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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This,
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers

for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been

omitted.

The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher

Support. These files are:

Question Paper 12

, November 2016

Question paper
Mark scheme

9093_w16_qgp_12.pdf
9093 _w16_ms_12.pdf

Question Paper 22

, November 2016

Question paper
Mark scheme

9093 w16_qgp_22.pdf
9093 w16_ms_22.pdf

Question Paper 32

, November 2016

Question paper
Mark scheme

9093 w16_qgp_32.pdf
9093 w16_ms_32.pdf

Question Paper 42

, November 2016

Question paper
Mark scheme

9093 w16_qgp_42.pdf
9093 w16_ms_42.pdf

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at

https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Introduction

How to use this booklet

Example candidate response — high Examiner comments

M$_Grﬂmd_¢_5ngaL.§_dmmd:emmd_hﬂ mcu&
e 71t WLMn@_Mﬁ&lp:m%_
InAcunneEr md_exmm_'f&:_.f’nuz_ ef the leocker

| of the d,aapc:ramcm_o _ | | @ Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
assage.
Answers by real candidates in exam \\dfm:_mmdﬁ"—fl P g
conditions. These show you the types of nawted ti_J_
answers for each level. Examiner comments \
1&5 el‘:!:\. _— ;

Discuss and analyse the answers with one o g ?re along&de-the answers,
your learners in the classroom to A — linked to specific partl of the
improve their skills. 1{3—{"25'—‘33“59@1@- answer. These explain

where and why marks were
awarded. This helps you to
Aﬁhr_ufgm_m_ﬂbhaﬂ'_mmiad_ﬁj_m_iihﬁ_maaibm interpret the standard of
\ida_a_phmae_xemm.j_m ~slighd oot - comtempl Cambridge exams and

m__%_m.?j m_h;._&wf__bum_a_m helps your learners to
w-_tﬁﬂ_hamj_é_,_eciuﬁsa_hn_mpume_md_amm kreﬁne exam technique. /

How the candidate could have improved the answer

Th t with th . . . .
fasﬂi Lv:: VSEOrT E;nnfbﬁgeargsnmglmc; c?eiﬁizg This explains how the candidate could have improved the

answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of

The response would have benefited from a mo| Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam
disconnected and this prevented any clear exa technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Th i ted didates to:
® examiner expecied candidates o Lists the common mistakes candidates made in

» identify language examples and features| answering each question. This will help your learners to
the passage avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the

» comment on specific effects ofthe chose| pest chance of achieving a high mark.
effect ofthe passage as a whole
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Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates:

o take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS qualification)

or

o follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in

a later series

or

e take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International A
Level.

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 50%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

e PAST PAPERS
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Cambridge International A Level candidates take:

Duration

Assessment at a glance

Paper 1 Passages

The paper contains three questions.

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

2 hours 15 minutes

Weighting

25%

and

Paper 2 Writing

Duration

Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B.

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

50 marks

Externally assessed.

2 hours

25%

and

Paper 3 Text Analysis

Duration

Weighting

The paper contains two questions.
Candidates must answer both questions.
Questions carry equal marks.

50 marks

Externally assessed.

2 hours 15 minutes

25%

and

Paper 4 Language Topics

Duration

Weighting

The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic
area.

Candidates answer two questions.
Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

2 hours 15 minutes

25%

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Question 1a

Question 1a

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments

, _M5_G..r'_l_ia.n:d“'s‘5_dpzeah_mis_af/_amggsed_bﬁ_@ttonﬂ,_
Howme. ™7 It is_wutten ua. oua.Hool _k\d::mpcc:molcmﬁ___

mcinner , ousd _exposes. the Flau)-:a» of the Leader

le _tk\e.__dp.poo.Lﬁc:zL_o

[The repetiicn of the assecticm that She aund e
. z@Lo§mH3Mﬂnmaq+Jm%_mo}LbLmbﬂ_%*_
Abbott _slows _Gillowdl!s_stong 1w0ill_aund__coaviction.
J_tmhaﬁ,mkxeLassetﬁcmA,FeeLJik_e_‘[qw_ﬁsomethm |
| Mu&j‘mmr_he_zgomc._q LS. The_oltention e S
. ﬁaLQuuda'emcg__-b__k\abL_ﬁLmjj_,_Q\m_m%_FeeJ_m pelLGzL
Ao listein_do lher :

éhc_refexo_ipﬁﬁﬂhboil;mpeaiedﬁ»ﬂg "this_inacun .
|Sudh o plhvase _resonattes.... oas. sl ht_.basﬂcuiuﬁm,_&meh«qi

Lﬁﬂﬂﬂ%&@;ﬁdﬂ%@@xﬂwmm poticud
“Laﬁj_he.u;e‘_l.e&_mczFﬁﬂtk\gmweuteﬂmﬁhemm\ﬁ_aumﬂ
_mmmam__m.nhch.eQﬁMb.!i:’Jih ppiag—hina.. a{,‘éﬁome_af
. _'ltlac_q.{ﬁ mﬁatnj_m\_j__pom',hlcwmguﬁl* 65&;,.,!:1.12:4

e,
ao__poocol_dickates.  However , slhe couatiaves that
.Mmdgume_ﬁ&dgm_a_oim_“_mdﬁﬂw%mmﬂ
. worché:sf_e_lﬁ_me‘c(ijinﬂ_qM

. apem_iz:a_pan%ﬂr.qpk\__b—akma.ctemfs@d___t\kj“‘lbgrepﬂiﬁomﬁ
Qﬁ-:_"!__,__r.oku'do_

a-_n.'ig\__.._.cc;!m.ueﬂ;j., . gtcogﬂﬁﬁ“;iﬂ,wmcdﬁ

q;m.omrjkw:jhis_amd_ccmu_id:@ﬁ_s

:E’Le_eﬁ?éﬂimj—}&m’ﬂgﬂ-pk_ﬂjmfgﬁJaer_Ce,Quo.aJ

,_qmol_ol-i,ﬁ,x.o.té_._.%_ahmi A fmaiMbwﬁ.Lua_bizn_a_mm&__ .

s _aftesahon . Her |

.i_suﬁﬁeﬁb__ﬂde_éhc_ﬂhinké_kuébfj_mafJaepoul@_M ‘

o be_misled neitner " por0”_ner “eser . The hypertoie |

0 Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
passage.

e A perceptive awareness of the
effective language.

e A developed account, albeit
imperfectly expressed, of the effect
of one phrase in diminishing Mr
Abbott's authority.

