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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and A 
Level English Language (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. 

A range of candidate responses has been chosen as far as possible to exemplify grades A, C and E. Each 
response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers. 

In this booklet a grade is given to each question but in the examination, each question paper (whole 
candidate script) is graded on the overall mark awarded, not on each question or part question. It is 
therefore possible that, on some questions, lower grade candidate scripts are awarded the same, similar or 
sometimes higher marks than higher grade candidate scripts. 

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question

Mark scheme

Example candidate 
response

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Candidates following a linear two year course, with all examinations at the end of their course, will be able to 
take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 of syllabus 9093 in 2014.

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates take: 

Paper 1 Duration Weighting

Passages 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

and

Paper 2 Duration Weighting

Writing 2 hours 50%

Advanced Level candidates take: 

Paper 1 Duration Weighting

Passages 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

and

Paper 2 Duration Weighting

Writing 2 hours 25%

and

Paper 3 Duration Weighting

Text Analysis 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

and

Paper 4 Duration Weighting

Language Topics 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

All teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available at www.cie.org.uk
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Paper 1 – Passages

Question 1
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued

Examiner comment – grade A

(a) The candidate immediately demonstrates an understanding of the purpose of the passage and highlights 
the repetitive use of the phrase ‘In the rainy season’. They also understand the effect of the writer’s 
language choices in creating the sense of a necessary routine in the struggle against the encroaching 
water. This might also have been a good point to consider the writer’s almost fatalistic tone when 
discussing these counter measures, who is plainly not convinced that they’ll make much difference. 
The response then moves to a more detailed focus upon the various personi� cations of the surrounding 
waters; the effectiveness of the word ‘invades’ in giving a malign and determined character to the river 
is well understood. The candidate’s informed grasp of the structure of the passage is also shown by 
their recognition of the change of tone signalled by the arrival of the ‘radiant’ nephew, who ushers in an 
acceptance, even an enjoyment, of the conditions. The writer’s use of onomatopoeic language might 
have been more fully examined but its general effect is well noted. The change in the writer’s status 
from � ood victim to an observer of others is a very good point and is well developed in the observation 
of the children, who actually enjoy the � ood. A strong understanding of tonal changes is a feature of 
the answer and this is maintained in the � nal paragraph, which has a clear recognition of the writer’s 
returning anxiety about what next year’s rainy season will bring.

 Mark awarded = 13 out of 15

(b) The candidate clearly understands the usefulness of a repetitive phrase to de� ne both the setting and 
the season for the reader. This is quite neatly done with the opening ‘Mornings in Romania during the 
winter’. The need to devise a routine to combat the weather is understood and the original’s yearning 
for comfort in the face of the elements is replicated; the ‘snow’s ice claws’ is a clever echo of the 
personi� ed � ood. There is some rather awkward phrasing in places; nevertheless, this response has 
caught the tone and style of the original and transposed it effectively to a fresh setting.

 Mark awarded = 9 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 22 out of 25



Paper 1 – Passages

11 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093

Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

(a) This response has a weak opening paragraph which simply states what is obvious to the reader 
and adds no extra insight concerning language or content. However, the second paragraph quickly 
establishes a consistent focus upon the structure of the passage and the language features employed. 
The reference to the use of short sentences might have been clearer but the choice of the word 
‘manifesto’ gives perfect de� nition to the author’s catalogue of preparation. The candidate recognises 
the use of punctuation to create a sense of ‘stop-start’ motion and the writer’s inability to ever feel at 
ease in his surroundings. The response would have gained from attention to the repetitive phrase ‘In the 
rainy season’, which acts as a mournful chorus in the opening paragraphs. There is some confusion over 
nouns and adjectives but there are also effective word lists to demonstrate the insistently water related 
language. The use of onomatopoeic language is understood and the choice of the word ‘immersion’ 
to describe the effect on the reader is exactly right. More might have been made of the arrival of the 
‘radiant’ nephew, but the transforming effect of the colour references is well conveyed. There is good 
understanding too, of the aspects of contrast employed by the writer and of his ambivalent attitude 
towards his surroundings. The concluding paragraph of the response has some of the weaknesses of 
the opening: identifying the target audience as ‘well educated’ and ‘interested in travel’ does not usefully 
examine the style and tone of the passage. Although there are some omissions from this response, 
there is also a secure understanding of the purpose and key features of the passage.

 Mark awarded = 9 out of 15

(b) This response takes the question at its word and writes about genuinely extreme weather conditions. 
The opening words set the scene immediately and make a decisive reference to the original. There is 
also evidence of precise and effective word selection in the opening paragraph: the sun ‘spotlights’ 
down and the candidate ‘bastes’ himself in sunblock. There are also clever echoes of the original’s tone 
in the second paragraph, particularly in the weather’s active hostility to the writer. The candidate also 
picks up on the colour imagery in the original : ‘the black sky’ which fails to produce the longed for rain, 
is particularly effective. There are mistakes, but this a purposeful response with some well-chosen 
vocabulary.

 Mark awarded = 6 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Examiner comment – grade E

(a) The opening paragraph of this response attempts to give some de� nition to the passage but needed to 
be far more speci� c in its reference. To say that a text is written ‘in a general way’ isn’t very helpful and 
a ‘personal’ style isn’t necessarily more appealing to the reader. The candidate does comment on the 
repetitive use of ‘In the rainy season’ but might have said more about its effect. There is also attention 
to the word ‘in� ltrates’ but without specifying the precise effects of language choice. The repetitive use 
of the injunctions ‘I must’ and ‘I mustn’t’ is recognised as a linguistic device but again, might have been 
more fully developed. This is also the case with the use of onomatopoeic language which needed a 
more developed explanation. The candidate recognises the change of tone created by the arrival of the 
writer’s nephew and also comments on the implication of the river ‘invading’ the roads. There is some 
broad understanding of the passage but only a relatively limited range of examples that are related to 
speci� c effects. Style and tone are also quite generally discussed but would have bene� ted from more 
precisely chosen language.

 Mark awarded = 8 out of 15

(b) The candidate is quite successful in building up the sense of accumulated misery that the weather 
creates:’chilling my spine and crushing my bones’. There is also an effective use of the repeated phrase 
‘In winter nights’ to establish setting and season. However, the response is weakened by a series of 
mistakes and omissions which prevent it from being fully effective. There is a tendency to omit both the 
de� nite and inde� nite article and there are mistakes with word endings. There is also a change of tense 
in the � nal paragraph which spoils what might have been an effective conclusion. The emphatic � nal 
sentence ‘I hate winter’ shows some purpose in the response but this needed to be assisted by more 
accurate expression.

 Mark awarded = 4 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Question 3
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Examiner comment – grade A

(a) There is some awkwardness in the opening of this response but it consistently demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the writer’s intentions and of the prevailing tone of the passage. There is strong 
recognition of the personi� cation of the ocean with its tantalising suggestions of the writer’s home 
and of the effect created by the addition of ‘all day and night’. The impassioned references to the ‘lost 
youth’, ‘lost ghosts’ and ‘runaways’ are clearly related to the very sombre picture of ‘home’ which 
develops throughout the paragraph. There is some accurate attention to the writer’s language choice: 
the antithetical effect of the writer wishing to ‘cry and laugh’ with her family describes the situation well. 
The � uctuations of the writer’s feelings towards her travelling companion are recognised and concisely 
conveyed. When the candidate says that the writer is not ‘completely impressed’ by the girl’s behaviour, 
the disapproving tone of the passage is exactly caught. The eventual softening of the writer’s attitude is 
also economically and accurately conveyed. Not all of the available language features are fully examined 
but this response shows a consistent appreciation of the passage.

