
Example Candidate Responses

Cambridge O Level 
English Language 1123

For examination from 2018

Version 1.0

Paper 2



In order to help us develop the highest quality resources, we are undertaking a continuous programme 
of review; not only to measure the success of our resources but also to highlight areas for improvement 
and to identify new development needs.

We invite you to complete our survey by visiting the website below. Your comments on the quality and 
relevance of our resources are very important to us.

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GL6ZNJB

Copyright © UCLES 2018

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which itself is a department 
of the University of Cambridge.

UCLES retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered Centres are permitted to copy material from this 
booklet for their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission to Centres to photocopy any material that is 
acknowledged to a third party, even for internal use within a Centre. 

Would you like to become a Cambridge International consultant and help us develop support 
materials?

Please follow the link below to register your interest.

www.cambridgeinternational.org/cambridge-for/teachers/teacherconsultants/



Introduction .......................................................................................................................................................................4

Question 1 ........................................................................................................................................................................6
 Example Candidate Response – high ...........................................................................................................................6
 Example Candidate Response – middle .......................................................................................................................9
 Example Candidate Response – low ..........................................................................................................................12

Question 2 ......................................................................................................................................................................15
 Example Candidate Response – middle .....................................................................................................................15

Question 3 ......................................................................................................................................................................17
 Example Candidate Response – middle .....................................................................................................................17

Question 4 ......................................................................................................................................................................19
 Example Candidate Response – high .........................................................................................................................19

Question 5 ......................................................................................................................................................................21
 Example Candidate Response – high .........................................................................................................................21

Question 6 ......................................................................................................................................................................23
 Example Candidate Response – middle .....................................................................................................................23

Question 7 ......................................................................................................................................................................25
 Example Candidate Response – middle .....................................................................................................................25

Question 8 ......................................................................................................................................................................27
 Example Candidate Response – high .........................................................................................................................27

Question 9 ......................................................................................................................................................................29
 Example Candidate Response – middle .....................................................................................................................29

Contents



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

4Cambridge O Level English Language 1123

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English 1123, and to 
show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and 
assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2018 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers 
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some 
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. 

June 2018  Question Paper 22

June 2018 Paper 22 Mark Scheme

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the examiner comments. 

Example Candidate Response – Question 1, high Examiner comments
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Not a point, an extension of 
point about clothes.

All other points in this section 
are clearly made.

‘Horses’ needed to be 

Purpose not required by rubric, 
only use of animals.

1

1 22

33

44

5

5
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Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 

their exam technique.

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The candidate was able to identify keywords in the text and utilised them as part of the answers. This candidate 
interpreted explicit and implicit information, including the writer’s attitude. The candidate also demonstrated 
understanding of how to write using appropriate language and structure to effectively answer the questions. 

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
The question asked why the author uses these particular phrases to convey his meaning. Many candidates only 

Therefore, the reponses gained only one mark.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpreted the questions. 
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

Not a point, an extension of 
point about clothes.

All other points in this section 
are clearly made.

‘Horses’ needed to be 

Purpose not required by rubric, 
only use of animals.

 Mark for (a) = 12 out of 12

1

1 22

33

44

5

5
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Relevance - almost entirely 
relevant.

of linking devices, although more 
might have been used.

Mark for (b) = 9 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
21 out of 22

6

6
7

7
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) Although full marks were scored, the candidate gave irrelevant point about ‘needles’, and wrote that animals in 

education’ was given, whereas ‘selling animal products’ had already scored the mark; uses of animals was the 
rubric, not the purposes

• (b) 

needles. Therefore, this script was awarded upper Band 5 for Relevance.
• 

moreover (line 9), nowadays (line 12), which (line 13), as (line 16), as well as bring (line 18), also (line 18), and 
even (line 19), as (line 20). Answer could have been improved with more links, such as ‘however’ or ‘furthermore’. 
This script was awarded lower Band 5 for Coherence.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Some points were incomplete 

other animals (to protect food 
supply); reference to god(s) (for 
religious purposes).

Some points were incomplete 

horses (to search for people); 

No attempt at point about pets.

