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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A
Level Computer Science (9608), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question
Mark scheme

4

Example candidate
response

2

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their marks.

This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help
teachers assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme.
Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple
choice, have therefore been omitted.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE
-ation hub

4 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science, candidates may choose:

s iotake Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International

A Level

s to follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 ifor the AS Level qualification) in one
series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the full Cambridge International A Level in a later series

» to take Papers 1 and 2 only {for the AS Level qualification).

Components

All candidates take

Paper 1 Theory Fundamentals
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of questions.

75 marks

Externally assessed 1 hour 30 minutes

We:ghtmg l%j

50

A

25

Paper 2 Fundamental Problem-solving and Programming Skills
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

Topics will include those given in the pre-release material.’

75 marks

Externally assessed 2 hours

50

25

Paper 2 Advanced Theory

This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

75 marks

Externally assessed 1 hour 30 minutes

25

Paper 4 Further Problem-solving and Programming Skills

This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

Topics will include those given in the pre-release material.’

75 marks

Externally assessad 2 hours

25

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) forms 50% of the assessment weighting of the full Advanced (A) Lavel.

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and

Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

=)
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Paper 2

Paper 2 - Fundamental Problem-solving and Programming

Skills

Question 1

Throughout the paper you will be asked to write either pseudocode or program code.

Complete the statement to indicate which high-level programming language you will use.

Programming [BNGUATE .....cee e e e ettt e e e e e e e s e sr e e s e s e s e e e e ee s ees s sa s ers s senssenseesenssnn sen e sanssnen

1 A marathon runner records their time for a race in hours, minutes and seconds.

An algorithm is shown below in structured English.

INPUT race time as hours, minutes and seconds
CALCULATE race time in seconds
STORE race time in seconds

OUTPUT race time in seconds

(a) The identifier table needs to show the variables required to write a program for this algorithm.

Complete the table.

Identifier

Data type

Description

RaceHours

INTEGER

The hours part of the race time.

(b) Before the program is written, the design is amended.

3]

The new design includes input of the runner's current personal best marathon time (in

seconds).

The output will now also show one of the following messages:

= “Personal best time is unchanged®

*  “New personal best time”

=  “Equals personal best time”

(i) Show the additional variable needed for the new design.

Identifier

Data type

Description

=/
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Paper 2
Question 1, continued

(ii)) Write program code for the new design.
Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration statements for variables.

Python: You should show a comment statement for each variable used with its data type.

Programming JANGUAGE .. ...ttt e e e e s e er e e e ee s eeeer e eeseeses s s s s en s e s e s s sen sennne

7
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Paper 2
Question 1, continued

(c) The program code will be tested using white-box testing.

(i) Explain what is meant by white-box testing.

-[2]
(ii) Complete the table heading.
Complete Test Number 1.
Add the data for Test Number 2 and Test Number 3.
Input values Output
Test Race Race Race Total time
number | hours | minutes | seconds (seconds) Message
1 3 4 13 11053 11053
2 11053
3 11053
[6]
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=/

PAST PAPERS
INSIDE

oooooooooooo



Mark scheme

1

(a)

(b)

(c) (i)

(i)

Paper 2

Identifier Data Type Description
RaceHours INTEGER The hours part of the race time
RaceMinutes | INTEGER the minute part of the race time

RaceSeconds

INTEGER // REAL

the seconds part of the race time

RaceTime

INTEGER // REAL

the race time in seconds

3 x (meaningful name + data type)

(i)

[3]

Identifier

Data Type

Description

PersonalBestTime

INTEGER/REAL | Personal best time in seconds

meaningful name + data type

(ii) Mark as follows:

(1]

Declarations/comments for variables — at least 2

Input (+ prompts) for hours, minutes, seconds

Input (+ prompt) of personal best time

Correct calculation of RaceTimeInSeconds (don't allow use of %’ for ™')
Output RaceTimeInSeconds
Correct logic and output message for < personal best

= Correct logic and output message for > personal best
» Cormrect logic and output message for = personal best [max 7]

e Choosing data/values...
e Test every possible ‘logic path’ through the code
/I with knowledge of the structure/code

Ignore any reference to normal/boundary/extreme ... 2]

s PersconalBest column labelled
e Test number 1 message: “Equals personal best time"/or similar
o Test 2/Test 3 — data for better performance ...

Described with suitable message
o Test 2/Test 3 — data for worse performance ...
e Described with suitable message

[6]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high

Throughout the paper you will be asked to write either pseudocode or program code,

Complete the statement to indicate which high-level programming language you will use.

Programming language \H&"‘LWRLTQKBLL -

1 A marathon runner records thelr time for a race in hours, minutes and seconds.

An algorithm is shown below in structured English.

INPUT race time as hours, minutes and seconds
CALCULATE race time in seconds
STORE race time in seconds
OUTPUT race time in seconds

{a) The identifier table needs to show the variables required to write a program for this algorithm.

Compleie the table.

Identifier Data type Description
RaceHours INTEGER The hours part of the race time.
. T . cLg
Race Wrvwkey | Dnbe 6,2 e wivabe) eadk h\’n he

e QGCWxﬁsij

’IL«.}&"‘\. y

e, Te ey Pat by ‘”j'n"-'!ri.'-'"‘:ﬂ

r{?}ki—gt Vel

tm}c&xe—#

TGM iﬂm e Seds

(b) Before the program is written, the design is amended.

[3]

The new design includes input of the runners current personal best marathon fime (in

secands).

The output will now also show one of the following messages:

+  "Personal best time is unchanged®
+  “New personal best time”

+  “Enuals parsonal best time”

{iY Show the additional variable needed for the new design.

Identifier

Data type

Description

Cuy radr‘@&slr

Tv&@f—r

%M S8 vl Y ?&

=/
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — high, continued

(ii) Write program code for the new design.
Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration statements for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for each variable used with its data type.

Programming language .. %WL“ W'Lﬁxi B eee et e oo ee e ee oo ee e te et e ser e rester
DLM E%Mw Tm\.:wl. e O
DLMﬁcaaeiamwbou&Ldeaﬁw
DML CutendBesde as Todeqed .
Loosele.ddomte T owt.... Auaners. .. \nc:.mfsﬂ ....................
K;;m%.ﬁcwur-(fcmml@,{lﬂah\ﬂﬁf_\
Lamsoledniote (I Tapsh. . Rnn ager, 08 u’\%eafl
J@M@Mtﬂ‘-‘uﬁﬁ) =..Losashe.. a.Y\Eﬁ—El ‘““‘“&L)
Corsol i s ke (Toot
Race Seondt.=. Coniole. Qerag_g Lol .
L’E’{"\AI_LM - .(?&L&-E'L:Mx; E. 3?.'{2?{;?.] *"L{z‘@"—'ﬁ*i“a\—'l‘ﬂ
LT e0) . BawSecondy) .
Comsleaiiie = T 0wk Coxsend. Sestnsh besk .'f'.“.}..
C--erem}r "Bm”f Losde . Readlisel ).