 Mark awarded = 13 out of 15

(b) This response achieves an almost seamless continuation of the original passage. The material of the 
passage is subtly used to create a sense of doubt and possible alienation in the writing. Interestingly, 
the candidate chooses to ignore the relatively optimistic � nal section of the passage, concentrating 
instead on the forebodings and uncertainties expressed in the opening paragraphs. The introspective 
and self-accusing tone of the original is exactly caught in sentences such as ‘I shouldn’t have judged her 
for taking the soft road – I had myself to some extent’. The candidate also achieves a moment of real 
� uency in describing how ‘Life had begun to spring out of death in the land I crossed’. The conclusion of 
the response, in which the narrator has only the mocking ocean as a companion is a clever and poignant 
extension of the original.

 Mark awarded = 10 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

(a) The response opens with a broad but quite accurate summary of the passage and its tone, ‘very 
personal and full of longing’. There is also an attempt to give de� nition to the target audience, and this is 
less helpful. The personi� cation of the ocean and of the phrase ‘soul ached’ are identi� ed as the writer’s 
frustration in being separated from her home.

 The candidate’s allusion to the ‘lost ghosts’, not realising that they are dead, shows real sympathy for the 
passage and understanding of the style. The candidate recognises the pathos and painful nostalgia of 
the following paragraph but might have been more detailed when examining the language. The writer’s 
use of the word ‘lost’ is explained but the effect of ‘sapped’, in creating a sense of exhaustion and futility 
is not considered.

 The paragraph dealing with the Liberian girl is described as a contrast to the bleak preceding paragraphs. 
The sense of opulence and self-importance which the girl introduces are excellently conveyed. There is 
also a perceptive realisation that the travelling companion is both a ‘sweet Liberian girl’ and an ‘annoying 
passenger’. At this point, the response is concluded, leaving the ending of the passage and the writer’s 
change of heart, largely unconsidered. This candidate shows intelligent understanding of the passage 
and an awareness of language choices and effects but omits to consider the entirety of the passage.

 This is especially important as the ending is the resolution of the writer’s feelings towards the girl and 
her homeland.

 Mark awarded = 7 out of 15

(b) Interestingly, the candidate chooses to adopt the present tense for the opening paragraph of the 
response and this certainly conveys some immediacy to the situation. There is also a refusal on the 
part of the candidate to continue and develop the emotional tableau which concludes the passage. The 
Liberian girl recovers her sense of importance and the writer returns to her thoughts about her family. 
Both the style and tone of the original are quite well understood and there is a pleasing realism and 
matter of factness in the approach. However, the candidate might have usefully expanded the situation, 
before coming even close to the lower end of the word boundary.

 Mark awarded 6 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued

Examiner comment – grade E

(a) The response opens with a general summary of the passage but then adds three quite disconnected 
points, none of which usefully develops the opening statement. The change of tone that occurs after 
the � rst paragraph is generally understood, as is the mixture of pride and sorrow with which the writer 
regards her native country. A reasonable point is made when the repetition of ‘I wanted’ is used to 
demonstrate the author’s longing to be home. The repetition of the word ‘lost’ is also noted but its 
effect is not examined in any detail. The author goes into considerable detail in her description of her 
fellow passenger and the sense of inappropriate luxury and spoiling that the girl presents.  This might 
have been examined as a contrast to the ‘lost youths’ and ‘lost ghosts’ of the opening paragraph. The 
candidate picks up some of the unsuitability of the ‘arrangement’ which the girl has made and states, in 
broad terms, the writer’s frustration with the world and the war. However, there is no examination of the 
relationship that develops between the two passengers and no explanation of why the tears are rolling 
down their cheeks. Similarly, the candidate gives no attention to the writer’s use of the window seat 
to divert her possible anger with the girl, or the sudden access of sympathy that brings them together. 
The � nal paragraph re-states, without development, part of the opening but should have been used to 
examine the author’s apparent change of mind in the last two paragraphs. This response shows some 
understanding of aspects of the passage but key features are omitted and language features needed 
more precise explanation.

 Mark awarded = 4 out of 15

(b) The directed writing response makes a con� dent venture into the subject matter of the original. 
In addition, the candidate picks up aspects of the original style and tone and makes a reasonable 
continuation. The window gazing of the writer is neatly used to represent a gateway to the imagination 
in which all the con� icts of the passage are resolved. The candidate has made quite an assured 
version of the style and tone of the original and this is a more con� dent and effective answer than the 
commentary response.

 Mark awarded = 5 out of 10

 Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Paper 2 – Written

Mark scheme
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Question 1

Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued

Examiner comment – grade A

The candidate’s opening to a story entitled Robot World shows a pleasing sense of voice and � uency. The 
answer draws effectively on the conventions of the science � ction genre to establish a narrative that is 
presented with con� dence and precision. The candidate combines the demands for a detailed description 
of a setting that is ‘futuristic and mysterious’ and the need to establish the beginnings of a story. It offers 
the unusual perspective of a robot which seems very lifelike and human in feeling and thought, yet retaining 
the robotic features of having menu buttons on arms, cameras in place of eyes and needing to ‘roll across’ 
land. The candidate establishes the robot’s mission – to � nd the code breaker – thereby satisfying the 
requirement for the opening to a story. A range of imaginative and ‘scienti� c’ vocabulary and sentence 
variation is in evidence, showing a tight sense of control. The semantic � eld is appropriately science � ction: 
‘X9s’, ‘beaming information’, ‘lasers’ and ‘charging points’. There are some uses of comparison: ‘a junkyard 
of electrical hay’; ‘all of the X9s move together a rolling thunder’. An engaging range of linguistic devices 
– alliteration; the juxtaposition of the abstract and the concrete; and the use of parallel structures – create 
a strong sense of voice and purpose. Overall, this is an imaginative and sustained response blending 
conventions, description and narrative into a cohesive whole. While there are a few lapses, they do not 
detract from the quality of the answer in its entirety.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Question 5

Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued

Examiner comment – grade A

This response to the task of writing a script for a podcast called Secret Places takes a thoughtful approach: 
it is, at every point, appropriate in form and deliberately refers to itself as a ‘podcast’, a ‘programme’ – 
� rmly setting out the terms of the question (‘Secret Places ‘) from the beginning, ‘places you never knew 
existed in the Seychelles!’ It engages interest right from the outset by employing questions directed at 
the audience’s desire to explore the unknown, with Seychelles as a point of reference. The candidate uses 
linguistic devices and exempli� cation with a degree of con� dence and authority in a � uent and concise 
manner. Direct address immediately arrests the audience’s attention. A range of sentence types are used: 
in addition to the interrogatives mentioned, declarative and exclamatory sentences have been used to excite 
the audience to the beauties and pleasures that ‘await (them) at Chez Batista’. Imperatives are used to 
create a sense of convivial authority. Allusions are made using shared cultural stock to further intimacy with 
the audience, with references made to Indiana Jones for the mature listeners, and to Tarzan, to advertise 
the fact that even their children will be interested. At every point, a range of ideas is presented, with options 
for different activities – whether ‘strenuous’ or ‘relaxing’. Lively descriptive sections set out to persuade the 
audience of the beauty of the places covered and vocabulary is used deliberately to entice. The candidate 
links paragraphs together through discourse markers and there is clearly an effective, appropriate structure, 
with clear exposition of ideas/argument, creating a strong sense of voice. Occasional technical errors do not 
impede expression.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Question 3

Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

The candidate’s response is a straightforward focus on the conventions of a story with events and 
characters viewed from the perspective of a minor character. Yet, such focus is carried out in a clear and 
effective manner with some solid use of linguistic effects. The story is based on the � lm, ‘Maze Runner’, 
and through free direct thought, the narrator relates events, and explains thoughts and feelings about 
these. These feelings build up a sense of a follower – appropriate for the question’s requirements of a ‘less 
signi� cant character’. This helps to give the character some substance – and the explanation of the various 
jobs in the ‘glade’ establishes the narrative situation regarding the ‘runners’ in the maze. Tension is built by 
the uncertainty of the narrator to various events: the new boy, Thomas; the uneasy feeling that there is a 
‘controller…out there’ who manipulates them and changes the pattern of the maze – and it mounts when 
there is trouble as Thomas is chased by another boy who wants to � ght him. Language effects like imagery 
set the scene more clearly. Appropriate vocabulary establishes the despondent mood further, ‘three � gures 
staggering through’ and the effective use of interrogatives to increase tension, suspense and uncertainty. 
There are some slips that detract from the � uency of the composition and place it at the lower end of the 
grade. A bit more variety in sentence structures would have served this essay better. Overall though, this is 
a clear and sustained piece of writing, aware of conventions and playing to them effectively.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Question 6

Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued

Examiner comment – grade C

The candidate has written a clear response to the two sides of the argument – one from the managerial side 
and the other from a worker’s point of view – on the rights workers should have. There is evidence in the 
� rst speech of the changes to the company which may have caused this debate to arise: of ‘industrialisation’ 
which has meant the dismissal of three workers: ‘fellow employees’. The speaker’s voice as a manager 
is noticeably different to the other speaker – here, it has a slightly arrogant and pompous edge – seen in 
the ‘quotations’ from famous people, meant to exhort the workers; as well as in the half-veiled threats to 
either adjust to the situation or be dismissed. The second speech offers a clear juxtaposition and structure 
to the � rst with some effective lines of argument: there is a nice contrast in tone where the indignation 
of the worker is explained in the anecdote of his father’s long service ‘rewarded’ with dismissal – when 
the management are challenged about the mechanisation in the workplace. Cohesive devices are brought 
into play when the second speaker answers the � rst speaker’s facetious exhortation to ‘breath (sic) in the 
crisp new taste of (the machinery)’ with a de� ant refusal to do so. The second speech brings up the idea of 
workers’ rights – health bene� ts and pensions – as not being ‘answered’ by the � rst speaker. It would have 
been a better response if these issues were dealt with within the answer and not simply alluded to, even as 
cleverly as the candidate does here. As such, the candidate’s response to the question is clear, but not fully 
consistent. The lapses in technical accuracy and consistency caused the response to be placed in the lower 
range of its mark band.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Question 2

Example candidate response – grade E



Paper 2 – Written

51 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093

Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued



Paper 2 – Written

53 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093

Examiner comment – grade E

The candidate continues a piece of writing that is meant to be descriptive. The composition has relevance 
and in the � rst section focuses on the colours and sounds. The response then singles out an old man with a 
white beard and a black hat. However, the weather suddenly changes to rainy and while weather in general 
does sometimes turn, it would have been better to have kept to the task set out in the opening lines. What 
undermines the composition further is that it starts to move into narrative mode with the introduction of 
a ‘ghost-like’ voice – which then leads on to the narrator witnessing an accident. The outcome is that the 
structure of the piece is not fully apparent. The lack of development of the description means that the 
writing is not convincing and compelling. The description itself lacks variety and speci� city of interesting 
details, and the vocabulary used is unadventurous. The tone and style remain rather � at and unvaried. 
The shift in focus to a narrative signi� es an uncertainty about the relevant form to use. Opportunities 
for descriptive elements are not really developed in this composition – and, added to that the frequency 
of technical inaccuracies, put this piece of writing at the lower end of the grade E. This composition is a 
good example of the common misinterpretation of form where the descriptive task is called for – instead 
of focusing on descriptive elements consistently throughout the length of the composition, the candidate 
attempts to add a story, thinking that it will make the writing more exciting. Unfortunately this approach 
does not ful� l the requirements of the question closely enough.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 25

Question 4

Example candidate response – grade E
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Examiner comment – grade E

The response is to the question asking candidates to write an article for a magazine which is intended as 
a guide on the use and the bene� ts of social networking sites for an older audience. In this candidate’s 
answer, there is a focus on the relevant content and form, but it does not address the speci� ed audience. 
There are general references to gardening and baking – but these are by no means activities limited to just 
the older generation. Exempli� cation and detailed guidance are both rather lacking, as several questions 
arise from undeveloped ideas. For instance, how might playing a game like ‘Farmville’ on Facebook be 
an opportunity for social interaction? What does it mean to ‘follow a pro� le’? What kinds of ‘interesting’ 
or ‘funny’ things do other people post, as an example? Why are ‘catches’ seen as ‘bene� ts’ in social 
networking? Answers to these questions may not be obvious to an older audience, so they need to be 
carefully explained. More successful answers address the older audience explicitly, for example by making 
reference to their children’s (or indeed grandchildren’s) varied and exciting activities on social networking 
sites; or by suggesting the ‘older’ reader ask their younger family members to help them with privacy 
settings on social networking sites. This composition has lost marks also through its slightly unvaried 
approach in terms of vocabulary and expression, besides lapses in accuracy. Patterns of repeated phrases 
and constructions are evident in the answer: for example, the employment of the phrase ‘endless amount(s)’ 
creates a rather disjointed feel to the � uency of the piece. Overall, the composition is focused but rather 
pedestrian in its style and approach to the topic: it needs more imaginative input and more in the way of 
linguistic effects to raise its level. The article is also short and this signi� es that there is a lack of overall 
development to the piece. Structure is not made fully apparent in an under-developed composition. 

Mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Paper 3 – Text Analysis

Question 1
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Mark scheme



Paper 3 – Text Analysis

60 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093 

Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued

Examiner comment – grade A

(a) A strong, purposeful opening featuring a salutation identifying the addressee. It also establishes a 
clear sense of purpose by stating the situation prompting the letter and the objective of presenting 
‘some concerns’. There follow three main paragraphs with a speci� c topic presented and explored in 
each preceding a short summary paragraph amplifying the negative tone of the entire letter prior to an 
appropriate and formal signing off. This letter has a consistently informed sense of form, purpose and 
audience.