Mark for (a) = 9 out of 12

11

2

2
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Relevance - inclusion 
of irrelevant detail such as 
decorating animals to show 
rank, animals carrying weight on 
their backs, fur from mammoths. 
Inclusion of opinion about cruelty.

Coherence - a few lines 

use of linking devices would have 
improved the answer.

Mark for (b) = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
15 out of 22

3

3

4

4
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) Although many points were correctly made (reference to carrying objects, using animal skins to keep warm, 

to sniff out drugs or explosives. There was no attempt at the point about pets. In general, candidate’s answer would 
have been improved by focusing on separating the main points from what were generalisations or partial points.

• (b) 

given, namely reference to decorating animals to show rank, animals carrying weights on their backs, fur from 
mammoths being used to make clothes as opposed to fur or hides from animals in general. The opinion about 
using animals for entertainment being cruel was included. This meant that the candidate did not quite make the 
points of the text. Therefore, this script was awarded upper Band 3 for Relevance.

• 
generally accurate but the candidate could have scored a higher mark had they used more linking devices and 
tried to synthesise some of the points. This script was awarded upper Band 3 for Coherence.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

No points made in Section 
1. Either (i) individual animals 
selected without a context or (ii) 

were used. Little attention to the 
rubric, i.e. uses of animals.

Three points made in Section 

testing and sniff out drugs. 
Reference to dairy products is too 

Mark for (a) = 3 out of 12

1
1

2

2
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Relevance - three areas of 
relevance given, i.e. transport, 

Lines 1–9 taken up with one 
area of relevance supported by 
irrelevant details and examples. 
Relevance also spoiled by general 
statements and invented material.

Coherence - there is limited 

linking devices.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
7 out of 22

3

3

4

4
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) The candidate could have read the rubric more carefully, i.e. the uses of animals. No points were made in 

examples (like animals carrying loads on their backs) were given. In the second section, although the forecasting 

achieve a higher mark in this section, the candidate needed to provide more content points. He should also have 
concentrated on entire generic points and avoided giving examples or illustrations. The candidate was awarded 
lower Band 2 under Relevance.

• (b) 
not a content point it was an attempt at content and therefore credited with being relevant. There were 4 lines that 

candidate was awarded lower Band 3 under Coherence.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) 

• The most common error was to offer examples as if they were overarching points, e.g. to write ‘horses carried 
soldiers into battle’ rather than ‘animals were used in warfare’ or to write ‘The Greeks used horses in chariot 
racing’ rather than ‘animals were used in sports’. 

• 
to gods, or ‘this study could help in forecasting of earthquakes’ instead of ‘animals can be used to help in 
forecasting of earthquakes’.

• (b) There were three basic types of errors under Relevance.
• Writing general statements which did not contribute to the summary, e.g. ‘many animals were used and are 

being used for different purposes’ and ‘in recent times, animals were used for different things’.
• 
• Invented material, e.g. ‘Olympic racing’, sign of kindness’ and ‘harmless or natural way.’

            There were also two basic types of errors under Coherence.
• 
• Fluency was sometimes impeded by many common errors.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response – Middle Examiner comments

Inclusion of ‘can’ makes this an 
objective statement and therefore 
not an opinion.

Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 3

1 Subjective adjectives ‘cruel’ 

support this being an opinion.

2 Subjective verb ‘outweigh’ 

being an opinion.

3

2

1

3
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

context. However, in the opinion from Paragraph 6, the candidate did not identify ‘most exciting’ as being a subjective 
adjective in the context, writing instead ‘for someone living alone a cat can provide companionship’. The inclusion of 
‘can’ makes this an objective statement and not an opinion. The candidate needed to work on distinguishing between 
subjective and objective statements.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
Common mistakes were not distinguishing between subjective and objective words which indicate opinion or fact as 
appropriate.
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Answer to (i) is correct but 
answer to (ii) is not correct. It was 
necessary to read from lines 3 to 
9 to get both answers, the second 
being that he had achieved an 
ambition. Two part answers are 
usually separated by a stretch of 
text.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

A clear answer. All details 
needed, including reference to’ 
school’ and ‘writing’.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 3

1

1

22
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) 

• (b) The candidate gave a correct response by including all relevant detail, including ‘school’ and ‘writing’ 
(competition).