CLewsde Wi e s (e dolh Aind aa) «ﬁ,ﬁ WTWX
E Leaxenk, %E&'\E Tl Tine

......................................................................

’er %

CLowsele Wite, [ Ffestrralee 22
Gfm Al Cuees A Lask o ia-%ui\L’tm wam
Lﬂ“ﬂ;:\e...ulﬁt 5P€ﬁM@Eﬁ‘]nv-ci

------------------------------------------------------

Bl LJ:'
ek
T
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — high, continued

{c) The program code will be tested using white-box testing.

(i) Explain what is meant by white-box testing.

X 15\~)MZM Ji’l:& e KESNECS. “Qm)ﬂ\&, .......
{ﬁa»l.m C. t‘iﬁ?t @W Ak z/(ﬁ;’ﬁ‘.@(ic 9“4“31 ..... Q.M........[E]

¥l et

{ii} Complete the table heading.
Complete Test Mumber 1.
Add the data for Test Number 2 and Test Number 3,

Input values : Output
Test Race Race Race Total time
number | hours | minutes | seconds GMTE‘")"TSQ& {seconds) Message

1 3 4 13 11053 11053 |Cqruads gocssnd, B
Pasoveel Gath Al -

2 .-—,:) LJ’l 'k ED 11058 I\DSJE e ”
Has el rah §

3 |3 |4 ! 103 | gy [N Y test

[6]

Examiner comment — high

In parts (a) and (b)(i) the candidate has correctly identified from the given algorithm the variables needed.

In part (b)(ii) candidates must write the name of the programming language which is to be used; that is,
either Visual Basic.NET, Python or Pascal. The candidate here has written that the code will be contained in
the procedure sub_Main. This information is for the benefit of the marker. The candidate has followed the
instructions given and started the coding with the declaration of the variables to be used. The code follows
exactly the order of statements in the given algorithm. The input of the three numbers, the calculation of the
total time in seconds and the final input of the personal best are all correctly coded. However, the logic for
the final stage of the program is incorrect. The candidate should realise that if the new time is greater than
the current personal best then the personal best will remain unchanged. However, the candidate’s logic for
an equal time is correct and so scores one of the available three marks.

This is a clear answer for part (c)(i). The two key points looked for in the answer are firstly — that the
programmer will need to have a detailed knowledge of the program code. Secondly — the programmer will
need to carefully choose data values designed to test the various paths through the code.

This clear thinking is put into practice for the final part (ii). The candidate has selected one time which is
greater that the current personal best and one which is less. The numeric time values are complemented
which a clear descriptive message.

3/3
() 1/1, (ii) 5/7
(i) 2/2, (ii) 6/6

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded 17 out of 19

12 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle
Throughout the paper you will be asked to write either pseudocode or program code.
Complete the statement to indicate which high-level programming language you will use.

Programming language "5“‘;’“"1 M\ C:

...........................................................................................................................

1 A marathon runner records their time for a race in hours, m‘mutsé and seconds,
An algorithm is shown below in structured English.

INPUT race time as hours, minutes and seconds
CALCULATE race time in seconds

STORE race time in seconds

QUTPUT race time in seconds

(a) The identifier table needs to show the variables required to write a program for this algorithm.

Complete the table.

Identifier Data type Description
RaceHours _ INTEGER _ The hours part of the race time.
Rocee minees wIe grox paiualues e Ve

Yee Seconchh W e syen N econd, ?‘”"J\“W
s Vo kel Tume Sewd| nfasex T Uine o e .

I [3]
(b) Before the program is written, the design is amended.

The new design includes input of the runper's current personal best marathon time (in
seconds).

The output will now also show ona of the following messages:

*  “Personal best time is unchanged”
«  “New personal best time”

*  "Equals personal best time”

(iy Show the additional variable needed for the new design.'

Identifier Data type Description
K Rehwme % iwta.le.r Dexy 1o Qe ool
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle, continued

(i) Write program mde for the new design. .
Visual-Basic and F’ascaf You should'include the dec.fara!.ton stat‘ement& for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for eagﬁ variable used with its dafa type.

ngrammlng language 1‘%\-\5\}\ %Mlﬁ

................................................................ P R T T T R e e ]

SuhMein O .
Crmf;odi.e, u.:-w.k'&ﬁ_me s AWF\LM%%\*“"’V&%X
CQ'-’\%Q\.*E, m‘-\h CHB(\TM Hmurﬁ.

-’r 'E,am.%e.@wﬁ

Lonaede. wﬂnmfw Custond Best Ve mg&m] B
_Besthime = Console . Rood Yine , .

‘I& Res{time = Tu’cc.l’(weae.m&s ﬂ\m

Censole . L-.»:m\»e_Lme_ CE’C\PA f’e«smﬁ ﬁéﬂi—wm\

\@w‘ﬁtt% i?m’t’tm 4T@:Mk~we%acords e

o CoossMe ool B e Lime ot
............ Qse it ..B%ﬁimf-..‘z., Tkl Rne seconds then.

"""""""" G - 68 e Gine ("W Poddiecd osiime hﬁf

Q_)Ixcxi% ‘-‘“;)

and S
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

(e} The program codé will be tested using white-box testing.

(I} Explain what is meant by white-box testing.

u,du\\'\eﬁkk TMT‘F\

(i} Complete thetable heading.
Complste Test Number 1. i
Add the data for Test Number 2 and Test Number 3.

e C_@dfl_ o pru}fmr

Paper 2

Db

2]

Input values Output ?
Test | Race | Race Race | A Perviswh | Total time
number | hours | minutes | seconds %esSUTE | (seconds) Message _
1 3 | 4 13 11053 11053 | Pergonal BestIivee wedves s
2 3 W | 3 11053 NOTT [amomel Bartiivne pedredate
3 3w v 11053 L1073 | fersevalbestivmeyrdiege

Examiner comment — middle

8]

In parts (a) and (b)(i) the candidate has followed the given algorithm and used appropriate identifier names.

The program code in part (b)(ii) has gained the maximum seven marks. The candidate has done as
instructed and stated the language used before the first line of code. The candidate has used brackets,
which are not required for the calculation of the TotalTimeSeconds variable, but the mark is still awarded
for this statement. The logic for the final IF statement is correct.

In part (c)(i) the candidate is suggesting that white-box testing is the same as a dry-run trace away from the
computer. Candidates should appreciate that knowledge of the code is required and test data must be
carefully selected. This selection of data is then required in practice for the final part (c)(ii). The candidate
has incorrectly repeated the same values.

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded

3/3

() 111, (i) 7/7
(i) 0/2, (i) 2/6

13 out of 17

=)
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low

Throughout the paper you will be asked to write either pseudocode or program code.

Complets the statement o indicate which high-level programming language you will use.

w-wwi gq.m‘-

Programming language ..

1 A marathon runner records their time for a race in hours, minutes and seconds.

LS
"\,’:\ﬂﬂ‘-%‘ =
An glgorithm is shown balow in structured English.

INFUT race time as hours, minutes and seconds
CALCULATE race fime in seconds

STORE race time in seconds

CUTPUT race time in saconds

{a) The identifier table neads to show the variables required o write a program for this algc:-r'lthrﬁ.

