
experience.

Total mark awarded =
18 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

It was immediately obvious in the first paragraph that the candidate was unsure about which tense to use, given
that this was a descriptive task, because the candidate was caught between describing places and recording
events. The candidate initially decided on a narrative to carry the description and so chose the past tense (‘|
decided...’). However, as early as the second sentence the candidate changed to the present tense (‘...we are
going...’). Such uncertainty was maintained throughout the essay so that the sequence of events was always in
doubt. The candidate needed to choose one tense and stay with it.

When a tense was chosen, it was not always correct as in ‘When he finally stop smoking...".

The candidate needed to vary sentence lengths to make the writing sound more natural. There was too much
reliance on fairly short, ‘safe’ sentence lengths which gave the text a repetitive feel. Even correct sentences, if they
are all very similar, can limit the achievement. Added to this, the sentence types were very repetitive and the use of
question sentences and exclamations would have helped to vary it.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The most common mistake in descriptive essay type was the error made by this candidate, the mixing of tenses.
This was usually caused because some candidates found it very difficult to sustain pure description in the present
tense for this length of essay and so they resorted to adding narrative. Not only did this change the essay type and
so limit the response but it was almost certain to introduce past tenses and the candidate became uncertain about
whether to use past or present.

Many candidates forget to use all of their senses when describing. Sights and sounds were the most popular
elements described but only the better candidates remembered to introduce the ideas of taste and touch and smell.
Also, when prompted by the question to consider the ‘atmosphere’ of a location, too many candidates made the
mistake of thinking that this was merely the weather.

@ PAST PAPERS
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task 3

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Question  Part

2 )0\9’(3 . . . oy h . a
. ’I Qf’c_a_ _________ PLP'[* meq “Nowe ot SL\MQ( aftlrJ]Sing a qgotationfa’lt the st?rt
Y N - - & tT - ‘ of the essay is a useful way o
e Jfro;o._ ..... o 9_____,._[/3;“;_@, o L ev@h{gj_&} ey dith beginning the argument.

_our D&*\'Cn’h ’Huj tUSe ” —b_.__QomD’am whieh T 0‘0

lhese  Siuedions  Comi__in _moclun Qeee Foedlies_ bt
. Do fow__ever ol Wohed  toounled -ﬂo\&ﬂxa;b withowt b

‘ [ - "% ‘ ‘ R e e Th!s is a good use of a
! " A g ; , : T 1 | question sentence in an
' A Recard - - R ) — ! ‘Argument essay’ as it involves the
——elen ly T et o huge "‘*”‘H,\j Hegg. heol 4o .| reader and varies the sentence
kidds _ancl __ they pewends o aell. onelk ‘H"_‘j Ceem | structure.
Qo _heppy.. They Sew e ot o b deab to Speqd |
v ) = =) {

. Pnoney o BT Y 1!4 el At ftu  downe Adime
Semt. oeoole ued c:e’l' m:xmeul and__wor My, 0

2 1 . e —J

'Huj 2en ﬂo+ @m‘b*&m«i to C‘Pforf #«J _‘H\L‘lr moony. en k

e ¥D\MLI_LJ - ”mq Sw« ‘vohere e ‘us, ‘Pawnlq , —Hu,rc‘
\8 l\qﬁp_l_mq; u\)a“ T Olc O(qree with |+ '

6 g : e The candidate is prepared to

I ) - : 5L Tl | express opinions and makes good
2 eapl Sey elbicly people owe  Qucha ot poin  budt use of a quotation to express the

‘: hewe '3@4 ener ’har\oum it if ‘H’\&_JH lidnt__becoms e ; point of view.

) ‘OO\“'\ Woujo\\:jou:'vc !\L!t_ ;n' A m— n“:‘ t | { :’\.’ €L '.%p

\00@'0( (FT-1%9 i

b L\l\’a__:h)_@l_&__.l_!\.._ﬁts_ _.S_{:andmz_o_(__p‘_ 7?3 do:wj"\‘ m

I
il

e Once again, the use of a
question sentence maintains the
sense of an argument.