Q An insightful awareness of the
use and significance of pronouns
and conjunctions.
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Question 1a

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

{hrere _conncres dhat de believe  Rlobok wowld be o
larove _Sia__of- SolIs5, _sounastiaia _meuer_b__b&cmm?_&gﬁ_ e Recognition of the accumulated
gh e adso.souncls_tesolude d neillivg to_c ) effect of repeated negatives.

) .wabﬁm&dFﬂ&_mdu_ﬂaok_kaﬁawﬂmee_ud&-_

Bj,__nepeamfgfu)!rat_ﬂbwﬁ “oaus" pe by quoting |
.h;m_,mG\jn\laxd_aim;lb*é_bqtpw_tbe_aime.a&ﬂ_md—_
. ‘awasu_biufj_qg_h&g_qpeeck“w.j]ﬂae_m&.mce_b_my&l_.
Ho—accepr oot ohe says —astnue_beccunse it 5 bagked
. ;_I%_mjaﬁ!{ﬂ_aﬂaple_ewdwv

.flae__&ﬁﬂ_imdiqed’_lamﬁuese_,_dsseﬁaﬁ Ao Hoab i _ws Hid
| &;*th,oﬁwfojm‘ie_auf_uv_e.g@fﬂmﬁo&_:;g_h«f__re 05|
‘.bm_Hlp_boLasw&m&cxﬁLéﬂd_uﬁJ_méoﬁgwh
. uzﬁﬂdawe!:._aoaua&j..ma.- da S-Q_QQ__dkwt_Jfé_‘at‘_lj_oLQdEI &'@L ’
._bj_he_r__aunbienm: lass. _crextas  d  ppote _befioen

_herSelf sncl_tHose._listenine. ko ber . This._jguisible, | _
7 GExceIIent choice of verb.

..()Ja:al.f_,_cfj_&L/aam - 5 forhfiorl WS she SRy
|-esiag—pa e cetink ] ol _coes_ " toe " jastesc. |
.Jm_tbe_qﬂmﬁ_mﬁ = 2] n_f;.f-___.ice.fzueem_

she amnd Hhe auddicice _dnd _ he" ?—lbbnﬁh

. ;GiLiMmhciaggd_MLaF_ﬁe;m pe,raériv.&,__da:la!:imﬁ
. bdd,%jw mhahél;iﬁ._*bai;ﬂbboﬁ_ime.&dﬁi__jﬁﬁ_ coord
|comnotes__necessd _A_éht.\sbomJL\LolaLee_;h@h}c_kﬁ,
Jthe  hooder_of the Gyposihon..is_a dof lne by usieg |

R 1 -H:P z-axue_bnea.th,mohe.__l&o.@j_ca.mbd&jm_of- .
._h_M.SLCOI____,QcS~ “'D_Cgﬁ_meﬁduﬂvihdhﬁqﬂ:l_\%c“_bﬁm_—
.M%_Mwmm(ax;@pmﬁwh hones
| €eii= exaumiviation ) waida ieaples thais Bdeor ko
_hw_fddem_mtﬁm&msd.f_,*iﬁwmw

-.‘,mmpe.jem;e ‘ e A perceptive paragraph;
especially in dealing with the
significance of the mirror, a mature
understanding of language is
demonstrated.
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Question 1a

10

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

.MﬁMhMQMMEyLMLL@MM 2" redercded
) M&I&v&@sm@‘;ﬁ_%hboﬁlbﬁ@ﬂiwe%mAc‘O usolicloden
) M_ihwiudé_;afgjha#a&mmel;ﬂl&@pedm 9

letaachh _mackes Hae  eishire  oituadion seena  wmauch _nacxe |

[«
unieasovable. It aiso_r_inﬂ,ﬁrghmed_eago@e&gjjo_m.,
.:}kui;.she__.ﬁa,tem.s_e:\s_mﬂ:k\,@legme else

..ék\c__prov.{deba_*c:mééaiac_of‘__ace.u{a_!:i.@s_@b:e‘-_ehm_hey_
) j.‘lz_\\m\___pa.mﬁ rqpk__wmm_mulo]_wue*beemﬁbeﬁeb_
|l _repecibs_ “hol " hefore _eccls sceiano whuch Jaas |
{-Ha L&ﬁemd_@«ﬁ.mm%ﬁLdelﬁ_o.whe__m
B misoquunist_and _gexist._phrade  soud.  she makes
L\_Q_Fam}_m_mfar*mmeibm_ﬂmﬁ_ﬁif_ﬁh&__
leiso repercts  flod she  wpms 7 eﬁ_affea_dei_mm%,
._QM@iLOF_E&MQ@&,M(dS_wL@_:Lm__.'.tlé.el‘:_azﬂ@df‘_
|Qua_pcute _deqree _ammlzgﬁ;_fuded 'pcx,im:s.m_j
leoreless_ ot eoorcls Cre  tobo -V@.a’_b&d.l\tj_a}ouﬁ‘ﬁi :
_gﬁowél%_ﬁa.mﬂd:_m&k_@_;me_peoplﬂ_\s_ .m_pcxi\m'.é_(-‘_
. siﬁh_kex_,_iasitmﬂl\/j_mtmm.y_ﬁ_m\nm_oua_;a—

[Ohe chatienges Al Jao _pecple qreseinido oheck—the —
| tecorda? _olick_laoa  The goume effct an her
dlitect quotea, Mo of qumb;fjj_uﬂ;_mtaw—dhs__dod; _
.m_@n_oi_a _heJ_.Qprﬁcb__oL_LmH-_imfmme_dj_éQ}:ﬂ_t_
appeal. Jke  wentions thet wlet Abloor bowol |
12 Saiel __could “never " _be. ultered fb__’_ai\jmgﬂ__l
1200 Lets @xccxuaplon of F iperbole_that embarce rhe |
| v (e _Qf__lzxak__eQQ’L._Q_J_{ga_kgﬂl_ea__a_czuoie_ﬁﬁ_ .
___Q_@m___Pa;c@cqpb._,___uou%_-.poﬁ:iuﬁ_;’.’r_a,t_t&\...&__euoi_ —]
Lolioh. . letira e clrousacdic . pone._after dshe guoted |
[Bbbott, wlids gives the ocudiouce dune o reflect ()

6 An acute analysis of a three
word phrase: ‘sandwich of emotive
words’ is particularly apt,
demonstrating an understanding of
construction and effect.