Complete the table._
Identifier Data type - Description
RaccHours INTEGER The hours part of the race time.
R mu&ﬂ'tw"-"ﬂ; | NTEGER “The -Giniafes porﬁf—otﬂ?‘ﬁz.- twcz. e
R ot ce Seconds NTEGER The seconce Fﬂr‘f‘ of b e fgr

R PeconnlBest Tove-  IVIEGER ﬂe.mmz::? mmﬁ Tat die 1

(b) Before the program is written, the design is amended.

The new design includes input of the runner's current personal best marathan time (in
seconds).

The oulput will now alzo show one of the following messages:

e

+«  "Personal best lime is unchanged”
. “New personal best timg"

«  “Equals personal best time"

{I) Show the additional variable needed for the new design.

Identifier ~ Datatype Description

ﬁ\ﬁ_ﬁs—ﬁ{)‘i"ﬁ”&f_ i n[‘bﬂ?f— ﬂw_ sLofL{ﬂ"-im m.ﬂp la}.:J L-J 'Ht, a2l

(1]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low, continued
{ii) Write program code for the new design
Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration statemenis for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for each vaniable used with its data type.

b

Frogramming language ..

Bt 55d Cod Cofoulads Clik ()
Do RM, RS, RE Wsasflr, /?i»fw

.-"I'x'?‘r‘ ﬁqr&iﬂma&? /é‘)@‘—

H

RS = Tt Rongmeoih, ot

...,.ﬁ”f = Tt Rnchoscs feit
= Tetbuom{Bet- Tong fo-

T#ﬁfm’g“*’?méﬂ“

RjE=/F BBLRT 4 o
ﬁé}(( /%m f&wn@z ge.f?* vf%‘p

,Jﬁ_" RR =g7T #M

Mooy (Eyenle paonad. Mﬂm )

52‘ REORT. Hew..
. ﬂé ‘{‘P)f (- Fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂz émiv(mﬁ s uﬂa{e@ﬂf/;)

ll'll"l"i"'i-I‘ii‘ll'il-lil----lii‘il--;-i---II---I-II--I-IHI-IlI-!I!!I-Hl!I-l!-!ll‘lll-H--!llll-!llIIl“illli'IIl'ltilliitlllh!idlllll.l.!lllll.uJ.lllu._Jllllll.l.lll
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low, continued

(e) The program code will be tested using white-box testing.

(iy Explain what is meant by white-box testing.

WhA bl ) & an i dipll. o s ot qretlyses o frkrnat:

cssamasssnnnminn Praksnnrmsrnannerrraanreran furanrmrrnnr e e s R R R b mm g e b b m g b e d g a b S SErEmrmimanninn

ﬁﬂwﬂ“"ﬂv"é 0P, . #J‘P"{*‘k Aol oty *MW“’” fest- Hhe
peggcain T gve: Wayfﬂmlé noult _,ég,%? 57-5 ...............
(i) Complete the table heading.

Complete Test Number 1.
Add the data for Test Number 2 and Test Number 3.

Input values Qutput
Test | Race | Race Race | Femoval 4ed Total time
number | hours | minutes | seconds | .Z2sene....... (seconds) Message
1 3 4 13 11053 1053 | Roondllool-fivre yrokagl
2 3 ¢ (3 11053 | 1083 | Zgantspesont foit it
3 2 | to 0 11053 7200 |/lfuo pecsont. est-fine

[€]

Examiner comment — low

The candidate seems to have confused the current total time with the personal best time. The choice of the
third variable for part (a)(i) should match closely to the algorithm given in the question rubric.

For the program code in part (b)(ii) although the candidate has stated this is ‘Visual Basic/, it is clearly code
that would have been written in the Visual Basic forms-based environment. The syllabus guideline states
that if the chosen language is Visual Basic, this must use console mode. Also the variables used for the
code do not match with those asked for in the identifier tables for the earlier parts (a) and (b)(i). Candidates
should be encouraged the see the question as a whole and look for a progression which was the intention
here.

The examiner has given the candidate the benefit of any doubt and assumed that the candidates’ intention is
for RT to store the ‘current race time’ and RB to store the ‘race best time’ i.e. the personal best time. The
final statements demonstrate the correct logic and so gain credit.

In part (c)(i) the explanation for white-box testing gains one of the available two marks. The concept of the
need for test data is present.

For the final test data table in part (c)(ii), the candidate correctly shows a set of data values which give a new
personal best time with a suitable commentary. However, the other data set is for another time which equals
the current personal best and this test case is already given in the table.

213
(i) 1/1, (ii) 4/7
(i) 1/2, (ii) 3/6

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded = 11 out of 17

@ PAST PAPERS
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Paper 2

Question 2

2 A program displays a menu with choices 1 to 4. The code to display the menu is written as the
procedure DisplayMenu.

(a) Pseudocode which uses this procedure is:
CALL DisplayMenu
REPEAT
OUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INPUT Choice
UNTIL Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4

(i) Describe what this pseudocode will do.

..[3]

(ii) State why a loop is required.

1]
(b) The following pseudocode is a revised design.

CONSTANT i + 3
CALL DisplayMenu
NoOfAttempts +« 0
REPEAT
QUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INPUT Choice
NoOfAttempts « NoOfAttempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

(i) Give the maximum number of inputs the user could be prompted to make.

[1]

(ii) State why this algorithm is an improvement on the one given in part (a).

1]

@ PAST PAPERS
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Paper 2
Question 2, continued
(c) The pseudocode is in its initial stage of development.

The table below shows the action currently taken by the pseudocode following each menu

choice.
Menu Description Program response

choice P 9 P

’ Read data from the Calls a procedure ReadFile which for testing
customer file purposes outputs the message “Read file code”

2 Add a customer Outputs message “Add customer code”
3 Search for a customer | Outputs message “Search customer code”
4 Terminates the program | Ends

Complete the pseudocode for the design in part (b), shown again below, to respond to each
menu choice.

CONSTANT i + 3
CALL DisplayMenu
NoOfAttempts « 0
REPEAT
OUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INPUT Choice
NoOfAttempts + NoOfAttempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice >= 1 BAND Choice <= 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

..[3]

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE
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Paper 2
Question 2, continued

(d) The algorithm in part (¢) is to be amended. The program will:
«  repeatedly display the menu and respond to the user’s choice
+  terminate when the user enters 4
Write program code for this final design which will be made up of:

¢ the main program
*  procedure ReadFile
¢« procedure DisplayMenu

Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration statements for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for each variable used with its data type.