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a)

question where typically the two correct responses are separated deliberately by a section of text, in this particular 
case by 6 lines, from line 3 to line 9.

• (b) Omitting one of the details, such as ‘school’ or ‘writing’ (competition).
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

The correct answer is given to 
Q4(a). Popular wrong answers 

tirade’ and (ii) misquote of lift at 
line 17, given as ‘he was not able 
to count himself as being in that 
age group’.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

Ideas to be paraphrased are 
that the waiter did not return 

unfriendly look. Two correct 

back’ and ‘frowning’. Popular 
wrong answers focused on waiter 
not liking his job or wrong re-cast 
of stony as, e.g. ‘angry’.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

Total mark awarded = 
3 out of 3

1

1

2

2
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
The candidate scored full marks in this question.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a)

question as candidates often missed the force of ‘what is the other reason?’ Another common mistake was to 
choose the easier lifted answer ‘was he too not able to count himself in that same age group?’ but to mis-quote it 
by writing ‘he was not able to count himself in that same age group.’

• (b) Ignoring the fact that this was a question requiring candidates to answer in their own words and to write, 
incorrectly, that the waiter did not like his job. Frequent wrong responses were that the waiter was ‘angry’ or ‘bad-
tempered’.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

‘What seems to be happening’ 
is found in the text at ‘apparent 
hostility’, but as own words 
are needed ‘hostility’ has been 
correctly re-cast as ‘quarrelling’.

‘What is really going on’ is found 
in the text as ‘entertainment’ 
but as own words are needed 
‘entertainment’ has been re-cast 
as ‘enjoyment’.

Candidates must demonstrate 
understanding of the situation, 
not just the meanings of individual 
words.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 2

‘routine’ has been correctly 

shows lack of variety. Many 
candidates chose ‘cacophonous’ 

word it had to be the right answer. 

needed.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

Total mark awarded = 
3 out of 3

1

1

2

2
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate scored full marks in both Q5(a) and Q5(b). The candidate demonstrated that they understood the 

difference between the appearance of what was happening, i.e. that the stallholders were quarrelling, and the 
reality, i.e. that the arguments were for enjoyment.

• In (b) the candidate used the context appropriately and gave the correct response, which was ‘routine’.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) 

and ‘aroma of spices’ and conclude that all seemed well and that the stallholders were enjoying themselves or that 

they were more likely to answer the second part incorrectly, (‘what was really going on’) often writing that the 
stallholders were in competition with each other, instead of focusing on ‘merely a routine and a good-natured part 
of the morning’s entertainment’. This would have told them that the answer was that it was all for fun or that it was 
all an act.

• (b) Writing ‘cacophonous’. This suggests that either (i) they chose this word because it came in the text before 
‘routine’ and they did not read on or (ii) they chose this word because they did not understand it and so thought it 
might be correct. Using the context is necessary in this type of question.
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Question 6

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Text is used to infer in Q6(a)(i) 
that the stallholder is persuasive, 
doesn’t give up easily etc. and 
scores the mark.

However, in Q6(a)(ii) there is 
nothing in the text to support the 
idea that the woman is annoying. 
Closer reading of text shows she 
is either cunning or smart (she 
plans to steal) or fussy or choosy 
(or pretends to be.) ‘Liar’ is too 

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

 ‘gasped’ is correct but ‘ran 
out’ etc. is incorrect as it merely 
repeats the question. Two-part 
questions need reading of a 
stretch of text, in this case lines 
35 to 39, arriving at the second 
answer ‘rooted to the spot’.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 2

Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 4

1

1

22
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) The candidate wrote correctly that the stallholder didn’t give up easily. He did not score the second mark 

and wrote that the woman was ‘annoying’ and a ‘liar’. He could have improved his answer by seeing that nobody 
seemed to be annoyed in the text and that, in fact, the stallholder was being attentive and helpful, which is not 
the sign of an annoyed person. Reading the context more closely would have helped the candidate to see that 
the woman was deliberately taking up the stallholder’s time, so that she could steal something, thus showing that 
she was clever. Alternatively, the candidate could have inferred from the context that she was fussy or indecisive 
(although actually she was only pretending to be).