0 Clear understanding of the
paragraph structure and an
awareness of the situation in which
the passage is used.
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Question 1a

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

;a&w%_appje@ate_mﬁ}b_éoﬂ:b_kfjp_qcm%__;

e Gillerd_beginsfo_mack obott fay omen tion. fiag,
{‘.ﬁs’r_ Hack_ h kn_had_dmddaaj:j_oaa}seﬂ ap”, This
M5 thaai=_he l—ncx.d_beem_jam\l_(j_-df,mkﬁm e
ob_xhsi‘e_a.nl_@f_d-cu{c]_hmmvob_,_M(omqgtas_:
oo {Daﬂh e bej"mwbﬁ"dpm'k_l' m:ﬁ)f_f “ﬁ’— @Asuccinct but significant final
pesson itk _plrasen ctich aa ! Ol dec " _ard paragraph which summarises both
-M—hoﬁbm_w_.ﬂbhpﬂ&.&w;ﬂ@di—fw a particular effect and that of the
.M.po.&:ﬁfw*ﬂmp_géﬁ_"_-_mmwaha,JM%‘g.%_ whole passage.
Mwm_ru_@Lpzmaﬁ_mLM_(@Jw_appmw

43

@%_,M.em_mawcd ? dozon t " o |
gb@_mwhmj_@u_mw_,w_#p%gémg_
-m@goha_-m_do@m*mmm e-effect—q _pﬂl.htﬁ::{a}_
Mwﬂd_fmf@ pleviia_all _his__mpecfectons ama |
Mh,g,_,mmpejmce_@ Total mark awarded = 15 out of 15

How the candidate could have improved the answer

A perceptive and sometimes penetrating analysis of the passage which married specific language examples,
usually correctly identified, to the intention of the speaker and the accumulated impact of the passage.

A few points were omitted or not fully developed. These included the allocation of separate paragraphs for
the mounting list of accusations and the final inability of the speaker to allow Mr Abbott any personal pronoun
at all. However, as the mark testified, this was a very good answer indeed, with an excellent understanding
of the nuances of language and of the rhetorical devices which the speaker employs. Band 1
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Question 1a

12

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments

Tae texk s & Speec\q anel &e skruckure of & I8 Wm\b\ shock

?qf%ﬁ‘&@l’\s The ‘tone Bk Yee cudione receives From Whe vexk dould

e amer G c}is\oe\le[: as Prme Minister Jubia Gillard is (:a\mq

oud \:he, \f\qpocrnsu\ of the oﬁpos\\:\cmr leader. The wrposcOF

Yhis specc‘q & Yo Show }\us\:m\mns Yok Wre wiokion b have

the s?eaket- of _porlinent removed ghold nok e baken sawudﬁ

The audence of this speech 15 Rlaw Puskrolian pdits ciang \he

Nustralian pm\;l?c O.W,‘P f.:lhu\o.ne, elee Vo T wetected] in world potitics., |

Gllacd ig ‘CC:“;Y\(;\ oot D leader of te oppocition ond caling

Wier a1 \f\u\po cn\:- é\‘ne is "ck[,(mqb‘@mve Yo, \,ﬁls,‘-, viabion \ro \newie \';\n: :

grealeer “of cadivent veroed for ity visoauuishic texk vescages

s\,\ou\ou net Le koken er\oudn\ e e h\nsel? hoe o msoqqmshc-
: Comments in Yo MSQ\“CAI‘& qu\s Hk € Tonu Kokl te quQl'

of b cpposition \‘Nmt;: ko krow whot ~isoqyny locke ltke Yhen e

Y\eecos a wivor . This is an exmple o ’C\@ qme\&\\e dhrows H\\'M}‘

Ye tone of the speach- The Sp@CC\/\ s wriblew 1n e baive) persan

cbout “the \ro‘]e\’cx? e owag‘ﬂ:lm She does this 50 bob che

con olwock albbeck Yoy Naa\:b!vzﬂ[redzl - ae dhe T ok qc!fe_c;mq

i - T think Yo Gillacs] uses s ké&hmi%ye n an mE[gew[ﬁ;ulra

erbarass Mool 50 et Glloy politicizns ovd e cidlience @)

in_general toke her cidte avol dp_wk support te g wightm
\oin ¥he oppaocikion. “Dnd non, bhe Veodbr of bre cnposibion viombs b Lo blen

svc_: Tmslb\'\ “’.s. oan é‘,xaump\e, of Ehic ‘JGL’IMI'&W&‘.

Gillard uses Gorrol lwﬂquoq@ ond an ecdbicated dicklon. This is

fpec‘fwf in msprj?c}‘l Fo’:‘z ﬁupghl:\b\av; awel worde like. “ensues® gml

e Gk hob she efere bo Moott o6 7 bhe \eodler of bhe omogshan

oty wove this. @

CTn ot sure i€ 3t T a cnebom or owme ot of bredlibicn

o tefer b0 the Jeodlar of the opsition as that andl wob by

WS heome « Hovever Gillord m\“ﬁ‘n% refige to refer o Aokl Ln\ i

Yoe o8- She does nok \.-’ahl\}'“ to qlve hiw the catistackion o+

o There is no clear focus to this
paragraph and as a result, nothing
is usefully developed. The purpose
of the speech is self-evident and
the effect of the short paragraphs is
not pursued.

e The candidate is relating the
events of the passage rather than
considering the style and language
employed.

e Language effect needs to be
more specific.

G Another language example
which needs more precise
application.

e Without further development,
this paragraph has little bearing on
style and language.
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Question 1a

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

W on cttemt Yo otran him as M hamgn, She refers bo
'b\we' sPem\v@r ‘QF pariiwevnl: oS 4}["'hr S'-\;ppef\ ; ce rc(érg bo on
fukerviewer og Showvcos bot she wefuses vefer to be leoder
of the opﬁ}ﬁle{‘m with Wis vawe. twis co(,;]d) Le an ql:l:embE %)
%%e-p-'\*\Sc-;\{; him o show her ovigpt toward him. Q '

Repitition is avother Gabue de Uses ko re ivforee Wer points.
7 \eks oo vy b oosition lecolers donle  sbavdords, epulcive
dowde stavdards vhen 1t core to misomuny end cexiem® is an
example of Bhic reinbrcement k\«raugh r(a;,"i{ﬁm. The consbanl tekmel
of Nogtk o “the \eoder of the Gppasikion Yeminds bhe qudience of
vho dhe is ballking abopt esh)ec?gllb‘ vhen she is portraying him in o
Negative wWonner. T linet 2% to 42 she shorks bwo seatenceg
with ‘T was offended...” Gllowed by sextst, ruole o missgynistic,
revarks gt adione beb Abott hod Aivected o her. From line 49
bo SO, she Gllarol does nek use Gl sentenes os e does 1ok e
nowms ot proncus gud_bhete i< vo clibfect, Hovever ik s assameol
thot the cudicuce knone vhe she i< oelrescing. Main ke sbeaxks bhirg
her dobements with “ooeswt .t Bllowed Li negative Yhivas
thak Mgtk bs dovie- M| of the olkove wentloned 15 dove ko porbray
Yee opytlon lepder in a negpbive wou andd Joitij co loke vobes
_or QU‘\EPDT\’J GWEin G‘OWQ hivm :U I du\'\”t ‘;ele'we \7\;\9'\: t\ﬂa‘.’/ iF @ ‘r\l‘o&lﬂ
av\@\nol os b s a poUHCM s'peecl’l and the wobliabion of F’jl‘iEfCa!

