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Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and  
A  Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) 
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, 
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved.  In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers.  At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers 
for each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher 
Support. These files are:  
 
 

Question Paper 12, November 2016 

Question paper 9093_w16_qp_12.pdf 

Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_12.pdf 

Question Paper 22, November 2016 

Question paper 9093_w16_qp_22.pdf 

Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_22.pdf 

Question Paper 32, November 2016 

Question paper 9093_w16_qp_32.pdf 

Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_32.pdf 

Question Paper 42, November 2016 

Question paper 9093_w16_qp_42.pdf 

Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_42.pdf 

  
 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of 
answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 
your learners in the classroom to 
improve their skills. 

Examiner comments 
are alongside the answers, 
linked to specific part of the 
answer. These explain 
where and why marks were 
awarded. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to 
refine exam technique. 

 

 

 

 
This explains how the candidate could have improved the 
answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 
technique. 

 

 

 

 Lists the common mistakes candidates made in 
answering each question. This will help your learners to 
avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the 
best chance of achieving a high mark. 

 

 

 

 



 

6 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 
 

 

Assessment at a glance 
 

 
For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates: 
 
 take Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS qualification) 
or 
 
 follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS 

qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in 
a later series 

 
or 
 
 take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International  

A Level. 
 
Cambridge International AS Level candidates take: 
 

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either 
Question 2 or Question 3. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 50% 

 
and 
 

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting 

Two sections: Sections A and Section B. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and 
one from Section B. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 50% 
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Cambridge International A Level candidates take:  
 

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either 
Question 2 or Question 3. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
and 
 

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting 

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and 
one from Section B. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 25% 

 
and 
 

Paper 3 Text Analysis Duration Weighting 

The paper contains two questions. 
 
Candidates must answer both questions. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
and  
 

Paper 4 Language Topics Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic 
area. 
 
Candidates answer two questions. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
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Section A – Question 1 
 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 An eye-catching introduction 
using an allusion to Othello. 
Stimulates interest and informs the 
examiner that this is a candidate 
who is well read and is able to use 
language devices. 
 
 
 

 ‘sardonically’, ‘precursor’, 
‘malevolent’ are instances of 
ambitious vocabulary used in an 
apt manner by the candidate. 
 

2 

1 1 

2 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 This first section manages to 
develop a singular idea of a 
persona who is troubled. The 
reason for the melancholy is not 
explained, giving rise to mystery. 
Withholding information raises 
suspense and stimulates the 
reader’s interest. 
 

 Spelling error here – and there 
are a few scattered throughout the 
piece – but it’s through ambitious 
vocabulary and therefore some 
leeway is given. 
 

 The variety of sentence types 
so far, together with range of long 
and short sentences, adds interest 
and pace to the story. 
 

 The humour used in the 
language – using some overly 
formal words for a domestic 
situation and acknowledging it – is 
masterly. 
 
 

 The idea of a ‘missing’ person is 
guessed at here by the examiner – 
who might have missed the silence 
of the mother in the paragraph 
above. 
 
 
 

 Error – it should be ‘she and I’. 
 
 
 

 Persona still muses on her ‘lost’ 
friend, but we find out later this is a 
bit of a false clue meant to trick the 
reader. 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 

 Complex idea – language use is 
sophisticated enough to 
accommodate this. 
 

  ‘...from (me).’ Missing word. 
 
 
 

 Use of metaphor to depict 
relationship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Interesting build-up of 
characterisation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Another mention of the mother 
missing though the persona is too 
busy caring about her own 
problems to actually pursue this 
thought. 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 Mystery sustained in the idea of 

the absent friend and her missing 
family. 
 

 Third reference to the mother – 
the ‘real’ missing. 
 

 Ambitious vocabulary still used 
with care. 
 

 Good use of paragraphing – a 
new paragraph is used as there is a 
change of venue (the persona has 
arrived home). Good continuity 
between paragraphs is seen in the 
cohesive vocabulary choices – idea 
of ‘circus’ at the end of one 
paragraph coheres with the ‘chaos’ 
in the opening of the next 
paragraph. 
 

 The mother is the missing 
person. We only find this out at the 
end. However, the sense of 
mystery is sustained till the end by 
the subplot of the absent friend. 
There is also suspense created. 
 

 Engaging and imaginative. 
Strong sense of purpose and focus 
on the parameters of the task. 
Ideas are complex, language used 
creates a real sense of character, 
mystery and suspense. 
 
Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
There were a few spelling and expression errors. These could have been avoided by a final check at the 
end. The errors, mostly of spelling, were due to the ambitious vocabulary used. Although the composition did 
not get full marks as there were quite a few errors, it was still a very good piece of work which achieved an A 
grade. 
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Section A – Question 2 
 

 

Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Immediate task focus on the 
description of a city/town, as the 
task is to contrast a town 50 years 
later in the second piece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Error: subject-verb 
disagreement. 
 

2 

1 1 

2 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Some ambitious vocabulary is 
used to give variation to the 
expression. 
 
 
 

 
 Fragmented sentence. 

 
 Spelling errors of ‘souvenir’ and 

‘guaranteed’. 
 
 

5 

4 

3 3 

4 
5 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Contrasting piece sets up a 
description of the same town 50 
years later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spelling error of ‘unfortunately’. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fragmented sentence. 
 
8 

7 

6 6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ‘squeeshed’ is non-standard 
English; ‘squeezed’ would have 
been a better choice. 
 

 A rhetorical question to add a 
language effect – that of a 
character who sounds disappointed 
with the new Amsterdam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The candidate should have 
used ‘is’ instead of ‘are’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Triplet used for descriptive and 
rhetorical effect to pass judgement. 
12 

10 

9 9 

10 

11 

12 

11 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 

 
 Unclear what ‘bad quality’ refers 

to. Thought has not been properly 
formulated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spelling error. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Part of the first piece: the 
candidate has managed to add 
another detail to structure the 
contrasts between the two pieces.  
This seems like an afterthought; 
hence a brief plan would have been 
a good idea. 
 

 The word ‘throughout’ is 
missing. 
 

 Imaginative touches, some 
appropriate sense of audience.  
 
Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25 
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14 

15 

16 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
A number of errors were made. The candidate could have checked for subject-verb disagreement mistakes, 
fragmented sentences, missing words and spelling errors.  
 
The description could have incorporated more specific details of people and activities to add to the 
atmosphere.  
 
The language used was a little unvaried: the candidate could have used more ambitious vocabulary, different 
ways of starting sentences and using varying sentence lengths and types. There were a few attempts at 
language effects, though not always successful because of the lack of variation of devices. This sits at the 
bottom end of a C grade. 
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Section A – Question 3 
 

 

Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spelling error of ‘woollen’. 
 

 Spelling error of ‘turned’ but this 
should be in the present tense 
anyway. 
 

 Tense inconsistency. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spelling errors: ‘happnes’, 
‘reagion’.   
 

 Spelling error ‘rythamically’. 
 

 Spelling error ‘sparkelling’. 
 

 Unclear what ‘pot face’ means. 
Also ‘scarecrows’ is plural; but ‘its’ 
is singular. 
 

 Subject-verb disagreement 
‘rays’ – ‘reaches’. 
 

 The plural ‘specks’ is needed to 
match ‘flowers’. 
 

 Tense changes from the 
present to the past tense. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spelling error of a basic word. 

 
 One basket is not enough for 

all. 
 

12 

11 

10 

9 
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7 
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5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

5 

12 

10 

1 

7 

3 

11 

8 

4 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 Unclear, undeveloped detail. 
 

 Missing word, ‘fur’. 
 
 
 

 A general idea lacking specific 
concrete details which would have 
engaged the reader. 
 

 Another basic spelling error – 
‘happynes’. ‘Soul’ is also misspelt 
as ‘sole’. 
 
 

 ‘can’ and ‘could’ – confusion of 
tenses. 
 

 More errors of spelling – 
‘excitement’ – this one is a common 
error. 
 

 ‘widely awake and wild’ – a 
bold claim that is not developed 
much in terms of supporting ideas. 
 

 Spelling errors are now 
frequent. 
 

 ‘one of my unanswered 
question’ is ungrammatical; the 
plural form ‘questions’ is needed 
here. 
 
 

 More spelling errors. 
 

 A short composition lacking in 
development. There is focus on 
relevant content and the form is 
mostly descriptive, which is 
appropriate.  
 
Total mark awarded = 6 out of 25 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate could have developed more specific details in this short answer. There is some focus on 
‘colour and light’ as demanded by the question but there is more ‘telling’ than ‘showing’ in this composition. 
Imagery could have been developed further to enable the reader to better imagine the scene.  
 
Spelling and tense errors were made throughout the composition. The candidate could have spent a few 
minutes checking the work at the end to correct these errors. 
 
Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
The examiner expected candidates to write either a narrative or a descriptive piece of work in Section A, 
depending on the command words in the question. For example, ‘Write the opening to a story’ in Question 1 
was asking for a narrative piece, as understood by the word ‘story’, whereas ‘Write a descriptive piece 
called The View from the Window’ in Question 3 was asking for a piece of descriptive writing, as it clearly 
stated. 
 