Programming [ANGUAGE ...t r e st b s s s s e s s s sb s srn s an e s besen s e s e

...[81
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Paper 2

Mark scheme

2 (a) (i) Displays the menu (choices)
Repeats the prompt and input ...
...the input is a number between 1 and 4 // Checks number is between 1 and 4

"within range" is not enough [3]

(ii) ...the input number is validated 11

(b) (i) 3 (1]
(ii) Previous design repeated indefinitely // (new design) limits number of attempts

Penalise "Program terminates/closes” 11

(¢) IF Choice = 1 THEN (CALL) ReadFile (1)
IF Choice = 2 THEN OUTFUT "Add Customer code" (1)
IF Choice = 3 THEN QUTFUT "Search Customer code" (1)
IF Choice = 4 THEN END (1)

alternative answer:

mark as follows:

CASE OF Choice [/ Select CASE Choice 1 mark

1: (CALL) ReadFile 1 mark (allow CASE = 1)

2: QUTPUT "Add Customer code" 1 mark

3: QUTPUT "Search Customer code" 1 mark

4: END

ENDCASE

Qutput strings must match [max 3]

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE
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Paper 2
Mark scheme, continued

(d) Mark as follows:
e Choice / NoOfAttempts declared/commented as integer
Must appear within the 'main' program
Allow: different identifier names

e Constant i assigned a value 3

« Thereis an ‘outer’ loop to repeatedly display the menu

 |Input ‘choice’ variable

e Three IF statements (or equivalent) for processing menu choices 1, 2 and 3
Note: they must be correctly formed as ‘nested’ or ‘independent’

e Choice 1 calls procedure EeadFile

e Choice 2 outputs “Add Customer Code”
+ Choice 3 outputs “Search Customer Code”

e  Quter loop terminates correctly with ‘Choice =4 /lor equivalent
e Procedure DisplayMenu shows the four menu options

o Procedure ReadFileis present...
and contains a single output message ‘Read file code’ [max 8]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high

2 A program displays a menu with cheices 1 o 4. The code to display the menu iz written as the
procedure DisplayMenu.

(a) Psesudocode which uses this procedure is:
CALL DisplayMenu
REPEAT
CUTPUT "Enter choice (1l..4)"
INPUT Choice
UNTIL Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4

(i) Describe what this paeudnmda will do.

Sillfod ot T pracden B iy How,
P.... Iﬂﬂﬁ{i.ﬁ. k&?&lf ﬂvﬁvﬂ ol

*E?ff"‘k ........................................................... bbbt s versiniann wee[3]

(i) State why a loop is required.
e ke aihe. Zymfyj Ho. s v, M%;b
A M ?’ﬂn eeneeseessssssssmss s sssenssessssnssssssseeesssa 1]

(b) The following pseudocode is a revised design.

COHSTANT i + 3
CALL DPisplayMenu
HoOfAttempts <« 0 ..
REPEAT
QUTPUT "Enter choice (1..43)"
INPUT Choice
- NoOfAttempts + HoOfAttempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice »>= 1 AND Choice <= 4) OR HoOfAttempts = i

(i) Give the maximum number of inputs the user could be prompted to make.

(i) State why this algorithm is an improvement on the one given in part (a).
_____ i adled . HMA}‘Q’ bl mwﬁmg% e
T, W;mmﬁgﬁw«u}&»x Toa..... 1]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

{c) The pseudneode is in its initial stage of development.

The table below shows the action currently taken by the pseudocode following each menu

choice,
MB?" Description Program m#pnnsa

choice _ _

] Read data fram the Galls a procedure ReadFile which for testing
customer file | purposas outputs the message “Read file codeg”

2 Add a customer Ouiputs message "Add customer code”
3 Search for a customer | Quiputs message “Search customer code™
4 Terminates the program | Ends

Complete the pseudocode for the design in part (b), shown again l::eluw, raspand to each
menu choice. \

CONSTANT i + 3
CALL DisplayMenu
NoOfAttempts + 0
REPEAT
OUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INPUT Choice
HoOfhattempts + NoOfattempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

B S
20000 Ad) Colmer f-ﬂtL”
o O S bl

........... . RENRE. R £ ﬂv‘rﬂv“?eaﬂ,miﬂﬁm
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high, continued
(d) The algorithm in part {c) is to be amended. The program will;

* repeatedly display the menu and respond to the user’s choice
* lerminate when the user enters 4

Write program eode for this final design which will be made up of:

* ihe main program
*  procedure ReadFile
= procedure DisplayMenu

Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration staternents for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for each variable used with its data type.

Programming language .4\, ..
o dep. Displos Moo (. 1
Ef - M P,,.,fu]..,w Mﬁm Mz:,,,,/:; d
i Lus Bl o "
2 S ,@Mﬂw
mﬁ Yuer ond

M@ P
ke, TR p.ﬁg Hewl).... "-"III.II.IIIIZIIIIII'ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ.iﬁﬂﬁﬁj -
q"mfdﬂqa O

;Am nf(row- e (* "9) Choin o cn, SO

a3

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

@féf Qo e O

...................................................................................................................................................
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — high

In part (a)(i) the intention here was a description of what the code would appear to do for the user. Hence
the first mark point is for describing that the list of menu choice will be displayed to the user. This is very
different from an answer which simply repeats the pseudocode ‘it calls DisplayMenu”. Other key mark points
are that the user sees a prompt and the program waits for an input from the user. The program will again
prompt the user until the value entered is 1, 2, 3 or 4.

In part (a)(ii) the intention in the design is that the loop is there to perform validation of the user input. Many
candidates — including this answer — used the words ‘invalid’ or ‘valid’ with a suitable explanation and gained
credit.

Part (b)(i) required a simple trace of the algorithm to establish the three iterations. The answer here for part
(b)(ii) is clear realising that the improvement is the user will only be prompted a limited number of times.
Most candidates answered part (c) with a sequence of IF statements. This candidate has used the
alternative CASE structure with the correct composition.

In part (d) this is almost exemplary Python program code. The candidate has stated that the language used
is Python and used appropriate indentation. The syntax of the statements is all correct except for the
candidate’s use of the comment statement. Candidates need to be clear that for this question it is program
code that is required and so should use the appropriate comment symbol. The candidate has here
incorrectly used syntax for comments in pseudocode.

Marks awarded for part

(@) (i) 2/3, (i) 1/1
Marks awarded for part (b)

(c)

(d)

@) 111, (i) 1/1

Marks awarded for part 3/3
Marks awarded for part 7/8
Total marks awarded = 15out of 17
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle

2 A program displays a menu with choices 1 to 4. The code to display the menu is written as the
procedure DisplayMenu.

(a) Pseudocode which uses this procedure is:
CALL DisplayMenu
REFPEAT
QOUTFUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INFUT Choice
UNTIL Chodice »>= 1 AND Choice <= 4
(i) Describe what this pseudocode will do.
o Ve B3R G M G2 spmhwg .........
...... . @.Ascﬁ? m&\%‘—"‘"\&\ﬁn&‘ﬁﬂ@

Cﬁ‘wiﬁ !:-[w‘\ S W 5{.1»'1%%{.1"‘%;&11\"5@&([3]

IS Uf‘\ e ﬂ{n

(i) Statewhya iaop is raquured

OO YA | - O ( ....... wavaadl A Llaice.
AT TR LS. W - ﬂhqkl gﬁﬁ S ;qu}aﬁr-ﬂébanru

(b) The following pseudocode is a revised design.