) ! J
speechel (s gever cnll"\ vobes.
‘ el =

Q

Coxcosm el itony, we Bvo otver Ceabares which Gillaed wses. Trony
te used hoqrout We sprech as <he calls aub Akoth @r all te
Wiscriingibc YWngs bhat be has dove gndd Pren shows oligkelief ol
We bnck Hob he ic acensing tee sperler of padimenl of wisoann, .
”QV\J he's wokev wp awcl ‘Ine‘-s e o ;fcw\'rl 'b\nel'ef':' the H\“"q CG“ECP S';;I;H, !
oh wiy \orols thefels bhee g colled V"‘fsoﬂqnb\,\\“-is on an exovple '
of Sovcosm, TNE 1€ on obteck on Nadtk o she pabs words in
Ws Fomth ool porbons him a5 on fﬁnorav.l; vah, 5\\3 doec thic

6 This is a return to point 4, but
this time, with more specific
attachment to language effect.

e The technique is recognised but
the specific effect of withholding Mr
Abbott's name is not specified — ‘a
negative way’ is too generalised.

6 Recognition of two language
features.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Question 1a

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

o further proe Yok Wis robion should wot b buken seriously.
Gillard ol occuces him of using Phis robion ko supporh his
po\ brcal purpese, “Ch, bhe spcnl<er vt e (”350%"\' $b) Vecouse Hob
suibs an ,Pa\ bl porpose. * flere she s s‘hwmo\ TWhotv Une leoder
of Wee vaor\lﬂaw hos vob brought Gruarel hrs riobion os e coe¢ © This demonstrates an

Ve :pea'kcr of mrlmen\f A< O msoo\qmsb bub rather be suithis understanding of the purpose of the

o m\ler ao\empgh © speech but doesn't consider style or
language.

N\l this I;xi\‘?c_», of \n-.,‘\‘?ocﬂsu\ rush ok e bolerabed , Wh.;ch is W\\K" @ A rather confused and assertive
s vobton_from bre lem}é‘r of the O??"Ei‘:“’“ S"“’"’\J ot be conclusion which makes no further
Laken §eriou§‘l I r_ohclugiw che Lries to show Ghot Ehrouc}’ldut attempt to consider style and
Ver speech s eyppgs:() Moot cc leihg o \ﬂvmocrtl: ovdl by doing language.
so proved bk Ws wobin should neb e balken ceriondy. Che
did Wic velny He syle gnl lavgrage ot 2 hove writfen ol

obove. @

Total mark awarded = 7 out of 15

How the candidate could have improved the answer

There was some engagement with the passage with an understanding of aspects of its style and purpose,
but the focus was very variable and rhetorical devices employed were described in very general terms.

The response would have benefited from a more certain sense of direction: the points made tended to be
disconnected and this prevented any clear examination of the progression of the passage.

There was a very uneven focus on style and language. The candidate sometimes explained the contents of
the passage and sometimes speculated on aspects of the writing which had little relevance to the question.

The critical vocabulary used in examining the examples tended to be highly generalised and the effects
described needed more precise definition. Band 4
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Question 1a

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments

n e Sade Ms Juha Glard makes use  of

Q@ &e,rn‘ GlnGlJ LOG)E‘A%‘ done Yo veack to an

alfengs by Y leafer on oppsition ko cempue e

‘iam,\fzf oL the  Austalian gaf\mmmk Bro ofice. She  aeks
__s_mﬂm iy e meter of hcmel fsqht n_t,_

bmmnmﬁ of the Seech that I “the %Da.r 2okt |
Her ghae  Abovk Y, matfer it h-mgw;ed and_tadg_
,Qﬁg% cleag bvl e nhm_f.f) “uj: will_nof ke
leckveed, Bism  and M50 U pyHis 0an,

W\L Oicdaingal vk op the ghast “his mao),

1 rﬁQ{g;mw,_ o Y leaduc Q& @moSn ion. SUves

ﬁ'D ﬁf—hd’ Ms  Gillagd s Un‘n&m 0Ess wulf‘m 'n M foc
Ihig wfonq acbons The  glliterakiny Nt Now, net,__-exer.

b 0ad v ko emphagy gg&ﬁt Mc - ‘Tonu fboth
mebion  will not be U\,{rﬁrtuﬂEd ot oll. N

_ln_&w__.&c;md pacagda ol ‘W\L pun Me Mg @

mircor Mg e efﬁerﬂeiu used . fo expose the,

wh o \S

10 a<_5 clise_t2 tae, W eveny Ong,

;\:\hﬁi{ R & uep, o a Veny 10:\0 Senbtnte i Ha,
‘P&m&mn\« which \\Q,LD% ﬂ\\:a “‘?{u tader M\ dz{cwls

O.(GM u)kq}; \s h@bna vad tmd ﬁ[&'oofal:ﬂol th%li'

o \eader ok ﬁgoﬁsﬁrﬂnb \w POLIYSY Lo \’c Kuxe

1o _heawy O, 0!1 lommas &l Mnm‘fns e “=nck wen
he, wes a S’f\wlmhmot Wien he ulls high school= |
whn W e a mirigke uady Y lagr governmedt whith

k.ud&x_a@_*‘&n QF_ os_’@n and  Sacts WL orocess_'

M\? it Yag W@k\%ﬂ'ﬁﬁn and Ugdifem Mr QOM’; ‘

“dowie  gandacds’

0 The tone of the opening and its
effect is understood.

e The effect of the use of
alliteration is broadly acknowledged
but might benefit from more specific
definition.

e Mistaken language feature.