TAlak o ... E&Jlxl ~peo ple_dice __mﬁ)ﬁfti.a.fl_m.._o—‘é\f._‘p_%.ﬁ
ll’)i(‘auga @kgf\___:ﬁ:{q ubpf_lcl.“ c_{_f_\gPs__ﬁo__M —{'ﬁw{ rodge um
‘\AD Fuen 'fﬁxomak Dcop_s ’K/unk ‘KMM be.com o Da'n

Zzn ‘Huq are,___‘(_,m;mpor—lam( OHL {A?" ’Ilﬂu-q e, ‘1‘0« Oneg

"» tD"\o I’Y)m 798 ;b)(oy\ -lecel i/)efor

- ’ Q . eThe candidate is capable of
Dhin i Coms o _rnonkun_Gocied, ey owe fo | | 2ChieVing ‘patches of relatively
Hee owe 2 ; 5 b oot ké/o&l pe o clear writing, as in the latter part of
T oy Omm““(s g ) #=— | this paragraph and the beginning
‘/%olam rotezﬁ/ OFeri_ Qerys * Duolt oy e/mna(m ketp & | of the next.

on__Seying m?; f Seunre. ’/ﬁunq n fee/ So. fn-omno'tevh

'-&('; -rLfrJnA\S‘j’ 74« ol r/OAa* v, }\w(r in yrblun ro‘equ
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

On_How O'}fur henel ~ Qo .gram{el\f}o{ : rea-lvl{)f Jove fur
3Tano({)urgn+5 omndl - Huy '}'m(ﬁ anocJ Case O‘P' . s
Bu(‘)L C\feryonie 'S, L)ijed' %u‘(_i_‘/'lqﬁ_ _15___J,0}y @'0 eLc_jccfi_e 6 Here, the candidate again

] ,m,,ml,,,ml in__maolen SL% ? @g/L_,__-m__ggiu_@s:;;;g;__‘ demonstrates the ability to include

| 1 fur_hat E:olqlu prople _Qhoms _dor Mo _ped 4o . | | 30uestionsentence to involve

I P —— ‘H««q . =3 ol ’»F« o 1 the reader. This also adds variety
, Uoug_Peop se . exprica y—=2-09L 1 | to the sentence structure. By

; | Rant fo  Sec ‘3"““‘5‘ p"-°P‘$~ fedl_in_ ""WUE»-—B—?QM £ | following two quite long sentences
Numping  On do  dr o trouble ‘}&4\4 pull_gou _out oa? " | at the start of this page with the

: Pt £op, people_ Sjive. ___jg}i\______ogimﬂ__ g_gfg_r_c Q_(DQ(_O\{JLQ_F shorter sentence ‘Well, | got

) tpu_olo JqomeJMO - | answers....’ the candidate further
I ' ' increases the range of sentence

'Come-[-imoi ,{la&(lw D&opk (}(o no4 ¥ Q‘A’/‘m +o manLn structures.

)
Soonz-h % Ucah ‘K\m Codeh 1t _____.{Z‘i&&__aﬂt%—
ook il bk Ul fiois rodln Soeithy. B mmast b |
: - . :
Olcj/gc[/loo}‘A odviers  or V-YLUH-\G/K Bef%‘ howeyer )’E (marth ’
IEE :

Nowodeiys.. Soaeh '\”Mn\{s s e _huge Paio to l«ué a eThe candidate uses a range

e q .
eldeve Tin At !oxm o L Offen Qee cranedpecends 2ing ox Of vocabulary throughput which
s ' - is adequate in conveying the

' Ol" ‘ 0ng \ ¥ L7 jn_ < :o | . .
sirg  Sorpedin on bvts Steeeds  in_orele * Lulig] intended meaning. ‘Nowadays'

Heaie fiyes. B W‘S..\.czhm—Sff_o{_j_Ls eleep . Some " | is just one example of such
“Qlilefeen Qcﬁ_i__gt.v_bc« eloleddy _peaple on  Shreet  becouse | | avocabulary and there are
Jrf«jj Caonet__hentlle Hum ', But s fhots wohat Huy g<t_| | anumber of others such as
i rc‘\lo(m -14031@!‘ Hovr  Rids s oell  Lohan \Ojfr'é{o up. | ‘Genera”y’ and ‘Moreover’.