CONSTRNT i « 3
CALL DisplayMenu
NoOfAttempts + O
REFEAT
\ QUTEPUT "Enter choice. (1..4)"
INFUT Chodice
NoOfAttempts + NoOfAttempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice >= 1 AND Cholce <= 4) OR NoOfAttempits = i

() Give the maximum number of inputs the user could be promptad to make.

(ii) State why this algorithm is an improvement on tha one given in part (a).

@ PAST PAPERS
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle, continued
{c} The pseudocode is in its initial stage of development.

The table below shows the action currently taken by the pseudocode following each menu

choice.
Menu Description Program response

choice

1 Read data from the Calls a procedure ReadFile which for testing
customer file purposes outputs the message “Read file code”

2 Add a customer Outputs message “"Add customer code”
3 Search for a customer | Outputs message “Search customer code”
4 Terminates the program | Ends

Complete the pseudocode for the design in part (b), shown again below, to respond to each
menu choice,

CONSTRANT i + 3
CALL DisplayMenu
WolfAttempts + 0
REPEAT

OUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
INPUT Choice

NoOfhttempts + WoOfittempts + 1
UHTIL (Choice »>= 1 ANWND Choice <= 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

........... Selech. lase die
Casa ﬂ- Q@L\ Read ot

..................... Case 1.2\ ; ook Cau%Ss.S‘si? Saoke b, {iM&x

tsanec. cedd)

____________________ 0. 5. = QS A1 e (S, oot w)

..[3]
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle, continued

(d) The algorithm in part (c) is to be amended. The program will:

repeatedly display the menu and respond to the user's choice
= terminate when the user enters 4

Writa pragram code for this final design which will be made up of:

* the main program
¢ procedure ReadFile
* procedure DisplayMenu

Visual Basic and Pascal: You should include the declaration staterments for variables.
Python: You should show a comment staterment for each variable used with its data type.

Programming language % Sbvlw {U\.&a;.f\

D,wa SnClete. AL il
COAM o oscer (,»oL«;} 2. de,ey-«'
......... Caldl displag Menss...
e Re Q2T

.....................................................................................................................

............. (NI LTh Chaon, C..Q_\
Lhoicg Eﬁ"‘sl‘e‘e\Q..w...E:E,ﬁ,é}:.‘..".‘:i”[u.h{..,.........,..... .
EQ., €L‘EJ\ (& kk’\er""\

LoD ﬁ')\‘?r? &.QL lE.

L@h&hm N lﬂi@?\eﬁ& Et\e cmci? 3

...‘.M&DL ke, (. ﬁ&&i%ﬁ&wﬂg&q*) _______________

o CsoXasedCade, = Cu:\awkfﬁaac&\\reL\ ...................

................... QEJ;Q,...LL S SN
ﬁ@mw‘@ wﬂ%{iiﬁewcﬂ-« cm’mw C,WL;’?.)
ei':mki[( S
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — middle

Candidates are asked to state the programming language used in the code which follows.
In part (a)(i) the candidate should realise that all lines of the pseudocode will generate some action. There is
no mention of the display of the list of actions coded as procedure DisplayMenu.

In part (a)(ii) the candidate has correctly identified that the code is designed to trap an invalid response from
the user.

In part (b)(i) the candidate has correctly stated that the loop will iterate at most three times but is then unable
to comment on the practical reason for this in part (b)(ii). Candidates should appreciate that the code has
shown ‘good practice’ and used meaningful identifier names — so use of the identifier NoOfAttempts in the
question rubric should provide a trigger.

For part (c) the candidate has not used the exact pseudocode syntax documented in the syllabus section
2.3.3 which has been condoned. Also note the omission of the speech mark delimiters from the case 3 text.
Candidates need to pay attention to detail such as this.

For the program code in part (d) there are some correctly formed statements. The candidate needs to
appreciate the overall structure of the requirement. The DisplayMenu procedure needs to be inside a
loop which terminates when the user selects option 4 from the menu.

Marks awarded for part (a
Marks awarded for part

(i) 2/3, (i) 1/1
() 1/1, (i) 0/1

Marks awarded for part (c 3/3
Marks awarded for part (d 4/8
Total marks awarded = 11 outof 17
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low

2 A program displays a menu with choices 1 to 4, The code to dlsplay the menu is written as the

procedure DisplayMenu.

(a) Pseudecode which uses this procedure is:

CALL DisplayMenu

REPEAT
OUTPUT "Enter choice [1 «4)" . ;
INPOT Choice ‘

UNTIT. Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4

(i} Describe what this pseudocode will do.
}ﬂff%au...pzaqmm.m bl from... Ul }!-w::\‘.e;___dm.;m.m.lh

o nha?huv
i.'s ?Vfr‘f"-&d-h.- !M&....anmm
wphrie JHF

et 8000k 480 T, peAesAR S, AT ML Mt D AR
el Leaalifea Ty Cetisfie 4

ii} State why a loop is reguired.
' &bﬁphjfﬂuﬁ?ﬁh&ML{'mMﬂMqim; ________

b Shewdtd v, r‘—’f-ﬁa. SN, A € s 0 R . SRR B 1]
Wiket g e waswdd oo g »_»-lor.

{b) The following pseudocode is a revised design.

CONSTANT i « 3
CALL DisplayMenu
HNoDfhttempts + 0
REBEAT
OUTEUT "Enter choice (1..4)" . ‘
—2INFUT Choice
HoOfAttempte + NoOfAttempts + 1
UNTIL (Choice >= 1 AND Choice <= 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

{i) Give the maximum number of inpuls the user could be prompted to make.
SR Y (1]

(i) State why this algorithm is an imf::mvemant on the one given in part (a).
This B becance M ﬂ"?aﬂﬁm o copsideable

et SF. Do frie.... e
be abl to Mpusf et olodn. Ofaiwist Wm:mﬂ

ﬂm"""u'h'[ W_‘TM" Rt ?d‘b'«-? e
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — low, continued

(c) The pseudocode is in its initial stage of development.

The table below shows the action currently taken by the pseudocode following each menu

choice.
Manu Description Program response
choice P 9 P
1 Read data from the Calls a procedure ReadFile which for testing
customer file purposes outputs the message “Read file code”
2 Add a customer Qutputs massage “Add customer code”
Search for a customer | Oulputs message "Search cusmﬂ_ler code”
4 Terminates the ﬁmgram Ends

Complete the pseudocade for the design in part (b), shown again below, to respond to each
menu choice.

CONSTANT i + 3
. CALL DisplayMenu
‘NoOfAttempts + O
REPEAT
CQUTPUT "Enter choice (1..4)"
' INPUT Choice
NoDfAttempts + WoOfAttempts + 1
UMTIL (Choice >= 1 AND Choice == 4) OR NoOfAttempts = i

-LE

R A N R R SR BB R F R RN BRI E R R

* B
'E.h.ﬂ.l EE..
P 3 i T T 0 R R b BB R0 b B e 8 58 B S S S e

A BEAFUE. oo e
DUTPUT.S Readl File Corls”’ |

------------------ dEbEEamd b T T R T A T P T P T

e HOICE 2O s sesssssssssnmsssasesssssseesessessanmsssarossesesssesesecsessene 3]

uu-rfmt W a.ptd mm@d—t”
ELSE

F
CCHOEE = %
buTPAT N Ceancha Guntomia oo’

ER DO
ELLE
END\F
b F
EMNDF
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — low, continued

(d) The algorithm in part (c) is to be amended. The program will:
*  repeatedly display the menu and respond to the user’s choice
* terminate when the user enters 4

Wrile program code for this final design which will be made up of:

*  the main program
* procedure ReadFile
* procedure DisplayMenu

Visual Easic and Pascal: You shouid include the declaraiion statemenis for variables.
Python: You should show a comment statement for each variable used with its data type.