G Very generalised description of
effect.
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Question 1a

16

Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments

In_ thy phiasg U _was ey o oled mera;onqlh:
Wy Sgea\f&r ey 4 éw%%b O?Iscnov’
ﬂ&n% and. W«@ﬁﬂ:\?& e, game Dh{:ﬁ“b 13 the,
Nery  Same, pacaa@ph, hishlitimg lg@\tﬂ,ﬁute,___
%om rcL —_Pwﬁafmba.ww w?ats saiel bu
Mr o O,  Yaen  wses E)&q?s males e diccct
Stakemeat) “ou sl H\ﬂut w\_%g;h_&t} L su 33&%
vou  Check Yo recopds.. . Whith  has 10agli cations

: Tonu sems _Many__Bernbly, Y nas _againg
oo, Bk W ol edeq m,m ;fagq}tmct
o B ~J

fotbuemoe, e phrase  “on behalp o e women
op Pugalke’ ohows that Mo Sulia  Gullad does not
___JFraOrf LoXea 50X 5 Uﬂ\h Mr Abbok - whom, she_ calls
h"\?(‘ou.‘q\& 0.1\0\ hos e best lnknf_shg Q{l har
KAL Wones jaL Puckalia ok Wark She @ud‘f)\u
S o 10 hmm.qwf that ghe s also_a_yickm
¢ Mr ﬁbbo‘b S*Q}{NentS bﬂ QUO{’ -'\Q an muolﬂnk W here,
Me Aobet s said S‘I\L $'u1¢1nta H) POl Hially spmtg
rafe  go hontst  woman o sl @

12T o

e g veay le  uee of__0ouns in the kext.
AL G d&mﬁ ko uﬂhah&% Hae,wholp Bﬁeﬂj‘
cound Mg __de LKism Seeech 8 md(
well m S‘dwﬂphmﬁ, (oo on_fiom B leadir op Hae
O?(‘ng'.hah SNNH e b{ }QT.L\(';U\ erivucly ;g_nuig_‘; as
e st highlights  hec dang a&eﬂn-

6 A broad description of effect
which needs more specific
application.

6 This paragraph comments on
the contents of the speech rather
than the effects of language.

e This is a key feature which
needs development and precise
reference to language examples.

Total mark awarded = 5 out of 15
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Question 1a

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This response made a few good points but was short and would have benefited from a much fuller
consideration of specific examples.

A more exact description of the effects of language would have been helpful, for instance, avoiding phrases
such as ‘help catch the reader’s attention’. Any piece of worthwhile writing tries to capture the reader’s
attention; the question to be answered is how this is achieved.

The material selected was not always of primary importance. There was one quite lengthy but
inconsequential consideration of commas and hyphens but the concluding paragraph of the text, which was
of much more importance, was not examined.

A stronger and clearer sense of progression through the development of the passage was required and a
clearer connection between the examples chosen. Band 3

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

¢ identify language examples and features which they considered significant in establishing the style of
the passage

¢ comment on specific effects of the chosen language examples and consider their contribution to the
effect of the passage as a whole

e  support their comments with an economical use of quotations.

The maijority of candidates approved of Ms. Gillard’s outrage at Mr Abbott’s behaviour and this sometimes
resulted in a lack of critical distance and focus in approaching the passage. This was manifested in some
responses which listed the success and justice of the accusations without examining the rhetorical devices
employed.

Relatively few candidates considered the effect of the short, punchy paragraphs which allowed the
reader/listener to absorb and understand each accusation in turn.

There was rather uneven consideration of the whole passage, the opening paragraphs often receiving close
attention but the trenchant conclusion given little examination.

Not all candidates picked up on the mixture of formal and informal styles in the approach of the speaker. The
protocol observed in the opening address was often remarked upon but rarely contrasted with the slangy
informality of the later paragraphs.

Weaker responses concentrated at too great a length on immediately recognisable features such as
repetition, and in doing so failed to consider other equally significant elements of the passage.

This passage was generally well understood, but the answers would have benefited from a clearer sense of
the progression from a calm but determined opening to the final sentence with its suggestion of ‘job done’.

@ PAST PAPERS
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Question 1b

18

Question 1b

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments

_H:__ié_aJoﬁQQLief?_bgﬁQL@_Jo_c@_mnﬂ_c.r_\jmj”_kao__
Shumeless  Some._nsein_coun
&_u;a:gw,b@[zg_am,ﬁmlmg_:mLdj___b_fitLLp‘ LS
blateuntiylokellivg. ¢ me&S_a&meﬂ
,5mdglehij_becannLFur_e__gxd

thot-_regue Abbotft had.to_say.to_villifly Conaen.,
,auen__mase«t,@_,_ﬂzcg,m‘im,&ckL_,_ic_gommbﬁeLa,hie-_ﬁn@

Lhe_is_ . &S__beqomol nae.— LNl _nok Shomclfor

.a@r_lmﬁﬂ%obﬁé*@mfmmmam#@%_

o ‘f ‘0_"“‘6"‘, '

‘nnoosnt _ome N ing_|

land _rehuke o spoaller_venSion of _ipcuself e~
bﬂLﬂ_dmL_[JéLTtP The__evidence of eOlaced

g_zjene__mm__o_\{edog kel ___this cuncl _euvein  eumtertorder | .
I_“‘E__@Qi"_"__@ﬁ_dﬁmim‘m gﬁ?ippaa—_,_kidc.gey.er_@e,w_‘&t'

Sueh _plssresp ec»_._f?émuas_b@a_mzmw_ :

| hica_ia__tus_place..

o Immediate engagement with the
brusque, no-nonsense tone of the
original.

e Awkward expression.

e A cutting remark which would fit
comfortably in the sharpest section
of the speech.

e A succession of terse
sentences which reflect the writer's
determination to deal decisively
with Mr Abbott.

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 10

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This was a purposeful answer which successfully adopted much of the feistiness of the original passage.
However, in adopting this very direct tone, it didn’t fully realise the possibilities of showing a more personal

side to Ms Gillard’s reflections.

There was some awkward expression which might have been corrected by a careful check.
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Question 1b

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments

\1/ 03/ 20165 T coamd \dieve the nere of Whi Mat_pcz\.\inq aunk

goveone For \Qe'th o nisoo‘w\\‘gl: aq:el" Yie \c"l\c?.‘xse.\{isb

covasent.s ‘re_ MQ" MC{G@& \V\uu\f\\'s pagk. He is a t\li{ncl"l‘t

and bovorgw. duriig vy speech T om gping Lo peovait,
. < LY \

T Yewe Yhe \MOOFI \% '1/\c:wt.>,5'17!|,\J Y~ had' ke qeh.
Quotckion tapon qp.oka\:ian of ge\c‘isl:/ H!‘soqtqhi!‘[:lc ,

rewerks tet he has mode. T& wakes e sick, it

9 weces Ne,-slgk-g eick ko even Bhink of Wis nave.
T ‘Vb\'\eSk,\v\ N o\u‘"oelieg ok e pfopojccj vebiov.