 Informed reworking of the material presented in the news programme transcription is undertaken in 
each of the three main paragraphs in a suitably sceptical tone: � rst, the considerable expense of the 
programme, one which the candidate � nds to be of a dubious scienti� c value; second, the argument a 
successful commercial space venture would impair the viability of national programmes of a scienti� c 
nature; and third, the lack of information about the proposed trips to the moon makes it dif� cult to judge 
whether or not it is worthwhile to invest in the venture.

 The style is � uent with many instances of low frequency lexis (‘prospect’, ‘ludicrous’, ‘pragmatics’, 
‘incredulity’) and although there are a few lapses in expression (for example, in the � nal line of the third 
paragraph ‘reliant’ is presumably meant rather than ‘reliable’) and a tendency to employ highly complex 
syntax with little variation, a pro� cient grasp and appreciation of form, audience, purpose and effects is 
consistently demonstrated.

 Mark awarded = 8 out of 10
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(b) This is a detailed, comparative and very well informed examination of both texts. A brief introductory 
paragraph summarises well the texts’ different purposes.  

 The candidate examines carefully selected lexical aspects of each text to explore how different styles 
are used and how they appeal differently to their different audiences. Linguistic terminology is used 
correctly. The ensuing exploration of the transcription indicates that knowledgeable participants are 
engaged in consistent and cooperative turn taking and that the exchange has possibly been scripted 
in advance.  Complementary observations of the formal letter follow in the next paragraph where 
evidence is presented to successfully argue it is an edited text presenting a strong personal opinion. The 
candidate recognises the informative properties of the news programme might have been addressed in 
the preceding paragraph and immediately remedies this oversight.  A brief, speculative discussion of the 
possible paralinguistic aspects of the participants’ discussion follows before the candidate engages in a 
more astute recognition of how the voice-over and audio-visual features appeal to a news programme’s 
general audience.  

 In the next section the candidate demonstrates solid discrimination by exploring the transcription to 
analyse the relationships between the participants, � nding Tom Clarke to be the ‘dominant speaker’, 
Grif� ns is engaging in ‘ad-speak’ and Andrew Coates is most successful in appealing to the general 
television audience.  It is at this juncture that the candidate recognises that there exist features of 
spontaneous speech in the transcription (repetitions, reformulations and discourse markers). It would 
be bene� cial to here qualify the earlier observation about the news programme being scripted by 
showing an appreciation of how elements of spontaneous speech can and do occur regardless of 
how well prepared and rehearsed the speakers may be. The candidate brie� y considers the formal 
letter’s structure and accurately describes its language as ‘strong, authoritative’ before returning to the 
transcription to observe how it adheres to Grice’s four Maxims.

 The candidate’s line of argument breaks down slightly in the � nal section of the response. However, 
a knowledgeable appreciation of both spoken and written texts with a very strong focus on speci� c 
effects is described. How their form, style and purpose re� ect their very different audiences is 
successfully demonstrated. A highly comparative approach is sustained very well and appropriate close 
textual references are made in support of almost all the points presented.

 Mark awarded = 15 out of 15

 Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

(a) The response is immediately recognisable as a formal letter with a salutation (although addressing 
the Chairman or Mr Grif� ns would be more appropriate than the company itself, Golden Spike), two 
separate paragraphs and an appropriate signing off.

 The purpose is identi� ed in the opening sentence of the � rst, main paragraph (although the syntax is 
a bit strained already: ‘…I dislike your idea that you have to offer trips…’) and simply reiterated in the 
second. There is an undertaking to present ‘many concerns’. Three concerns are very brie� y addressed, 
usually through the use of rhetorical questions. The requirement to rework material selected from the 
original transcription is addressed through consideration of the idea presented by Grif� ns that many 
people would now be able to avail themselves of an opportunity to travel to the moon and Tom Clarke’s 
observations concerning the vast expenditure of money and time that led to NASA’s successful Apollo 
programme placing professional astronauts on the moon. There is a successful balance struck in the 
candidate’s exaggerated phrasing of the oppositional notions that ‘astronauts spend their whole lives’ 
preparing for their moon missions whereas in the future Golden Spike will offer a similar experience so 
that ‘people … go into space whenever they would like to’.

 The � nal paragraph is a polite expression of thanks for taking the time to read the letter that also 
ampli� es and fundamentally changes the letter’s stated purpose of expressing concerns: ‘I hope they 
[the writer’s concerns] change your point of view’. The candidate’s revised conception of the task is not 
entirely appropriate to a piece of writing of 120–150 words in length that is intended to be an explanation 
of the writer’s concerns regarding Golden Spike offering trips to the moon rather than an argument 
aiming for a reconsideration of the programme proposed.

 For the most part the candidate demonstrates a competent understanding of form, conventions and 
effects in a measured style whilst engaging in adequate reworking of the original transcription. There 
might have been clearer accommodation of audience and purpose (the latter perhaps better facilitated 
through the use of two or three topical paragraphs rather than the sole substantive one produced here) 
and sharper turns of phrase produced.

 Mark awarded = 5 out of 10

(b) The candidate’s response is somewhat circuitous, commencing with a general consideration of the 
texts’ styles before considering their different purposes in a substantive manner in the penultimate 
paragraph. Nevertheless the introduction begins to show the candidate’s awareness of fundamental 
stylistic differences between the texts even though the ‘informative’ purpose of the news programme 
is not adequately balanced by consideration of the requirement to present concerns in the letter and a 
sharper focus on different audiences is postponed until much later in the response.

 It is unusual to begin to compare texts with consideration of their alliterative qualities however in the 
second paragraph the candidate successfully analyses two examples from the transcription (‘thousand 
times’, ‘paying passengers’) with good attention to the speci� c effects created (although lacking the 
recognition that the latter example is a plosive). The softer quality of ‘much money’ from the letter is 
a correct attribution yet it might be more appropriate to consider how similarly harsh alliteration would 
better suit ‘the candid tone’ of the formal letter (even if the candidate did not perhaps consider such an 
approach when composing the formal letter).

 The primary focus on the transcription continues in the next three paragraphs with the formal letter 
considered in a more substantive fashion than earlier in the response. There is successful recognition of 
a spoken language convention (the repair ‘of moon (.) of the moon’) and general knowledge of how it is 
not appropriate to a written text followed by some comparative analysis of language use that indicates 
secure appreciation of the texts’ different styles and, implicitly, audiences which is developed in the next 
paragraph focusing on the use of inclusive pronouns. It is important to note how there is selective and 
relevant reference to aspects of both texts that is sustained through most of the rest of the response.
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 In the penultimate paragraph the candidate maintains the focus on a comparison of language use by 
attempting to explore aspects of the texts’ semantic � elds.  There could be a sharper focus on the 
speci� c effects created although the observations that the transcription’s language contributes to a 
‘learned style’ and the letter’s language is ‘more vague’ (on the basis opinions rather than facts are 
imparted) are sound.