‘PQOD/Z S’c«u " hed I«/OU 0[6 7% Others el Qo }n're-plwrn.
%o eod s geocl |

@ Logical paragraphing is a

K3 5—’%‘@%)% point_of_ies is tlebly pasple _ove [ | “characteristic of this candidate’s
lopoctent _in 0"‘" femilies” ool pacelsen Seciedy a3 | | work in this essay. This gives unity
wadt  woell . becouse +€w howe  pess  fl Jovary of iif_| | and coherence to the text.

: - anoq knoms _well m\m{‘ 4o oo clsz Sl'\oulcl no4— he aloN;‘

! e_»l\_/‘grf,g\_l_a;,___l_.!f_gou - Cory thy o mol impertant in .: eThe spelling of a word like

: ‘ fooni by vou  woill net” be  pble %o builoh _ap _your  )ife. ‘Moreover’ and others like it
* ~ = - | suggests that the candidate is

capable of the satisfactory spelling
of more than a simple vocabulary.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Question  “Part

b /'[Mq T_ove '{'L«« au\\cl\oms - ho's M Mace  For -

3OJ haoomu_smo_@_@_e\\_gg Seclaess :omJ‘ }ﬁ'gov\ @Another ‘_p_atch’ of clear
gc&)u 2 ‘H\q'}. &L\Lq ore unwmpor'bmc:g’/ n %MILJ enel | accurate writing.

- oroleery Qoae—‘h LYok cire u')roﬂj T S?j jo_g_g S’"ho»iol_:

T -
o "_\.Qv_e_ﬁmf__.déerj P.w@\g_ oo ek Hem o |moor"f‘o«n4:

, @ The punctuation throughout
m_ Dc»x(* of oo —’Pamxlu cned + oelees Qoucjm

has, in the main, been accurate
and helpful, especially because
: quotations have been punctuated,
. @ — . S - question marks have been used

: o and the sentence separation has
been accurate.

@ As far as content is concerned,
the essay is lengthy and well
sustained. The candidate
manages to convey a point of
view convincingly. By suggesting
both sides of the argument the
essay suggests a balanced and
thoughtful consideration of the
topic.

Total mark awarded =
16 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

The Content of the essay was satisfactory and so the main areas for improvement were in the Language.

The main improvement that the candidate could have made was to ensure that the correct tense and verb form
was used. This needed checking throughout the essay. Clear examples of the misuse of verbs and tenses were
‘Some children sent away elderly people...” and ‘they have pass the journey of life and knows well...”. These
examples demonstrated how the sequence of the essay was uncertain as tenses and verbs were not consistent.

The candidate had problems with agreement as in ‘Elderly people shows the path...” and should have avoided
these.

There was sometimes a loss of the correct tone in this essay. An Argument essay often requires more formal
language than the other two and here the candidate allowed the tone to slip by using vocabulary and expressions
such as ‘two kids’ and ‘when the world dumps you’ and ‘it's a huge pain’.

The vocabulary, although it was adequate to convey meaning, lacked a little sophistication and the candidate
needed to raise the level of the vocabulary with the inclusion of a few more difficult words.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

It is very important for a candidate attempting the Argument essay to be sure to have enough content or material
to be able to write a satisfactory amount. Also, it is vital for the candidate to have the linguistic skills to carry out the
task adequately. Argument writing is usually a very sophisticated activity and it should only be attempted by those
who are able to carry it out. Often, this title was attempted by those candidates who had a very strong point of view
but not enough evidence or personal experience to back up their point of view.

Candidates sometimes forgot that in order to give their point of view on a subject it is useful to consider the
opposite point of view as well. This gives candidates more to say and suggests they are more balanced and
considered in their thoughts.