Tre text wTermq@S Ve is aCCuc{“‘q v Qigper of

were senb Whely Uﬂi‘pper was g gozrm\ an . Raoth has

soid bhnag Gar vore disgucting as a polibiciow.
< < =t \

@) Moy, T hope Austrolia henrg what T gon komorrow

G\V:Jd Cim‘{n|§ee Wi &r bhe mon he 7.

OAn immediate immersion in the
very direct style and tone of the
original.

e The direct tone and unadorned
style of the original are sustained.

e This provides a convincing
explanation for Ms Gillard's refusal
to use Mr Abbott's name.

G A suitably terse and combative
concluding sentence.

Total mark awarded = 7 out of 10

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This response had a suitably direct approach which made intelligent use of some of the original material.
However, the possibilities of using the diary form to enlarge upon the material of the speech were not taken

and the resulting tone lacked variety.

There was also a repetitive quality to the short, undeveloped sentences which was effective in places but lost

its impact in the second paragraph.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Question 1b

Example candidate response — low Examiner comments
Deac _b;'&rj _ o The diary form is not properly
W 6 Bt comeone  gtopped  thig  man. established, but the opening
What  do ¥ women of e Austalia fzeg| sentence clearly echoes the tone

and purpose of the original.

\o_do o ﬁei wepedt _tis man? This Mg
{ome, W ¢ to L@ﬁ@l
He ' the Pest fo ondomn s vex he s
WBFW& gec peligfoe op fhis  sme” He wanke
o~ UMiroine, Qur cﬁkn’(\qt cm(’l wll  vs  houspwives
W) efW‘\ do lfﬂ“\\“ﬁn U Gcm a0k allow H"xse eErrors of expression.

Nals W\\A.\ has  hy madt Sexik wmarks  kowards %, as
a  Poime Mio i, bwk he has vecbally  abused mw
ofar  omtn wun‘crqwdg Does mis hqpouq}b oo stop
and hink  abouk vaewhu}f W 6%5’[\117 w\l\ wi? i elmprobable conclusion for a
Vpon Mﬁﬂlﬁ and ond & all Bmmorrow. 9 | | diary entry.

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 10

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This response got straight to the point in establishing a credible style and sense of purpose and there was
some effective use of the rhetorical question.

The answer lacked any really imaginative addition to the original material and any interesting use of the diary
form. As a result, the response had no real development but was a series of perfectly credible statements
with little that added any extra dimension to the speech.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

e identify aspects of the speech which would be suitable to include in the more personal form of a diary
entry

o develop the chosen elements of the text in a style which reflected the concerns of the passage and the
character of the writer

e check the accuracy of their writing (this is of especial importance in this section of the question).

The wording of the question asked candidates to base their answers closely on the material of the speech;
style and language were not prescribed. This gave candidates the opportunity to make full use of the diary
form and the possibility of adjusting the style of the original to reflect a more personal mode of expression.
Unfortunately, this option was not generally taken — too often the diary suggested that the writer publicly
addressing herself.

There were some purposeful responses, conveying Ms Gillard’s exasperation and combativeness, but
relatively few took the opportunity to give an imaginatively different perspective on the material.

Careful checking for accurate expression is essential in the directed writing exercise but this was not always
in evidence.
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Question 2a

Question 2a

Example candidate response — high Examiner comments

Ther {mwmm et frra _Mwh«/
B oo R ) e Bt

|_estbortenmus  om & Aﬁa}l-‘. cad Mldmv( e, A-CAM ang

A%WM A%Aﬁ" hess MM&% o Nothing is gained by this

| mﬁaa_}@ﬂ@_w_#ﬁo‘lgé} eflent definition of audience and purpose.
e > A m/;éwg_ M{@_A_M_W;,_

chmm{;m Yo frve o frmmmad ,.H:U\%, a_
M.Mﬁwwu. W hmmmugﬂa&%_

L A gmmania 41-7%_4, _Jj‘amf‘ %#M{

M#&dm%
4; AL_M_@M_M_ ,,3_,.,{_, @ Perceptive understanding of

Lold. oot mmih /a-/L(L word selection.
-T,,.,___% Inn_selanedd wmosol _ The viovn

._ﬁM ol _doranols_e _/kg._wq/u- f'uu.-qémm /A(e_ € Perceptive understanding of the
_Mwl Ié‘—"(—?ﬁﬂ"e beste jég sealin » f , effect of the language feature.

ol-tb/) ._w.ws_& Wm_f_ Iy _m_w_(_
WA A— M buy 0 Perceptive awareness of the
| A'L };d:( ‘7&_ Mm&._ Mm}? Q use of vowel sounds.

W_ _ﬁuc_zwku_“ﬂ ma‘maju_(__

5, he_deavsidhon mﬂwm@ﬂw 'sé,é_e_
MM.UL}S—M aq_.g@m 2 46«,44_/ Fy7e % e Precise description.
amd

2 /5
oo MJ@M_MMW_M P
Fnislocalion  Nabiune _mres ak bun wt_»fteﬁ:w%zf
dereds ladgae mwﬁw«fm avad ! g, tudy |
.._/ém_wM%.mﬁ:__._/lﬂqr O(L stjlatu_L\M f:?w-lmud_
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Question 2a

22

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

Zu__a&/.«.z._‘}ﬂ,._Z_ZJ. Z’L@_/Mﬂd_im_mq ﬁw,&gr__jz
%*M_W_M_mﬁ_sh@ﬂ«.\,_ : M/i; 4
ﬂm__/o;mé_\.m M ap ot b czs;«léd_c_

ed,“,.gl%gé 7";‘3/49,,,,_.5 5 A
w,__¢ MZ‘L

/g U T ,_M i ol @ e
w(mﬁ_ﬁ_, Mm i
_MaA&__JM._ s MWW
JM—M'@&&J'34MJMMA_A_M Mwe...fc«f
.f

n

Adiu-ow\ g X _mi'(n#.«?g dmm__:&&v_&u_wAMJﬁ_&L___
donde " as el a / MMM_M#_G_&& cneed

“«M_M_rlu- Am?_mw&la? .wuc?w?-

S f i 14 Lo Bottnn nitwrons byl wam oidhn,

-o(uwfhm_ /lm_dw /
Lmonedin' 43 wnaed fr_d_bw-_/.‘uL/_lu_gxah e, 7

WM_ Lace . M_WE/%__M mu_m__

fﬂ:_i«z___t_/ﬁ-_. 5; . _N@?_Mgr_ﬁ:a_

%Lw ‘ _QJZL_ {Uuaﬁmm_q
rden_ Jh _.447 LWM_SM L) ﬁ'/mﬁe
M..} _tedomaliin %M _Ache ! 0 aual

f&“\%\/—w._.@mb_ MN?MCM,%_W_@“ Poir fog

?_M_MA&_W_.AM N_&A.\m;«um Z’ALM—

M_M(m_,,,_ ;; ool brar Mo Frnes leonnpmen Tht avalin |
/24._&7&%“_&-_&;‘ vocdarine i |

6 Excellent awareness of nuance.

e An interesting and enjoyable
development of the author's
personification of the natural world.