 The conclusion successfully uni� es the texts’ purposes with a reiteration of the initial observations about 
differing styles made in the opening paragraph. On balance the response would bene� t from more 
sustained analysis of a wider range of features selected from both texts and more overt recognition 
of the unique effects produced. The candidate uses mostly relevant and relatable textual references 
and consistently demonstrates an awareness of the transcription and letter as examples of spoken and 
written texts accordingly.

 Mark awarded = 11 out of 15

 Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Examiner comment – grade E

(a) The candidate begins by writing phrases that are later used in the letter itself and appear to construct 
the point of view to be adopted (the persona of a ‘former Environmental lawyer’) as well as specifying 
the letter’s speci� c audience and its purpose. Although it would be more ef� cient to limit such 
preliminary exercises to the production of notes only, the candidate is here engaged in a useful 
examination technique to help ensure the ensuing directed writing is focused on the speci� ed task. 

 The letter opens with an appropriate salutation, contains four distinct paragraphs of varying complexity 
and concludes with a suitable signing off. The adoption of an appropriate persona is a sound tactic, 
certainly in the � rst half of the letter where a focus on the detrimental environmental effects of the 
Golden Spike programme are presented.  

 There are three distinct attempts to rework the information contained in the original news item: the 
candidate’s view that the considerable cost of Golden Spike’s enterprise will contribute to higher 
pollution levels and hence increased global warming via a stronger greenhouse effect; the belief that 
Neil Armstrong’s original accomplishment is encouraging more nations to develop space programmes 
which the candidate argues will in turn cause a further negative environmental effect as the fuel to be 
used is ‘twice as hazardous as the fuel used in automobiles’; and, in the � nal paragraph the tentative 
identi� cation of another issue – whether the Golden Spike programme will be � nancially viable (as 
mooted by one of the participants whom the candidate correctly identi� es) – obliquely linked to further 
‘exploitation of [natural] resources’. The penultimate sentence struggles to make a clear point. There 
is an emotive plea directed towards the addressee in the � nal sentence – ‘…please don’t let the 
environment fall to pieces’ – which is a bit too alarmist in the circumstances.

 The candidate has produced essentially sound directed writing in terms of content and engages in 
some apt reworking of the original material albeit based on a narrow selection and interpretation of the 
transcription’s content. There are, however, several lapses in expression and there is an uneven sense of 
the need to create speci� c effects.

 Mark awarded = 3 out of 10

(b) There is no introductory overview of the texts although it appears the candidate intends to initially 
consider aspects of style before language use.

 The section of the response considering style (the � rst three paragraphs) is loosely arranged around 
a series of observations concerning the different textual forms at issue (transcription of a news 
programme, a formal letter expressing concerns). Some knowledge of spoken language conventions is 
exhibited: micro pauses may denote thinking on the speaker’s part, an ‘absence of overlaps’ indicates 
that the speakers are respectful of each other’s contributions (from which it may be inferred the 
candidate is indicating turn-taking). A broad statement is made to suggest a comparison: there is a range 
of syntactical structures present in each text (although there is no attempt to select interesting examples 
nor any inclination to analyse them for the effects produced).

 Some consideration of language follows. There is an attempt to classify one word (‘� y’) as low 
frequency lexis however no analytical point is developed. No direct comparison (nor contrast) with the 
letter is offered. The candidate also attempts to consider instances of jargon in the transcription (where 
the examples cited would more clearly be understood as instances of ameliorative euphemism) and 
what the candidate judges to be corresponding language use in the formal letter (for which there is 
a simple undertaking to identify similar types of language with examples only). A couple of disparate 
comments concerning language used in the formal letter then follow. There is no attempt to produce a 
summative conclusion.
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 The candidate has left comments on aspects of the texts’ forms and conventions undeveloped and in 
isolation from aspects of purpose and audience and has demonstrated only a partial appreciation of the 
language employed in each. The response is a bit too brief given the complexity of both texts and does 
not fully satisfy the requirement to compare the texts.

 Mark awarded = 7 out of 15

 Total mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 2
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Examiner comment – grade A

The candidate has produced an ef� ciently structured and highly comparative essay addressing the two texts 
in considerable detail. The introductory paragraph successfully outlines what the texts have in common and 
what makes them distinguishable from each other in terms of purpose and their respective audiences. In 
comparing the overall structures of the texts B’s online context is particularly appreciated (featuring uniform, 
short paragraphs accordingly). The candidate also begins to assess the tone of the texts in a purposeful 
manner.

The candidate sensibly decides to compare the texts’ language � rst (perhaps as prompted by the question).  
Positive adjectives are considered in clusters where some comparative analysis of individual words might 
have been advisable. Appropriate examples of � gurative language from text A are selected and correctly 
identi� ed and brie� y compared to B’s descriptive language. It is clear the candidate possesses a good 
knowledge of language types and has a sensitive appreciation of the corresponding effects that are created.  
The ensuing discussion of B’s factual information in relation to its context is perceptive with the candidate 
seeking to substantiate the earlier comparative observation about the texts’ shared informative purpose. 

Syntactical analysis follows in the next paragraph with incisive appreciation of the different effects created 
by declarative as opposed to interrogative sentences demonstrated. The context of text B is further 
examined in isolation; some consideration of text A as part of a much longer work that is designed to be 
read in a more leisurely fashion would help strike a balance regarding this aspect of the discussion.

The candidate returns to a consideration of language to compare the texts’ differences in tone in the 
penultimate paragraph. Characterising A as ‘jovial’ in tone is astute especially as the candidate demonstrates 
how the complementary tone of much of B is leavened with notes of ‘sadness’ in its treatment of the 
injuries Vidic sustained.  

A summative concluding paragraph emphasises what the texts have in common. B’s bias is again broached 
in a manner that suggests the candidate is correctly identifying its more overt purpose of celebrating 
simultaneously the footballer and the club. Even though there is scope for more sustained analysis of 
the selected examples of language use, the response features consistent and sensitive examination of 
how purpose, context and audience together shape meaning in both texts with an effective comparative 
approach utilised where it is most warranted.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

This is a well-structured, mainly comparative response that chie� y shows steady awareness of the 
informative purpose of the texts, the candidate � nding text A is ‘promoting [Vidic] as a person’ while B 
emphasises his attributes as a footballer.  In the second paragraph there is relevant consideration of the 
texts’ use of language. The speci� c effects of � gurative language are attributed to well-chosen examples: 
for instance, the metaphoric ‘He was the rock’ is plausibly interpreted to mean ‘Ferguson [the Manchester 
United manager] could rely on’ Vidic.  The candidate correctly observes both texts contain direct quotations 
provided by Vidic from which the informed opinion may be formed that he is ‘a humble and modest person’. 
There is a similar approach applied to examples of statistical information contained in both texts. It would be 
helpful for the candidate to consider how these examples of language use have a bearing on appreciating 
the texts’ different audiences and contexts, too.