Other important words were the ‘focus’ areas that each question contained. For example Question 1 asked 
the candidate to create a sense of ‘suspense and mystery’; whereas Question 3 wanted the description to 
focus on ‘colours and light’. For Question 2, the command words were, ‘Write two contrasting pieces’. The 
question was asking for a description of ‘a town in the present day’, and ‘the same town in fifty years’ time’. 
The focus words were to ‘create a sense of place and atmosphere.’ The words ‘place and atmosphere’ 
clearly referred to a description of a setting, though elements of dialogue could be incorporated to evoke that 
atmosphere. 
 
Candidates sometimes did not focus on the instructions within each question, for example, ‘suspense and 
drama’ for Question 1 and ‘a sense of place and atmosphere’ for Question 2. Time-management skills were 
lacking at times: overlong narratives in Section A often led to short, under-developed answers for Section B.  
 
Some candidates did not spend a few minutes writing out a short plan to ensure the sound and effective 
structure of an answer. A lack of a plan often leads to diffuse, rambling work.  
 
There was frequent evidence of candidates referring to ‘amounts’ rather than ‘numbers’ of people, and the 
confusion of ‘less’ and ‘fewer’ occurred even in some of the more competent submissions.  
 
Some candidates struggled with syntax: they either created comma splices or ended sentences without main 
verbs. Incorrect apostrophe use was evident in some cases, but a more common error was the absence of 
punctuation.  
 
Some candidates neglected capitals at the beginning of sentences completely.  
 
Dangling modifiers were an issue: candidates should be taught the risks of beginning a sentence with ‘By 
__ing’ formations, especially if participles are not related to the subject noun of a sentence. Some vocabulary 
was incorrectly used.  
 
Other common errors were: 
 spelling errors 
 tense inconsistencies 
 lack of subject-verb agreement 
 unvaried vocabulary 
 unvaried syntax. 
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Section B – Question 4 
 

 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 Lively tone established from the 
outset, appropriate for young 
audience. Direct address is used, 
indicating a sense of audience and 
involving them straightaway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Subtitles add to the structure of 
this composition as well as a sense 
of purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The use of imperatives 
continues to directly address the 
audience. It also lends a tone of 
authority to the piece, and has the 
correct function of advising the 
reader. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rhyme helps to make the article 
appealing to the audience, 
particularly young people. 
 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 Specific hypothetical situations 
that the teenage reader would 
encounter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Allusion to pop culture appeals 

to a teenage reader. This tells the 
examiner that the candidate is 
aware of the audience and 
understands form. 
 

 Continued appeal to audience 
with use of idiomatic English gives 
rise to tone of confidentiality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Needs a comma here. 8 

7 

6 

5 5 

6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 ‘documentation’, ‘approval’ and 
‘consent’ are all apt lexical choices 
of vocabulary for this particular sub-
section. 
 

 Shows continued awareness of 
teenage audience. 
 

10 

9 9 

10 



Section B – Question 4 

24 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 
 

Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Continued use of idiomatic 
speech shows the candidate’s 
facility in English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A proper conclusion to the 

article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thoughtful and engaging, this 
composition shows a strong 
structure, voice and purpose. It 
develops each point clearly, with 
subtitles helping to organise ideas. 
There is a concrete sense of 
audience, expression is fluent and 
there are very few errors. 
Candidate achieves an A in this 
piece. 
 
Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The use of an anecdote or two, some more varied use of language effects and a showcasing of the ability to 
use slightly more ambitious vocabulary would have improved the mark. 
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12 
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Section B – Question 5 
 

 

Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 Audience is made explicit from 
the outset – and it is immediately 
clear that this is a speech. 
 

 Spelling error. 
 
 

 Topic is made clear from the 
outset. 
 
 
 
 

 
 The speaker’s purpose is also 

made clear now by a 
straightforward statement of intent 
and a simple indication of direction.  
 

 Spelling error from 
carelessness (the candidate spelt it 
correctly in the subtitle). Also, this 
should be followed by a full stop. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The first point has been made 

but no example has been given. 
Development is minimal. 
 

 It needs an apostrophe here – 
‘one’s life’. 
 

 Spelling error. 

 
 Apostrophe needed – ‘working 

years’ experience’.   
9 

8 

7 
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5 

4 
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6 

7 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 Unclear. Does candidate mean 

‘while still at school’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Again, unclear here what ‘doing 
a lower standard’ means. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Purpose is clear from the 
outset. This is the opposing 
argument. 
 
 
 
 

 Use of discourse markers to 
indicate structure. This also helps 
give a sense of purpose to the 
argument. 
 