6 Recognition of language feature
and a plausible interpretation of
effect.

Q Excellent understanding of verb
choice.

e PAST PAPERS
INSIDE
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Question 2a

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

@t__/_g___ﬂa/.&;w__ﬂ%_w 2udatebde.  Who Am/ fSeeu a
retune i’@_fymm —ea! amd  Zrwegle~
%wfﬂ e s 2 by ﬁw
S e Z.i ﬂft__gojru @W_M a @Wfflm_ﬂ b
dﬁrmmn A AN ww/fﬁ_;’__‘:éyl_lttv\é %&_Au\_
cm(?_ wylzf%_u@_&;ﬂwk what cearnsd’
M A'AM MM(_W’
_WJ@’MZLL*&%_ _M_@.Mﬁ_f-‘ﬁ&m 40 gneatl
ook emen s fhoud ;—m%a?_&_ﬁt}t AlAedirn Ao |
|_Botfrn 4 _adle fr Altall s M}L dodoil ooy
Loeo Localinn e Mﬂi &4@«4_{5@_ _
4_2,“9,.?/1\ atn. .. m—-w%- ?44,\44 i
ﬁ»cﬂﬂéd% Pk A Botbhn 'a_ Petemtbevture sz do |
isarsant P sy popllecd M_Mw% Prorns
e sineadiemast’ T a?.:__'new- amomes o[> mare
M@&M ? Qféjaw an ! a. dm.ﬁtz.ﬂ,-ozwf; S @A clear recognition of change of
Aeross bofn /aA%lg o a ;M.,, 4; " !,& tone in the last paragraph.
w«lﬁbmanl W Mm?____ i & Interesting word choice.
f/ Y x ”L_#ﬂmmm Lost.  Ye
-%M_MMW- At oot 41«54-#'
M_Lhﬂmﬂ_ﬁ_ﬁum @ The reference to ‘Paradise Lost’
. . isav light di ion but full
e e g | S

Sanadise Nf_ ;,W.,na .u: 44_2____&44«6 A, ~ L enjoyment of the passage.
_%Mdméaé“&_m%_é},_ﬁ?_mméjz%?n

ﬁaz&mczd Aézw cean ol aintd _4_:

——-p&’LM— ‘!aw&»x.c__'m_m_/im_,&nal_m_q M
MAQWQ/A i ! "“4”4% %Al wid! pn | ?is sAé;r;aer-eness of the whole

/ éd/\—-ob(?._..._. .«ma,é.mf_,ér_%wéﬁ_ym%»?_ﬁ___

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 15
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Question 2a
How the candidate could have improved the answer

This was a very full and perceptive response which received full marks but this does not imply that there are
no areas open to improvement.

The opening paragraph speculated about the possible target audience for the passage, which in this case
served no useful purpose in defining style, tone and language. The focus of the whole paragraph was
uncertain and there was no clear relationship between a formal tone and the emphasis on an ‘exotic feel to

the location.

After the first paragraph, there was largely unwavering attention to the effects of style and language, though
there is no reason to think that knowing the author’s native country makes him more ‘relatable’. Band 1
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Question 2a

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments

The_wriler_creakes_a i intio Pt

1.7 A « _&_mwd_d&ﬂptaot.\ﬁ.&beﬂuhdmom_i:euce“ ough
{ e use of personification ond_colour 4o _allow. the reader to
,iundfe.r:smr:-d_.i'b&musmEto.naejf_b:a\ic!;&zg,.,ﬁlbhouah;&:&utuér
|ereales_such_a_worderous -seene , he_contrachicts these statements
.Q_&Lﬁnal_-pamgmph_bjjepmhﬁg_muIhpdl_pmblﬂms_thaf_hf_had_
Lwﬂdimfﬂaeuwmj«iihi&dee.hnaﬁm

,jhem&seis_jhesmnt_asﬂbﬂﬂalmdﬁm_tbg;fmmm;mg';b_f
| drow. the readers_abtenhidn towards.a.cool ancl undhsfurbecl .
|ahenosphere. This.is further enhanced by the vivicl and colourful
,@agﬁhcﬁjheﬁidgwn_ﬂs\'x\'lbéu@“c.ﬂ,:',,pqleu.gniy;bluefijﬁaﬂéss:f[@ﬁ
of Hhe sty Shaws_b ho;uLea:laJLAuiaﬂdJnom__whﬁ.Luhe_dA

Olmﬂmikwﬂtauwuonmabpia%b»deg:ubejrﬁ rustlmﬁs
{of_the previcus might 1o olion onels sense!s to ke evoked theough
|movement, ancl creates a-sense 6F wander as o whot animals there |
{emight_have been @)

| Adddonaly, Hwe_wnmpecacmﬂgs_thwmdmnt__seemedJn.deep_
slcep__in_ehhance_\‘he_ﬁmra_oﬁ.p.toce_and_qumk which ks o
|the idea of it t beu%&a mlaﬂm_unb:_ﬂocs ﬁmihec‘_l
deacubm\c}_h _ultimate peace_in_his_yse 6f: a Simtlie_to_outine ow._
" e wos a8 qmetmubm?jjreJﬁm_ammosao&mtw&__
be:nﬂ tﬂpe___._llbmcm._Wcﬂ'chlIB_Q!.&C_Q!O’HIZ}JIYB_QQCLIDS}'IJH%_.
{silence, which.is_rade clear through_the_use of o short sentance,
5\:1\!5_ DSLJJ"_p)Wen_Morf_so_*an:B_is_ﬁu‘_ﬂﬁﬁc_Pemon}ﬂﬁd
n_" Nehure was.at_her rost benevolent:" andl.  she_hac) closen fo
ame_ﬁzaher_lu.:_tempfx i other. regons” o _a“eate_igfﬁch@_thf_&
this_beacly ms_pmrmbedﬂﬁm_ﬂnei‘gmh_dcmmrsﬂmm_miq_

LS&QSL@E&[IE&,.@HCLMJ]&MMM&

The descaphon.of the sand_being " poncleny” and "the. colour of
Eun_npeaed_wheok_@:rheammajhe_cmdm_sms:s_ﬂ:mgh

msle_gnd_porhuﬂs_g_mld_;maae v&am:’rhamLhapptmﬁsL—tﬁe_Matd_

o An opening paragraph which
demonstrates recognition of the key
feature of the passage.

e A developed but economical
account of the scene setting of the
passage.

e An effective and personal
interpretation of the image.