The candidate undertakes some comparative examination of selected statements made about Vidic. 
Synonyms are offered for two of the relevant adjectives selected from text B – ‘‘relentless’ and ‘formidable’ 
make Vidic appear as a very intimidating player who is merciless when playing’ – that suggests the 
candidate is attempting to evaluate the effects of the language on a reader. A similar process is employed 
when evaluating text A’s ‘Ferguson was like a man who had won the lottery…’ as a simile with the effect 
of signalling ‘the inexplicable joy’ he experienced when Vidic signed for Manchester United. The same 
paragraph also contains a cursory observation about text A’s use of a short, rhetorical paragraph to ‘engage’ 
the reader and a brief consideration of the general effect of its bias. Before closing the candidate obliquely 
considers the context of text B by interpreting ‘some time to shine’ as a suggestion that Vidic’s development 
was uneven, concluding the text is ‘written from a more honest point of view’ than text A. 

Overall the candidate successfully demonstrates a measured awareness of the effects created in both texts 
and a competent appreciation of some linguistic techniques even though terminology is not always utilised 
to that end. There is comparative consideration of purpose (and obliquely of context); informed consideration 
of audience would have no doubt helped to illustrate the candidate’s competent level of understanding more 
clearly.

Mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Example candidate response – grade E continued
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Examiner comment – grade E

Prior to the response there is a plan that indicates how a comparative approach will be utilised which 
appears to have been useful to the candidate when composing the response.  

The introductory paragraph is of limited value as it contains information that can be gleaned from the 
question’s instructions. There follows a paragraph containing the candidate’s most substantive consideration 
of the texts’ use of language and the effects produced. The candidate con� nes the potential scope of the 
discussion to a consideration of how the examples of language quoted from each text illustrate how A is 
less formal than B without appropriate consideration of their contexts and purposes. There is, however, 
some consideration of how the texts may be interpreted to cater for different audiences (demographic 
considerations here con� ned to age only), illustrated through reference to low frequency lexis found in text B 
which in turn is deemed to be intended for a ‘more mature’ audience.

Purpose is very brie� y examined for both texts in the following paragraph and there is also a basic 
assessment of their structure (use of short paragraphs). A signi� cant difference in context can be inferred 
from what the candidate observes about the different aspects of Vidic’s career examined in each text. 
The penultimate paragraph would bene� t from a clearer appreciation of voice when considering the range 
of sources identi� ed in each text. Its � nal sentence does not make a secure point about the range of 
punctuation found in each text.

An informed point can be inferred from the concluding paragraph: some of the language of each text 
indicates that their shared objective is to ‘praise’ Vidic. The candidate also re� ects on the experience of 
reading the texts as enjoyable without considering how each caters for its audience in more speci� c ways.   

On balance this is a limited and basic response. There is a clear attempt to compare the texts with some 
informed understanding of the effects created although the appreciation of voice and linguistic techniques is 
limited overall.

Mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued



Paper 4 – Language Topics

98 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093 

Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued

Examiner comment – grade A

This answer begins with a clear linguistic focus, and the expression is articulate. These qualities are 
maintained throughout, making this a good grade A response.

In the � rst paragraph, the candidate notes that the speakers ‘are of the same peer group’ and that they ‘have 
a common mode of expression’. There is a well-informed reference to theory – Robin Lakoff’s ‘de� ciency’ 
model of female speech is mentioned – but the candidate recognises that there is no real dominance along 
gendered lines. 

Often, candidates working with a prepared agenda can end up commenting on a range of features which 
are not present, and this is usually an unhelpful approach. However, this candidate makes a useful point in 
the second paragraph by noting that there is no evidence of regional dialect and that the speakers use the 
lexis (the vocabulary) of fairly Standard English. The candidate then moves on to make a complex and well-
developed contrasting point about how the grammar is less standard and more typical of young people’s 
speech: the speakers are familiar with each other, able to speak and relate informally. 

The third paragraph reveals the candidate’s ability to use academic language and terminology with a high 
degree of control. A less controlled answer might have included as many linguistic terms but failed to use 
them accurately. This paragraph begins with a linguistically-well-focused account of how the � rst speaker 
behaves (‘Helena initiates the conversation with the opening sequence … introduces a topic and speaks 
without having to elaborate’) and identi� es accurately signi� cant features of the other speakers’ language 
(‘interruptions …short incomplete syntactical constructions … feedback or back-channelling’). All of these 
are supported by brief, relevant quotations from the transcription. The candidate also makes further well-
informed references to opposing theories.

The answer keeps the focus of the question in mind all the time, making frequent reference to ‘the ways 
in which these speakers are using language to share memories and opinions’. There is a wide range of 
discussion. For example, the sixth paragraph covers prosodic features and non-verbal communication: the 
candidate quotes examples of emphatic stress and shared laughter, and shows perceptive understanding of 
how meaning is created co-operatively.

The answer ends with a neat summing-up of some of the most signi� cant features of the transcription, not 
just repeating earlier points but connecting them and showing genuinely discriminating analysis of language.

Overall, this is accomplished work, with no damaging weaknesses. More detailed attention to the dynamic 
shifts of the interaction, as speakers interrupt or overlap each other to modify or clarify utterances, could 
have resulted in an even higher mark.

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued
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Examiner comment – grade C

This answer is written in a clear and simple style. There is some measured analysis, informed by linguistic 
concepts and terminology, and some engagement with the emotional dynamics of the transcribed 
conversation. 

The candidate shows good examination technique by wasting no time on a generalised introduction but 
immediately and correctly identi� es a particular aspect of the speakers’ use of language: ‘they use like 
repeatedly as � llers to think of what to say next’. This is a simple point but it is used to support a more 
developed explanation about how ‘The speakers are possibly in the same level of English since they … do 
not use any advanced vocabulary’.  

Helena is identi� ed, again correctly, as the main speaker. Some helpful comments are made about the 
interruptions, for example that ‘the male students seem to be interrupting in order to agree with a point, 
which is usually seen as a feature of female language’. The answer goes on in the third paragraph to explore 
some differences between the speech styles of the two female speakers, and the candidate quotes details 
to support the points being made.

The candidate draws some inferences and makes some assumptions about the speakers’ possible emotions 
and motivations: ‘to show slight remorse … to interest the listeners … show her eagerness … ‘ This 
approach does not have a strong and consistent linguistic focus, which keeps the answer below the higher 
levels of achievement. However, the explanation of how Vasco ‘says ‘ADVANCED’ to rephrase the word 
‘higher’ in order for all the listeners (to) understand’ is an intelligent insight into how the speakers co-operate 
to create meaning.

The answer ends with a summary of how the transcription shows a ‘reverse’ of the usual pattern of typically 
male and typically female language. Many candidates assume (wrongly) that male speakers will always try 
to be dominant and that female speakers will always be supportive, so this is again thoughtful and measured 
analysis.  

The whole answer reveals grade C skills. The terminology which is used is correct, and there is an 
awareness of relevant linguistic concepts and research � ndings.

For a higher grade, there would need to be a greater range of reference to the transcription and to 
knowledge from wider study.    

Mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E

Candidates are told to ‘refer to speci� c details from the transcription, relating your observations to ideas 
from your wider study’. Some candidates have in mind a list of possible features from their wider study 
which they are keen to mention as soon as possible, and this candidate does so in the � rst paragraph, 
referring to ‘informal language …  colloquialism … tag question … ‘

These features of language use are all correctly identi� ed, but the discussion of their use is not developed. 
For example, ‘Tag question is used to invite feedback or response, Tino used ‘didn’t they?’ after a statement 
and invited the response by Helena ‘yeah its weird’’. A more developed answer would have explored how 
the dys� uency features in Tino’s previous utterance and earlier in this one led up to the tag question, and 
might have suggested that Tino was looking for agreement and support from his friends. 