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Question . Part

INewa ke,
o B

Raunh Dl

L Yoe , Jon, Swow , MUSQDQ'

] =) L\)Q»\—zm oW eldae Rde \O\IUA, oand Q\M@m

Do Q/(’)VU'\Au wiahd» |

-; Salw . e{uq\, &%\QB\A Ages gA, p- Q—UM\) o :

- B Secxe) 00 (Y- ‘

- Rlevr o AN gexman D(esiw e ol

4= Vo o %n&Ae\A S bs_ewd o

~Tue _oeeb\r __come Yo Cﬁll)\'()fﬁ, ug ?

e e "uoc‘vmam\ra&e Bone: 6 Deo

| IS :—\»\ de. i Wup crowds_ Yo eLCaRe-
L = Leannd. i i‘MﬂQﬁn\A— lescon.

= Never brage . Guvane ‘. : o o
- (“ﬂmdwdov\ Q = 6 o : ﬂ Planning is a sensible idea,

) i : especially when it helps to
determine the proper sequence of
events and tenses. It is important
not to spend too much time doing
this, especially if it stops the
candidate checking afterwards.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
Question  Part
Tagk b
Faua) Dok
' Q“_.J),\)_e,,_ngygg_eh;_' ______ mke&g, Cilee. aud T xmg e This is a slightly awkward
Weew - wankvia QO over _ @u__ houce A% Mok, sentence but it is short and
‘ QQQ_ Ay “@J(ex e *e‘u‘ﬂL MLML [ dramatic and sets the tone for a
Wode 10, T \A_?J G&{m Lot Q:k(;_ mm_:‘ spy narrative of this sort.

e Town __emd  Siwowm RCR LY T ,_Mc\o\\(u__?\l\ﬁ\k&_,_;
ek leask Yew  Vwer, U wase ek akeud |

o loge  way \’U’““‘“ _uhewn, Bhay %\“"’Q«\‘Qﬂﬁ sentence structure is not very

EELYE "%\M' AMdae G\AA.__\ Me__iwm&«% W | varied at this stage, the writing is
) accurate.

e It is clear from the whole of
this paragraph that, although the

O v o Ao wghk.The Wacan nen
Vet C@w\?\ e dew o Ao € | o Another short sentence helps
oedound W da I TE wod @._._%\—mv\ Dug| | to setthe correct atmosphere.

Bok - wee _eeivg_ Yo Giw. \\‘ \aekea\ \ ¢
1 e gngv(ev\,\U L _sp Lk _ pacvie. X b&%’ e The correct use of tenses is
Q | m\m\mm \oe 'Y \& lails  La ppos. helping to suggest the correct

sequence of events.

R} Wen  edbin, W\d - ST e W % . |
hoowits eund Y wa L___M‘é.cm&%va‘ bad m(:& -
oo, Yo \/Lau?m Qu\ddu hf%\:__.‘éu_&\[‘..ﬁ.&__,__._.__
WQ};_B&@M%Q& @mcm \OQg—Qg(e G\Mﬁ &\J?KLLBQ.\A_.,

:GQ\~¥6\MQ

. “pbo )_._(D\Aoﬁ— éo e \%\n\« &mk Ao« [ | @ The inclusion of speech by
W G QFE  euk j_\q @ wolaldec ! the candidate helps to vary the
aben) Lo, " Mok a Lol'T dovk  Luew | sentence structure so that it reads
Dt fuers  Tealp N T I s & '@‘_e:ff fluently and naturally.
\ale D., é{\\A QUO&@GV\\AG_ . SG\AM__Q __gﬂ‘i@!\

sexe \od-k Weadva G . Yeaulsy "ruxep\a 0 Appropriate images are used.