 A full stop is needed here to 
avoid the sense of a run-on line. 
 

 Repeats phrase – this makes 
the composition seem a little 
unvaried. 
 

 Spelling error. 16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 
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11 

12 

13 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 

 A question mark is needed 
here, as this is a question. 
 
 

 Some development of thought 
here, which helps the audience 
follow the logic of the speaker. 
Again, this point would have 
benefited from a specific example. 
 
 

 Vocabulary is apt here. 
 
 
 

 Spelling error. 
 
 

 
 Discourse markers continue to 

the end. 
 

 The expression ‘academically 
achieved age’ is unclear. 
 

 Careless spelling of ‘they’? 
 

 A conclusion is needed here. 
The speech ends too abruptly. 
 

 Overall, a consistent focus on 
the relevant content and form. Apt 
sense of audience, and a clear 
structure showing two opposing 
viewpoints. Lexical choices are apt 
and give a sense of two voices. 
 
 
Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
While there was a consistent focus on the topic in the candidate’s answer, the number of errors, especially of 
spelling and punctuation, brought the candidate’s mark down. The use of specific examples would have 
made the arguments more convincing and persuasive. More varied use of language effects could have made 
for a more engaging set of speeches. 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 Spelling error. 
 

 Subject-verb agreement error. 
 

 ‘feeding off’ is an unclear 
expression. 
 

 Punctuation is needed, either a 
full stop or a colon. 
 

 
 More sentence fragmentation. 

 
 This should be singular. 

 
 

 Spelling and grammatical 
errors. 
 
 O  Word ‘do’ is missing. 
 

 Spelling error. 
 

 A question mark is needed 
here, as this is a question. 
 

 ‘(one) hundred’ – missing word. 
 

 Subject-verb agreement error. 
This should read ‘Every one of you 
has the power...’. 
 

 Missing apostrophe. 
 

 There is a missing word here. 
 
      This should be a colon. 
 

 ‘loved’ is an inappropriate word 
here. 
 

  ‘More of public transport’ is an 
unclear expression. 
 

 ‘For’ is needed, rather than ‘of’. 
 

 Wrong word – should be ‘caps’. 
 

 This should be a comma, as it 
should lead on to ‘in order to 
restore...’. 
 
Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
This composition was relevant, with an appropriate structure in place. Language effects were attempted. 
Expression was unclear at times and did not flow easily. 
 
The candidate made frequent errors in this composition: inconsistent use of pronouns, sentence 
fragmentation, spelling and punctuation errors, use of imprecise or unsuitable vocabulary, subject-verb 
disagreement. Although the content was relevant, the ideas were not always clear and ideas could have 
been developed more carefully and appropriately. The form was appropriate, but not always consistent – 
there were instances where the text did not read like a voiceover, e.g. in the use of ‘I guess’ which is 
unsuitable for a voiceover. The candidate could have made sure that all elements of the text cohered to the 
style of a voiceover. 
 
Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
The examiner expected candidates to persuade, argue or advise in Section B, depending on the command 
words in the question. For example, Question 4 ‘Write a magazine article called Travelling for the First Time’ 
clearly asks for offering advice and guidance. This meant that candidates had to give suggestions in a 
positive and thoughtful way, using language effects to steer readers to accept the ideas as beneficial to 
them. The purpose and audience were understood to be travel advice for ‘older teenagers’ travelling for the 
very first time without their family, so candidates had to select their vocabulary and phraseology to appeal to 
that age group. 

For Question 5, the words ‘debate’ and ‘argues’ should have alerted candidates to the form expected; and 
the command was ‘write two speeches’ with ‘opposing attitudes and viewpoints’. Candidates therefore had to 
formulate two different speech texts with completely different points of view. The more sophisticated 
candidates also created two different voices with varied styles of speaking to emphasise two different 
personas. 

For Question 6, candidates were told to ‘write the script of a voiceover’. The examiner expected candidates 
to tie in the content with some visual elements of a TV documentary, not merely write an essay with a 
passionate argument or a quasi-speech exhorting young people to ‘step up to the plate’. There was no need 
to write ‘stage directions’, but candidates should have written so as to reference the imagined visual 
components in the documentary. Candidates should have spent their time in using language persuasively 
and convincingly.  

The more successful ‘Writing for an audience’ answers kept the target audience in mind throughout and 
adopted language and structural techniques to match that audience. Less successful responses were unable 
to use the conventions of different forms, establish a mature, credible voice or develop a well thought out, 
logically organised line of argument. Across Section B (as in Section A) there was a range of technical and 
structural errors which often impacted on the clarity and accuracy of expression. The most successful 
responses avoided this tendency. 
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