In the second paragraph the candidate offers a series of explanations of relevant language features. Fillers, 
pauses, repetitions and false starts are quoted, partly to ‘prove’ that the conversation is ‘not scripted’.  The 
idea that the speakers need time to think is put forward several times. Again, this is correct in general terms, 
but a stronger answer would have selected particular examples and explored details of the dynamics of 
interaction between speakers.  

There is some basic analysis of language and some exploration of how the context affects the use of 
language. In the third paragraph, the candidate explains that ‘details such as the time ‘other day’ and 
adjectives ‘old’ … provide relatable details, engaging the audience’. The answer does not lose its focus on 
the main point of the question, which was to Discuss the ways in which these speakers are using language 
to share memories and opinions: the candidate refers to these aspects throughout the third, fourth and � fth 
paragraphs. 

The candidate is aware that the speakers are expressing emotions as well as opinions, and in the � nal 
paragraph shows some understanding of how features of spoken language are used to convey meaning. 

Overall, the answer gets close to grade D, but it lacks any explicit reference to wider concepts from the 
study of spoken language or to relevant research. For example, the � nal sentence in the � rst paragraph picks 
up how the short form ‘uni’ is used instead of ‘university’. A more developed answer might have explained 
that this is the concept known as ‘clipping’, and that it is not just ‘another informal way of speaking’ but a 
feature of group language, where the speakers share a level of knowledge and understanding so can use 
non-standard forms of language without having to explain.   

This is basic analysis, with occasional signs of an attempt to develop explanations.

Mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Question 2
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Examiner comment – grade A

This is a con� dent, well-informed and clearly-expressed answer. 

The candidate begins with some quantitative information: ‘Over one quarter of the world’s population are 
� uent or competent in English, and English is the most taught as a foreign language, so those numbers are 
sure to rise’. There is no need in this paper to come prepared with highly-detailed statistics, and candidates 
should be careful not to weigh an answer down with too many � gures. But this simple statistic is used to 
introduce a very neat summary of the issues presented in the passage, linked to the candidate’s secure 
wider knowledge of the topic. 

The answer goes on to select and quote individual points from the extract, and to expand and develop them 
in the light of what has been learned in wider study of the topic ‘English as a Global Language’. For example, 
halfway through the second paragraph the candidate notes how the author of the extract has raised the 
issue of ‘foreign-produced textbooks’, and connects this to the speci� c instance of the Kenyan author Ngũgı̃ 
wa Thiong’o. 

A similar approach is taken in the third paragraph, where a complex synthesis of ideas is achieved. The issue 
of ‘class implications’ is identi� ed and explained, with brief reference to a well-known comment made by 
David Crystal on economic factors related to the spread of English; and this is skilfully linked to the rise in 
use of the internet. A simple point from the candidate’s personal experience – ‘my grandparents own one 
mobile phone between them … and I have to read and clear their messages and call log’ – connects the 
digital divide with the generation divide.

In the fourth paragraph, the candidate turns to the issue of ‘whether making English an of� cial language 
will replace the existing local languages’. The point is well developed by a neat summary of the concern as 
expressed in the extract, followed by a clear explanation of a parallel situation, from the candidate’s wider 
study, in another country. Again there is apt use of statistical information: ‘There are 6000 languages living 
today, and estimates say 50% of them will be dead by the next century.’

This candidate has suf� cient control over expression to be able to switch effectively to a more colloquial 
and personal style in the last 20 lines of the answer. Bilingualism or multi-lingualism are described as having 
‘become a hot commodity’, and the personal opinion expressed in the � nal paragraph is not mere assertion, 
but a reasoned and balanced summing-up of the informed discussion in the body of the answer.

Sharper, more developed discussion of relevant (and/or opposing) theories and concepts might have 
produced an even higher mark, but this is still detailed and perceptive work, securely in grade A.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Example candidate response – grade C continued

Examiner comment – grade C

Most responses to this question on ‘English as a Global Language’ adopted a discursive approach, 
identifying relevant issues from the given extract and linking these to ideas gathered from wider study of the 
topic. As a result, they were often short of speci� c examples of language use which would allow them to 
show their skills of linguistic analysis. This particular answer, however, examines the language of the extract 
in some detail.

The answer begins with a description of the extract as ‘a scripted written article’. (Perhaps the candidate 
has been encouraged to pay particular attention to the differences between planned and spontaneous or 
partly-planned texts.) Although as an opening sentence this is not very helpful, the rest of the � rst paragraph 
usefully summarises the content of the extract and comments on the style and tone in which it is written. 

The candidate adds to the last sentence of this � rst paragraph the idea that Nepal is a ‘norm-developing 
country’, but unfortunately does not expand on or explain this concept. A better answer might have gone 
on to discuss Braj Kachru’s ‘Three-Circles’ model of World Englishes and to connect this theory to speci� c 
examples of countries which are norm-providing, norm-developing and norm-dependent. 

This answer is not very similar to the responses of most candidates to this question. There is more attention 
here to the linguistic details of the extract than in many answers. For example, in the second paragraph the 
candidate applies some very well-focused analysis to the language used by the author to convey opinion, 
both explicit and implied. ‘The introduction also illustrates the importance of how much Nepal relies on 
English by the listing communication, media, education, tourism, suggesting that if English was not to 
be recognised then the link would disappear and the sectors would crumble.’ As well as identifying the 
technique of listing, the candidate also notices the individual lexical choices of ‘creeping’ and ‘subtle’, and 
tries to explain their effect. 

The third paragraph continues this focus on individual lexical choices, and identi� es the words ‘pedagogy’ 
and ‘vernacular’ as ‘technical jargon’. The candidate manages here and in the next paragraph to combine 
attention to the language and style of the extract with attention to the content. However, the emphasis 
on analysis of the author’s style begins to detract from the argument in the � fth paragraph, and the points 
about language-planning policies are not clear.

Paragraphs six, seven, eight and nine all contain explanations of the effect of particular details of language in 
the extract. The candidate identi� es ‘questioning and almost uncertainty’ in the third section of the extract, 
and quite rightly suggests that this tone is created by the use of ‘If … Why … I am not sure … ‘, though 
these are aspects of grammar and syntax rather than what the candidate calls a ‘semantic � eld’. 

The � nal paragraph mentions another relevant issue from the syllabus – language death – but does not go 
further than repeating the idea that the spread of English might either be bene� cial or harmful.
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Overall, this answer demonstrates some insightful (grade B) analysis of the language of the extract, but 
brings in very little from wider study. On balance, therefore, there is just enough understanding of the 
issues for grade C. An answer which combined this level of attention to language with equally pro� cient and 
informed reference to wider study and theory would achieve grade B or possibly grade A.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade E

This candidate tries very hard to write in a suitably academic style, and to link examples and details from the 
given extract with what has been learned from wider study of the topic ‘English as a Global Language’.