:nggp\' Wod BT calarc® uoe oy_d\é,

; m% ) o m@—\eé 1 %u & ) \%% e Effective choice of vocabulary

and detail (‘annoyed’) helps to
create character.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Quéstion  "Part”

I 'uo))u,\nu} T A&u‘L Q @ \}3\) !
_\ju&\'g wonded Yo Qd/ \{\ \\2@,\ MQ‘_

10e  wexe. ea(*\mn&\u o@& 0—3)~ o %ﬁﬁxe} 5|
' %\’ SN \V\\'L\('\\Q&’)/\(’,!L/clg e dvew - andy _w‘
- by M. Quetomd. - Gy %u?er\cwx e
L Telda i€ e, WA \u»,m alogn)- . UL:

‘. A—\ud 52, 0dR Q)Q,Cé/ s GleywaGuy (30}‘1% rme\,k.%_
— Yo ggg\v\@k B Deesy denl 0 ‘ @ The candidate continues to
1Opere. Shous- o= \ Wod o bod e to)y write in a way which is accurate

_Jedeeud Ve cdouk; T owpg keeen on P@Mr&@}w[(j and also manages to include
e ‘\\‘oh O rc:)—umimx L\@ma, some sophisticated expression

(‘keen on completing...’). Three

_‘ @ T e—iv«a)\u ‘ (X@ kn Wy Qmomlac, i lines later the word ‘housing’ is
T :MP. <\Aou<}uo G§ & el G‘\EVMQ\A (L) ok p;ecise (_enough to convey shades
poweck : GWA/___%\X\.\EL@Q\N‘_;_NS«_ || ofmeaning.
were _adea ___ls&e» e g\kom__n__\_z_\g.l_____h_‘ e | o _
' : Paragraphing is effective
:\uelu\.,___mtj weye, \V\Q—G‘(MQA. Wk W © : ?roughgut.p 9
; s?(e&‘ - u\m\&A &,‘m_oz oo \c\}e NG\ T
Juseré o cur seads _owd) |
: %\:&«‘@L« uAA ..}gke., _.ckz@:____Gg.@_\e&,_____.i
Ploeband \xa vee \ dad-we  kad leen
\ﬁeagg _ﬂ_) - e u&:\g m\/ oo Hay &D@QJ}:O\:;‘

ek, \\~ wae__ o couple.s Wheon Y,

| emmg_ W oo vae u;e;cg,__,._\_mmxm&j oy
{whale \%m wefe, o\\@_\ -\ leoled ol
'5=e)obevxs\\fe/ and 1\ ncd?d» Vo) wanle: |
"Wm& Were.  2eme. dA,_._AA‘n\ omoig_,.-___“__-é

| _AQ)@ veax\g Cldeen  wimulee. ﬁ”M pes_ueg |

\/LCQ%QA___QW__WQ,_QX_SLM pfeué_e.a&):
’T\Mk WeS__Gur . gues WMo deex Q—\n

L lewd Yo Guc % _&Lqﬁy&e,am%@\&m Wacredke d

T m The very occasional slips in
P verb forms only serve to highlight
r

that the sequence overall is
consistent and clear.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

.w&k@é & D, me&n&ewr Be}orﬁ__u\sewcaul,l__'

ceck . ue head 6 voite houd o, |

“Dedk  wove e wsce . T n@s
e 1 Bae woen m‘\m - had _endeed  cur Caldeles
o e aud s toalte ? ed \oomm_,}em\d N
- eu o - \AN__OL\AA ______ Jacd %&_, - | @Again, the precise use of

[N \—0\&\3&! fomeny  Was)- ‘@_A__ \Aa? e,MeV, | vocabulary such as ‘instantly’

conveys the meaning well and

\Q\Aw QwA ‘°\\w\em \m«;‘ \_‘“Q_ w&w G@:‘ | the use of_ter_me_(‘had happened’)

Arauumleed gg! ¥ Cum. 8¢ adds sophistication.
| Q M (aﬁ\’ % fge__limde % ‘(}Mm | @The candidate cleverly uses
. 3 0\0‘%& Bas teoude!  Vad  ve wese ldate ¢ ,

the punctuation of ‘couple’ to

koo ‘M\K’JA T m@& —r——ae{\&\-’-‘i\e-(,ﬁxr—.—-——-y‘:“‘ ¢ hepy|. convey meaning. The same is
losese. buvo - tew  Mard Yo lend e 81 true of the word ‘wife’ later on
The) 9 (.A\m:‘ Thm_oud  Swen Vo) Yol this page. Overall in this essay
Cer: o \ona- ¢ R o ‘ : the punctuation is accurate and
' | ‘ - ‘ helpful.