• (b) 

wording that ‘he ran after the woman’.  As with Q3(a), the candidate needed to know that in two-mark questions it is 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) 

is common to all salespersons and not particular to the one in the text. Another common mistake was to offer a 
comment on the behaviour of the stallholder or the woman, whereas the question asked about character and not 
behaviour.

• (b) 

deliberately by a section of text, in this particular case by 6 lines, from line 35 to line 39.
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Question 7

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Correct inference had to be 
drawn with the cafe. The most 
obvious inference was the waiter, 
but ‘manager’ or ’security staff’ 
were allowed. Answers such as 
‘the woman’ or ‘the stallholder‘ are 
incorrect.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 1

Correct answers require the 
contrast either between youth 
and age or between innocence 
and guilt. Here the contrast is 

catching a thief he was considered 
to be a thief himself.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 3

1
1

2

2
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) An inference had to be drawn from the context of the café, so ’the waiter’ was the expected answer, with 

‘the manager’ and ‘the security staff’ being acceptable. Using the context would have shown that ‘the police’ was 
too extreme a reaction to not paying for a cup of coffee and the timescale would have been impossible too. ‘The 

• (b) 
a thief himself.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) Ignoring or missing the clues in the context. ‘Who do you think’ showed that an inference was needed here, 

and that the context of the café, and the forgetting to pay for the cup of coffee, suggested the waiter.
• (b) 

after the thief although he was not a thief himself’ and this was given one mark although identifying irony involves 

give one part of each of the two possible ironies, which were the contrast between youth and age or the contrast 
between innocence and guilt. For example, ‘the newspaper criticised young people and he was accused of being a 
thief’ is incorrect as it straddles the two examples of irony in the text.
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Question 8

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

The vocabulary questions ask 
for the meaning of the words in 
the context of the passage. More 
attention should have been paid 
to the context of husbands buying 

general air of happiness which 
was not supported by the incorrect 
response ‘mess’ which was given.

Q8(b), Q8(c), Q8(d) and Q8(e) 
are all correct.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 1

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (e) = 1 out of 1

Total mark awarded = 
4 out of 5

11

2

2
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) 

air of happiness which was not supported by the incorrect response ‘mess’ which was given instead of the correct 
response, which was ‘variety’.

• (b) 
given to the context in which each of these words was to be found.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• ‘Tricked’ was often given incorrectly for ‘coaxed’. Again, the context of happiness should have suggested that 

• The context of theft and deception should have helped candidates to identify ‘invisibly’ for ‘imperceptibly’. Many 
candidates did not identify the contextual link.

• The context of rushing in outrage should have helped candidates to identify ‘bumped into’ for ‘collided with’, 
although the inclusion in the text of ‘watch where you’re going!’ led some candidates to link the expression to 
‘fought against.’
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Question 9

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Under meaning ‘volume’, 
although not identical to 
‘voluminous’, is a derivative from 

it. Additionally, the candidate 
either ignored or overlooked 
‘conveniently’ in the expression.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

Excellent response under 
effect. 

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

Total mark awarded = 
3 out of 4

1

1

2

2
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) Under meaning, the candidate could have improved his answer by realising that ‘volume’, although not identical 

overlooked ‘conveniently’ in the expression. They went on to link the expression to theft or deception and scored 
the second mark for effect.

• (b) Under meaning, the candidate correctly gave ‘ran’ for ‘shot’ and ‘urgency’ for effect.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) Under meaning, it was common to either ignore or overlook ‘conveniently’ in the expression.
• (b) Under effect, there were three types of common errors.

• It was common to repeat the image rather than de-code it by writing responses such as ‘he was like a bullet’.
• It was also common to repeat the meaning as if it were the effect, by writing responses such as ‘the effect is to 

show speed’.
• Other common incorrect responses were to give the reason for his leaving rather than the effect of the 

expression by writing responses such as’ he wanted to catch the thief.’
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