.......................................................................................

i 0. e W@
#’pfiﬁ@ Meany... 15, L. mmhmﬁ.«z’m AT EEEIL A,
L Mordable “ebntee ¥ bt R )hy‘t?ﬁ

Tl ILLt I

o A

....... NN == S S A ook S
mﬁrmp Iy

SO 1 o 0 OOV O OO
SRR APREAD..... (S e SRAR ) e

OO &% L1 1.2, 3300 O

OALL.. Bead Filg .. -
o Ptin . Paad, F-JLL"-HM")

c.H L
GRS

Gl‘-"D 1F
sucLEszots END \F ::.“_‘! 960BIZ2IMIINS [Turn over
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — low

In part (a)(i) the candidate needs to realise that the use of the call statement is for a procedure. The
candidate has incorrectly identified this as a ‘program’. The candidate has then correctly identified there will
be a prompt for the user but there is no mention of this being followed by the input from the user. Part (a)(ii)
needs to be clearly expressed. Clear expression of some process is a key skill for the computer scientist.

In part (b)(i) the candidate has correctly identified that there will be at most three iterations but this is
followed in part (ii) with a statement that there will be a ‘considerable’ amount of tries allowed. The key point
needs to be made that the code is designed to limit the number of attempts to a stated maximum.

In part (c) the candidate has followed the rubric to write pseudocode and this shows three correctly formed
nested IF statements.

In part (d) the candidate has stated that the language to be used in Python. However, they have not
followed the question rubric for a Python answer and shown a comment statement for each variable used
with its data type. This answer has few aspects of the key design present. There has been no attempt to
show separate procedures for the ReadFile and DisplayMenu code. Also the question rubric to
repeatedly display the menu is not present.

Marks awarded for part (a) = (i) 1/3, (i) 0/1
Marks awarded for part (b) = (i) 1/1, (i) 0/1
Marks awarded for part (c) = 3/3

Marks awarded for part (d) = 2/8

Total marks awarded = T7outof17
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Paper 2
Question 3

3 Whenthe guarantee on a computer runs out, the owner can take out insurance to cover breakdown

and repairs.
The price of the insurance is calculated from:
¢  the model of the computer

» the age of the computer
* the current insurance rates

Following an enquiry to the insurance company, the customer receives a quotation letter with the

price of the insurance.
A program is to be produced.

The structure chart below shows the modular design for this process:

Premium rate

7]

Premium rates *

A

access premium rates
database
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Paper 2
Question 3, continued

(a) Using the letters A to D, add the labelling to the chart boxes on the opposite page.

Modules
A Send quotation letter
B Calculate price
C Produce insurance quotation
D Input computer details
[2]
(b) Using the letters E to J, complete the labelling on the chart opposite.
Some of these letters will be used more than once.
Data items
E CustomerName
F CustomerEmail
G Model
H Age
I PolicyCharge
J PolicyNumber
[4]
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Paper 2

Mark scheme

3 (a) Control box — C // Produce insurance quotation

D // Input customer details + A // Send quotation letter is correct positions

(b)

Any 2 correct

Any 3 correct

D
Data items
E CustomerName
F CustomerEmail
G Model
H Age
| PolicyCharge
J PolicyNumber

38
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high

3

When the guaraniea on a computer runs out, the owner can take out insurance to cover breakdown
and repairs.

The price of the insurance is calculated from:
+  the model of the computer
the age of the computer
+  ihe current insurance rates

Following an enquiry to the insurance company, the customsr recsives a quotation letter with the
price of the insurance.

A program is to be produced.

The structure chart below shows the modular design for this process:

O 4——0

Premium rates

P7mtum rates
Access premium.rates
- database’

. b 2
ArrmehrdegdeThephenkonsennnenbanaiag

Examiner comment — high

This is a strong answer. The labelling of the top control box and the procedures is correct. The candidate

has correctly identified the data items recorded from the input stage and then correctly used the model and
age of the computer for the calculation of the premium price. However, it will be the policy charge which is
the output item from procedure B. The items needed for procedure A (send the quotation letter) have been

correctly identified.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 2/2
Marks awarded for part (b) = 3/4
Total marks awarded = 5outof6
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — middle

3 When the guarantee on a computer runs out, the owner can take out insurance to cover breakdown
and repairs.

The price of the insurance is calculatad from:
+  the modsl of the computer -
*  the age of the computer
* the current insurance rates
)

Following an enquiry to the insurance company, the customer receives a quotation letter with the
price of the indurance.

A program is to be produced,

The structure chart below shows the modular design for this process: ) .l

,?!!Lﬁgtf!é.mmeyﬁtr;d,iﬁﬂs

?ﬂﬁﬁﬂmrﬁlr- . ;

Premium rates

- fodct s toeg gl

Premium rates ¢ ' )

“actess premium fates -
database

Examiner comment — middle

The candidate has not followed the rubric of the question and used the letters to complete the labelled of the
structure chart. The question has been designed in this way to reduce the amount the candidate has to
write.

The candidate has interpreted the text ‘send quotation letter’; as a letter which is sent out to the computer
owner as an invite to produce a quotation. The candidate should realise that this is a letter which is sent out
at the end of the process — to notify the policyholder of the amount the insurance will cost.

The candidate has however ‘recovered’ with the correct labelling of all the data item arrows for the answer to
part (b) and was not penalised for the failure to use letters for the labelling.

0/2
4/4

4 out of 6 \LJ PAST PAPERS
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low

3 When the guaraniee on a computer runs out, the owner can take out insurance to cover breakdown
and repairs.

The price of the insurance is calculated from:
*  the model of the computer
+  the age of the computer

=  the current insurance rates

Following an enquiry fo the insurance company, the customer recsives a quotation letter with the
price of the insurance.

A program is to be produced.

The structure chart below shows the modular design for this process:

L Ty

Premium rates

Premium rates

access prémium rates - | |
“databaze- ||

Examiner comment — low

Candidates need to make the link in the syllabus content between the drawing of a structure chart (section
2.1.2) and the use of procedures when writing program code (Section 2.3.6). Passing parameter values into
and out of a procedure call is exactly what the arrows on this structure chart are depicting.