e ‘orfv/%té@.df’ * mﬁ,& &C\?’L VLU‘\L N&- w___ .
' ‘V\e\— ‘( “@&L_\rc _ Bawd, Ree\. T \UM @ @Excellent_vocabulary here in

‘lunged’. This also demonstrates
m‘jﬁd %M”J'Sj“ "‘3 e ”—xf'”b& the %‘\r@"a"& how good the spelling is
&S Oud .l e LSMWM?\& —— | throughout the essay.

T B wiean L‘ww_ R koncGhed
loud Johw oud  kad Shwew W aw Orwe
_hald. She lole W Gowy  Gwd 'I\.\Gmlu waovel
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@ The punctuation and the short

@ Zie_ \rwt\ze e VU dewk Wvews how. \ dramatic sentence combine to
(24 % bu) Q\xg\— gwmd contribute to the atmosphere.
The,  vesk of B way uaEs m%m—\\; (16
We  voeye. LOEN 1y QQVMO,\_MC,\O@% S-S e | @ The effective use of a modern
, [ed _Q__eem_____,&\aqi}:%__LQQSe- Gk \O\QM(\/{A whe| idiom is sophisticated as it is
' ' . typical of the genre.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

\J&L \AQMAQ\"&\:Q\ oL Degp\/c Qe&\m WM &ww
_1‘@2\“ day _\hj \QB\\’\AA’_ Owe ' W \N‘lo_\i(}\.\&\:__lffa&%x;

| il _e,oaﬂ\ _weer sk G we; A vv@u\{,es @ Tnis isdatrl]onfg, slustained )
“|€R . W Wl essay and the final paragrap
m— L\_Qﬁ,____l/\c(é/____‘ca__ P _bu} %ﬂ% }f wanc Tl provides a sensible summing up

of the action. A sense of unity is
achieved.

e lessow. wiladwa __%Avu_, v
' »\Ne.‘rs\/\e( e andest

Total mark awarded =
25 out of 30
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

This was a successful essay and so the areas for improvement were relatively few.

Although the use of short sentences was at times successful in creating dramatic impact, there was sometimes an
overuse of quite simple sentence structures, for example, in paragraphs 1 and 2. The sentence variation was a little
limited on such occasions and needed the introduction of a more complex sentence to break up this repeated
pattern.

In a similar way, while the vocabulary was very good overall, it was not exceptional and there were times when the
addition of a more sophisticated or ‘difficult’ word was needed. Using paragraphs 1 and 2 again as an example, the
vocabulary here contained very little that was exceptional. It was accurate and correct but rather straightforward.
The use of ‘lunging’ in the essay demonstrated that the candidate needed a little more vocabulary of this advanced
sort.

Apart from the above, all the candidate needed to do was be aware of the occasional slips in spelling (‘superstion’)
and expression (‘...the collars we extremely ...") in order to correct them.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Most candidates chose the Narrative question. This was entirely sensible as narratives are more natural for

the vast majority of candidates. However, there were occasions when candidates had a fixed idea of the story
they wished to write. One of the Narrative titles always asks the candidate to integrate a given sentence into a
storyline. The problem with not being flexible when writing was that often they did not integrate the given sentence
convincingly. This could happen when the candidate has not taken notice of the past tense used in the given
sentence and written the rest of the essay in the present tense so that the given sentence sounds awkward in
context.

Adding variety to a Narrative essay is essential and one of the best ways is to include convincing dialogue.
However, for this to work properly, it must be punctuated correctly, including setting out different speakers on
different lines. Many candidates found it difficult to do this.

Another common mistake made in writing direct speech was when candidates confused it with reported speech so
that it became a mixture of the two — She said that ‘l am going out.’

Prepared opening paragraphs were used in Narrative essays, usually involving the candidate waking up on a
bright, sunny morning and going through the whole routine of washing and having breakfast when in fact it all had
very little to do with the story which tended to start in paragraph 2.
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