G A good use of the text to
demonstrate how the passage
employs personification.
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Question 2a
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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e A perceptive awareness of
language effect.

6 The image of the ‘kindly
monster’ is open to different
readings and this is a perfectly
acceptable view.

e Another language feature which
has a variety of allowable
interpretations.

6 Recognition of a drastic change
of tone and direction in the
passage.

9 Developed attention to the
paragraph, but fails to consider the
final sentence and the implication of
a spiritual rather than a physical
malaise.

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 15

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This response demonstrated a consistent understanding of the passage and used a good range of language
examples. However the effect of some of these examples might have been demonstrated more precisely.

‘The kindly monster’ taking ‘discreet sips’ was described as creating a ‘fairytail (sic) effect’, which is perfectly
allowable as a general impression. However, the key effect is the contrast between the massive size of the

monster (the sea) and the delicacy implied by ‘discreet sips’.

The change of tone in the final paragraph might have been more specifically examined. The writer's sense of
malaise was described as his ‘negative feelings’, a very general application that doesn’t suggest the sense of

alienation that was intended.
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Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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o A fairly purposeful opening, no
repetition of the question and
making a reasonable point about
the tone of the passage.

e A very general point, which fails
to specify what picture the author is
trying to paint.

e A lengthy quotation which
serves no useful purpose.

G The purpose of personification is
described but how it brings the
extract together is not developed.

e ‘alive and liberating’ needs more
specific references to language
examples.

6 ‘Colour and (ad)venture’ lacks
precise referencing.

e The use of the simile is
considered in general terms, but no
attempt is made to examine the
author’s use of a library as a simile,
or the image of the ‘kindly monster’.

Total mark awarded = 3 out of 15
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

This was a very short response which needed to consider a more comprehensive range of language
examples and to do so in greater depth and detail. “The author is trying to paint a picture in our heads’ is not
an examination of style or language.

Quotation could have been used far more sparingly and as a result would have been more effective. Over
half of the second paragraph is taken up by quoting the original text, suggesting that quotation was used to
avoid the need for comment.

The use of both personification and simile were commented on, but in very general terms which failed to
demonstrate an understanding of specific effects.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Some candidates devoted their first paragraph to deciding the probable audience for the passage. This was
a largely wasted effort, especially as the guesswork was often wrong.

The main features of the opening were generally well understood and commented on, especially the
personification of the natural world. The second paragraph was more sketchily considered and some
significant features: the kindly monster, sunbathing trees and careering birds were ignored or mentioned only
in passing.

There was also uneven attention to the final paragraph, with its sudden qualification of all that has gone
before. Some candidates ignored the change of direction and tone, with only a minority seizing on the
significance of the final sentence.

As always, the stronger responses tended to come from those candidates who spread their attention
throughout the whole passage and having made a point, moved quickly onto the next.
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Question 2b

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments
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o Atmospheric opening which is
cleverly contrasted with that of the
passage. The choice of ‘huddled’
and ‘clutching’ is particularly
effective.

e Use of personification.

e Onomatopoeia echoes the use
of ‘rustling’ and ‘lapping’ in the
passage.

Q Striking image.

6 Deliberate change of tone
which reflects that of the passage.

6 Cleverly achieved bathetic
effect: hunger rather than a sense
of danger or alienation creates the
change of tone.

Total mark awarded =9 out of 10

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This was a fluent response with excellent understanding of the stylistic features of the extract but it might
have been even more interesting had it created a more independent narrative. Candidates were invited to
write the opening of a passage based closely on the style and language of the extract, but the specification
did not demand that the shape and development of the passage were to be replicated.

The response would have benefited from a stronger contrast of settings and even though the change of
tense and tone worked very well, there was no need to follow the exact shape of the original.
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Question 2b

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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o A direct and emphatic opening
sentence which recalls the style of
the original.

e A mundane detail which seems
out of place.

e This echoes ‘I slipped on a
dressing gown’ in the passage, but
isn't really necessary. Candidates
are asked to respond using the
style and language of the passage.
They don’t need to replicate the
situation.

G An overlong and clumsy
sentence which tries too hard to
echo the descriptions of the island’s
colours.

6 An odd choice of verb which
doesn't tally with the ‘utter control’
mentioned later in the sentence.

6 In the spirit of the original, but
very improbable if read literally.

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 10

How the candidate could have improved the answer

This response made a purposeful attempt to replicate the style and language of the original but could have

been more confident in developing its own independent narrative.

With a stipulated word boundary of 150 words, the writing needs to be succinct. The phrase ‘a watercoloured
(sic) painting done by a famous artist | studied in college’ added little to the description of the colours of the

African sky.

Bearing the word restriction in mind, it might have been better to have devoted the whole passage to its most

dramatic feature: the herd of elephants.
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Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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o Several very awkward
sentences in which either the
construction is faulty or the
meaning is uncertain.

e This qualification is given no
context and the sentence has no
logical progression.

e A plausible echo of the original
style.

Q Uneven expression and altered
text.

6 An interesting development of
the contrasting moods of the
passage.

6 A metaphor which echoes the
language of the text and gives the
response quite a purposeful
conclusion.

Total mark awarded =4 out of 10
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Question 2b
How the candidate could have improved the answer

There was an attempt to introduce elements of the text’s style and language into the response but the effect
was very variable, and accuracy of expression suffered in the process.

The first paragraph would have benefited from a clear sense of the atmosphere the candidate was trying to
create. In the answer, the images of screaming buildings and surroundings ‘dipped in culture’ seemed
disconnected and arbitrary.

The second paragraph had a greater sense of cohesion, together with a purposeful conclusion, but the more
matter of fact style bore little resemblance to the original.

There were significant errors of expression throughout the response which with careful checking would have
been improved.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

This question produced some interesting and imaginative work but certain elements of the style of the text
were not reproduced.

The most obvious feature of the passage, the personification of the natural world, was generally understood
and replicated. Alliteration was another feature that was commonly included, but other aspects of the writing
tended to be ignored. In attempting to replicate the quirky imagery of the text, some candidates produced
images which were weak or simply eccentric.

The major problem proved to be an unwillingness to depart too far from the structure of the original text. This
sometimes resulted in rather contrived responses and also inhibited the candidates’ capacity to produce a
strongly personal account of an event in their own country.

In the low example, the candidate significantly exceeded the specified word limit. While transgression does

not directly result in the deduction of marks, this script is an example of how a lack of conciseness can be
self-penalising.
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