The candidate should appreciate that the control box will describe some overarching process — in this case
‘produce insurance quotation’. It then follows that the three processes — in this case the sequence D, B and
A — make up this process. The candidate has correctly identified A as the final procedure in the sequence
but both D and A were required to secure a mark.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 0/2
Marks awarded for part (b) = 2/4
Total marks awarded = 2outof6
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Paper 2
Question 4

4 A game is played between two players:

* they take turns at rolling a six-sided die (numbered 1 to 6) and record their throw
*  aplayer scores 1 point if their throw is higher than their opponent

* they each roll the die 20 times

* if the player’s throw is the same as their opponent, the total points is unchanged

* the winner is the player with the larger number of points after 20 throws

The pseudocode will use variable NoOfThrows as shown.

Identifier Data type Description

NoOfThrows INTEGER Loop control variable

(i) Complete the pseudocode for the given algorithm.
P

INPUT PlayerlThrow

IF Playerl1Throw > Player2Throw
THEN

ENDIF
IF Player2Throw > PlayerlThrow
THEN
Player2Total < Player2Total + 1
ENDIF

IF PlayerlTotal > Player2Total

THEN
QUTPUT "Playerl is the winner"”

ELSE
QUTPUT "Player2 is the winner"”

ENDIF

[5]

(ii) Identify the game result which will produce incorrect output.

1]
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Paper 2

Mark scheme

4 (i) FOR NoOfThrows - 1 TO 20 / 0 TO 19

1 1 (2)
INPUT PlayerlThrow
INPUT Player2Throw (1)
IF PlayerlThrow > PlayerZThrow

THEN

PlayerlTotal - PlayerlTotal + 1 (1)
ENDIF
IF Player2Throw > PlayerlThrow

THEN

Player2Total — PlayerZTotal + 1

ENDIF
ENDFOR (1)

IF PlayerlTotal > PlayerZTotal
THEN
OUTPUT "Playerl is the winner"
ELSE
OUTPUT "Player2 is the winner"
END

(3]

(ii) Player scores equal // if PlayerlTotal = Player2Total [/ thereis no winner//a draw

(1]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high

4

44

A game is played batween two players:

they take turns at rolling a six-sided die (numbered 1 to &) and record their throw
a player scores 1 point if their throw is higher than their opponent

they each roll the die 20 times

If the player's throw is the same as their opponent, the total points is unchanged

the winner is the player with the larger number of points after 20 throws

The pseudocode will use varigble ReO£Throws as shown.

Identifier

Data type

Description

HoQfThrows

INTEGER

Loop control variable

(i) Complets the pseudocode for the given algorithm.

NSRS ) 020

(1)

INPUT PlayerlThrow

IF PlayerlThrow > Player2Throw

THEN ﬂ%;pm;o.ta— fh,,’ud:fm.l 4'&

EHDIF

IF Player2Throw > PlayerlThrow

THEN

PlayeriTotal -+ PlayerZTotal + 1

ENDIF

.m -/

IF PlayerlTotal > PlayerZTotal

R PREREEEE

Lepsananns

THEW
OUTFUT "Flayerl is the winner"
ELSE
OUTEUT "Player2 is the winner"
ERDIF
[5]
|dentify the game result which will producs incotract output.
%wmm ..... i L&Mm{m&.
5& £ Le,-amiﬂl-vmw ....... flﬁﬁm-?-’fm ........................................... [1]
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Paper 2
Examiner comment — high

This is a perfect answer for the pseudocode in part (i). Candidates should note that ENDFOR is one word in
the syllabus pseudocode.

Part (ii) — like the earlier question 2(a)(i) and 2(b)(ii) — required a clear descriptive statement. Here the
candidate needed to make clear it is the final score of each player that determines a draw result. The
candidate should not have confused ‘throws’ with the final total.

Marks awarded for part (i) = 5/5
Marks awarded for part (i) = 0/1
Total marks awarded = 5outof6
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — middle
4 A game is played between two players:

* they take turns at rolling a six-sided die (numbered 1 to 6) and record thefr throw
* aplayer scores 1 point if their throw is higher than their opponent

*  they each rall the die 20 times

*  if the player's throw is the same as their opponent, the total points is unchanged
*  the winner is the player with the larger number of points after 20 throws

The pseudocode will use variable NoO£fThrows as shown.

Identifier Data type Description

WoOfThrows INTEGER Loop conirol variable

(i) Complete the pseudocode for the given algorithm,

INPUT PlaverlThrow
. DML ATORI e

IF PlayexrlThrow > Player2Throw
THEH

ENDIF
IF Player2Throw > PlayerlThrow
THEN
Player2Total + Player?Total + 1
ENDIF

IF PlayerlTotal > PlayerZTotal
THEHN
OUTPUT "Playerl is the winnex"
ELSE
OUTPUT "Player? is the winner"
ENDIP

[5]
(ii) Identify the game result which will produce incorrect output.

E%%he%mf@taﬁgﬂ,
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Paper 2
Examiner comment — middle

When a loop counter variable is described in the rubric of the question, the pseudocode answer which
follows is expected to use this variable.

If the question rubric asks for pseudocode, the candidate should not use keywords that are language
specific, such as NEXT (as an attempted alternative to ENDFOR) or PRINT (as an intended alternative to

OUTPUT).

Marks awarded for part (i) = 3/5
Marks awarded for part (i) = 1/1
Total marks awarded = 4outof6
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low
4 A game is played between two players:

= they take turns at rolling a six-sided die (numbered 1 to 8) and record their throw
= aplayer scores 1 point if their throw is higher than their opponent

+  they each roll the die 20 times

+ ifthe player's throw is the same as their opponent, the total points is unchanged
* the winner is the player with the larger number of points after 20 throws

The pseudocode will use variable NoOfThrows as shown.

Identifier Data type Description

HNoOfThrows INTEGER Loop control variable

(i) Complete the pseudocode for the given algorithm,

ror ...z lte2o

INFUT PlayerlThrow

IF PlayerlThrow > PlayerZThrow
THEN

..... . A 1Sore. - @-z, Q\LE/IM 1$cove +71

ENDIF
IF Player2Throw > PlayerlThrow
THEW
Player2Total + Player2Total + 1
ENDIF

IF PlayerlTotal > Player2Total

AR RPN R R

THEN
OUTPUT "Playerl is the winner"
ELSE
OUTPUT "Player? is the winner"
ENDIF
(5]
(i) Identify the game result which will produce incorrect output.
.......... fqlualmmbm&%
.-Jl-ll-lla-l-ld-dd-l-ll-l-+|-|-|.|n......_...._._-----|-|--|--|--|-||.|-||-||l|-ll--!lllllll'l'!'!llllllli}l-i-i-lll-lli--yqqqll'!l‘i‘llllll+li--alllll[1]

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE

48 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Paper 2
Examiner comment — low

The given loop counter NoOfThrows has not been used.
Note the minor spelling errors of the keyword INPUT and identifier PlayerlScore have not been penalised.

Marks awarded for part (i) = 3/5
Marks awarded for part (i) = 0/1
Total marks awarded = 3outofb

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE
-ation hub

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Smence 9608



Paper 2

Question 5 — parts (a), (b) and (c)
5 A company creates two new websites, Site X and Site Y, for selling bicycles.

Various programs are to be written to process the sales data.