This answer is partly structured by the posing of a question at the start of a paragraph, followed by some 
exploration of the ideas in that question. For example, the second paragraph begins with two questions, and 
the candidate answers these partly by quoting and partly by paraphrasing points made by the writer of the 
extract.  

A similar pattern is followed in the third paragraph. There is some balance in the discussion as the candidate 
puts forward the cases for Nepal choosing American English or British English as its of� cial language. 
However, there is little linguistic analysis, and the only speci� c examples offered from wider study are the 
Latin phrases et cetera and carpe diem which are quoted as instances of expressions from other languages 
which having been incorporated into English. A more developed answer might have drawn parallels between 
the spread of Latin many centuries ago and the spread of English now. 

The candidate is able to identify issues from the extract which are relevant to the topic of ‘English as a 
Global Language’. However, when the discussion moves on at the bottom of the second page to the 
question of whether a country needs its own language in order to preserve its identity, the linguistic focus of 
the answer is lost. The � nal page of the answer turns into a very well-intentioned plea for the human race to 
unite in sharing a common language, but there is no linguistic analysis here at all.

Overall, the candidate is not quite in control of lexis, syntax and register. Expression is mostly clear but 
the style is assertive rather than exploratory or analytical. This is basic grade E work, slipping at times into 
Band 6.  

Mark awarded = 7 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade A



Paper 4 – Language Topics

127 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093

Example candidate response – grade A continued



Paper 4 – Language Topics

128 Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093 

Example candidate response – grade A continued
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Examiner comment – grade A

As it does with Topic B – ‘English as a Global Language’ – the syllabus lists ‘Relevant Areas for Study’ for 
‘Topic C: Language acquisition by children and teenagers’. Candidates have to resist the temptation simply 
to use this list as the only agenda for the question, and to write all they know about the topic. They must 
focus on the linguistic data they are given (in this case, a transcription of conversation between a mother 
and her � ve year old daughter Rhana) and stick closely to the question (to ’discuss ways in which the 
speakers use language to interact with each other and to share what they see on their walk’).

This candidate begins by summarising the contrasting ways in which the two speakers behave in their 
speech: ‘The mother often prompts Rhana and helps to guide her understanding of what is happening, 
whereas Rhana is inquisitive.’ 

The second and third paragraphs then mostly follow the progress of the � rst ten lines of the interaction. 
The candidate notes that the mother begins by asking Rhana a question, then gives a very well-developed 
explanation of how this works to help the � ve year old. The discussion of Rhana’s reply shows excellent 
practical knowledge of Piaget’s theory of child language acquisition (CLA). 

Less assured answers tend to offer simpli� ed explanations of the theories of Piaget or Skinner or Chomsky 
(or other CLA theorists) without linking these closely to the evidence in the transcription. This candidate 
uses ideas from both Piaget and Skinner to illuminate comments on Rhana’s speech, then goes on to 
integrate an explanation of how the mother uses the prosodic feature of increased volume to aid Rhana’s 
understanding. 

The next � ve paragraphs each begin with a particular feature of language which is signi� cant in the 
interaction. In turn, the candidate discusses paralinguistic features, prosodic features, the relationship 
between the speakers, Rhana’s developmental stage and turn-taking. All of the discussion reveals 
discriminating analysis of how language is used. The candidate explains each feature clearly in general, 
conceptual terms, then moves on to discuss in detail speci� c examples from the transcription. Here, for 
instance, is the explanation from the seventh paragraph of the telegraphic stage of language acquisition: 
‘The telegraphic stage makes correct use of syntax yet lacks some grammatical features.’ This is followed 
by a brief example showing exactly how a particular utterance of Rhana’s lacked a particular grammatical 
feature.

Overall this is a balanced and articulate discussion, well-informed by relevant linguistic concepts and 
terminology. The answer is well organised: the candidate covers a range of features, following what might 
well be a prepared agenda, but responding to what is important in the transcription rather than simply 
discussing features of language acquisition in general terms. 

The work is securely a grade A. At times the linguistic analysis might have been sharper still – for example, 
by developing the instance quoted from the seventh paragraph even further, and explaining that the 
grammatical item (‘that’) missing from Rhana’s utterance ‘theres doggies live here’ is a relative pronoun.  

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade C

This particular answer begins with a clear focus on the task and the transcription. The � rst paragraph is 
helpfully short, summing up some simple but signi� cant features of the interaction between mother and 
daughter. The second paragraph focuses on speci� c details of language and reveals accurate knowledge of 
grammar, intonation and pragmatics.

The candidate moves into a longer-than-necessary explanation of a piece of research by Bard and Sachs. 
The research is explained very well and clearly, but it is not possible to link it closely to the discussion of 
Rhana’s language in the transcription, so it is not a helpful approach here. 

The candidate gets back on track at the end of the second paragraph by commenting (as in the grade A 
example above) on Rhana’s utterance ‘theres doggies live here’, though the explanation is less succinct and 
clear than the one in the grade A response.

The whole of the third paragraph shows sustained grade C skills of measured analysis.  The candidate 
provides a developed discussion of Rhana’s speech and her mother’s ways of helping her in the � rst 
eight lines of the interaction. This discussion covers a range of features of language (including intonation, 
repetition and substitution) with terminology used correctly. Helpful reference to Skinner’s ideas of positive 
and negative reinforcement follow in the fourth paragraph, and the ‘GOFF course’ example from lines 1 
to 6 is used again to illustrate Piaget’s idea that ‘children have a wider understanding beyond their speech 
capabilities’. 

The brief � nal paragraph neatly sums up several of the most signi� cant features of the interaction. This is a 
useful technique: some candidates write very long concluding paragraphs which unhelpfully repeat all the 
points in the body of the answer, and gain no credit for doing so.

Overall, the skills in this answer are close to grade B, but the range of points covered is relatively narrow, 
with most attention paid to the � rst eight lines of the transcription, and much less engagement with speci� c 
details from the middle and end of the interaction. On balance, then, this is grade C work.

Mark awarded = 17 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade E

The candidate spends the � rst ten lines of the answer summarising in general ways how the two speakers 
behave towards each other. Control of expression is not consistent, and there are mistakes in vocabulary 
and sequence of tenses; but the examiner can mostly understand the simple points being made. There are 
references to relevant concepts and features (‘rising intonation … positive reinforcement’) but no examples 
are quoted so no analysis can take place. 

The answer is not helpfully organised. There are no clear paragraphs: points are not developed. The 
candidate moves, for example, from mentioning the mother’s use of ‘easy language’ to asserting that the 
daughter ‘repeats words to think and con� rm about her ideas’ – but not quoting any examples of any of 
these features.

It is unlikely that the answer was planned in any way, and the standard is often below grade E – limited and 
unfocused work. Yet this candidate does have some linguistic knowledge, some awareness that there are 
features of language acquisition to be commented on, and some (very basic) appreciation of what the task 
requires.

Good answers usually do more than simply working their way line-by-line through the material. However, 
a candidate who � nds it dif� cult to plan and organise an answer might be well-advised to try a line-by-line 
approach rather than to offer a response which lacks any organisation.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 25
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