These programs will use data about daily sales made from Site X (using variable salesx) and
Site Y (using variable salesy).

Data for the first 28 days is shown below.

SalesDate SalesX SalesY
1 03/06/2015 0 1
2 04/06/2015 1 2
3 05/06/2015 3 8
4 06/06/2015 0 0
5 07/06/2015 4 6
6 08/06/2015 4 4
7 09/06/2015 5 9
8 10/06/2015 11 9
9 11/06/2015 4 1
28 | 01/07/2015 14 8

(a) Name the data structure to be used in a program for salesX.

.[2]
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Paper 2
Question 5 — parts (a), (b) and (c), continued

(b) The programmer writes a program from the following pseudocode design.

X < 0
FOR DayNumber < 1 TO 7
IF SalesX[DayNumber] + SalesY[DayNumber] >= 10
THEN
X+ X +1
OUTPUT SalesDate[DayNumber ]
ENDIF
ENDFOR
OUTPUT x

(i) Trace the execution of this pseudocode by completing the trace table below.

X DayNumber OUTPUT

[4]

(ii) Describe, in detail, what this algorithm does.

..[3]
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Paper 2
Question 5 — parts (a), (b) and (c), continued

(c) The company wants a program to output the total monthly sales for one of the selected
websites.

The programmer codes a function with the following function header:

FUNCTION MonthlyWebSiteSales(ThisMonth : INTEGER, ThisSite : CHAR)

RETURNS INTEGER
The function returns the total number of bicycles sold for the given month and website.

The function will use the following:

Identifier Data type Description
ThisMonth INTEGER Represents the nl'lonth number e.g.
4 represents April
Coded as:
ThisSite CHAR * X for website X

* Y for Website Y

(i) Give the number of parameters of this function. SRR TRPPPPRRRTRPRP | ||
(ii) Some of the following function calls may be invalid.

Mark each call with:
* atick (v), for a valid call

* across (X), for an invalid call

For any function calls which are invalid, explain why.

Tick (v) Explanation

Function call Icross (X) (if invalid)

MonthlyWebSiteSales(1, "Y")

MonthlyWebsSiteSales(11, 'X', 'Y'")

MonthlyWebSiteSales(12, 'X')
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Paper 2

Mark scheme

5 (a) » 1D Array// List [1]

« INTEGER 1]

(b) (i)

x DayNumber | QUTPUT

0 1
2

1 3 5/6/2015
4

2 5 7/6/2015
6

3 7 9/6/2015

Note: %' and 'output’ entries must be on or below the relevant ‘DayNumber’ entry

Mark as above [4]
(ii) .. Sales for the first seven days (1)
e« .. the number of days on which the total sales were 10 or over (1)
+«  QOutputs the corresponding dates (1)
+«  QOutput the final value/total (of x) (1) [max 3]
() () 2 (1]
(i)
Tick Explanation (if invalid)
Cross

X/ v | 2" parameter should be CHAR // accept just tick

X Three parameters/should be 2 parameters

[3]
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — high
5 A company creates two new wehsites, Site X and Site Y, for selling bicycles.
Various programs are to be written to process the sales data.

These programs will use data about daily sales made from Site X (using variable salesx) and
Site Y (using variable salesY).

Data for the first 28 days is shown below.

SalesDate SalesX SaleaY
1 | 03/06/2015 0 1
2 | 04/06/2015 A 2
3 | 05/06/2015 3 8
4 | 08/06/2015 0 0
5 | 07/08/2015 4 6
6 | 08/06/2015 4 4
7 | 09/06/2015 5 9
8 | 10/08/2015 11 9
9 | 11/06/2015 4 1
28 | 01/07/2015 14 8

(a) Name the data structure to be used in a program for SalesX.

raﬂ’fmlgs[z]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — high, continued
(b) The programmer writes a program from the following pseudocode design.

x4+ 0
FOR DayNumber + 1 TO 7
IF SalesX[DayNumber] + Sales¥Y[DayNumber] »>= 10
THEN
X x4+ 1
OUTFUT SalesDate[DayNumber ]
ENDIF
ENDFOR
oOUTPUT x

{i} Trace the execution of this pseudocade by completing the trace table belaw.

x DayNumber QUTPUT
o | 1 \
2
| 3 05062015
. 'Ll .
2 5 07 Jo&[20IS
' -
3 ] 09 joéf 2015 , 3

[4]
(i) Describe, in detail, what this algorithm does. ,__
letal

Thioa\gordhen. . ootpuls e smerdi nomber b
Aags. 0 e oWith.. .. Sales vk X ed
overe oreskus fron ov equal To lo .1k _alip

- ot Y s feaBcdalia, oo s The ml&aﬁ(‘ 18]

}( ovd 1 eve C%'fa.n(hﬁ.n g %u,u o ten,
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — high, continued

(e) The cormpany wants a program to oulput the total monthly sales for one of the selected
websites.

The programmer codes a function with the following function header:

FUNCTION MonthlyWebSiteSales(ThisMonth : INTEGER, ThisSite : CHAR)
RETURNS INTEGER

The function returns the total number of bicycles sold for the given month and website.

The function will use the following:

Identifier : Data type Description
' Represents the month number e.g.
ThisMonth INTEGER 4 represents April
Coded as:
ThisSite CHAR « X forwebsite X
= Y for Website Y
(i) Give the number of parameters of this function. :Q.ﬁ]

(i) Some of the following function calls may be invalid.

Mark sach call with:
= g tlick (v), for a valid call
= across (X), for an invalid-call

For any funetion calls which are invalid, explain why.

Tick (v) Explanation
Function call /cross (X) (if invalid)
MonthlyWebSiteSales(1l, "Y") -v/

.1‘:“ ;’un[,ﬁbn an UﬁLj
s Pava weberss sheveas
How onL hah "ﬂ'\.l’u, .
L ORe- w3ed
MonthlyWebSiteSales(12, 'X') )( "H {. ﬂ &

MonthlyWebSiteSales (11, 'X', '¥") X

3]

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE

56 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Paper 2

Examiner comment — high

Candidates need to be aware that there are two types of array in the Section 2 syllabus — a one-dimensional
and two-dimensional array. Also, an array will be declared with a lower and upper bound and be of a stated
data type. The syntax to use for the pseudocode is given in syllabus section 2.2.2. A formal description was
not required for this question — just a statement that a 1D array with data type integer would be the most
appropriate data structure to use. There were many candidate answers which simply stated ‘array’ and did
not gain credit.

For part (b) the trace shown was an exemplary answer and the candidate carries this through into part (ii)
with a clear description of the algorithm.

For part (c) candidates need to realise that it is convention for paper 2 (and Paper 4) that string data will use
double quote delimiters and a character value will have single quote delimiters around the single character.
Candidates were however given the benefit of the doubt — as shown with this answer — and a statement that
this first call was correctly formed was given credit. The explanation for the second call is exemplary with a
clear reference to the need for two parameters. The candidate’s misunderstanding about the use of single
and double quotes is confirmed by their answer for the third procedure call.

0/2
(i) 4/4, (i) 3/3
() 1/1, (i) 2/3

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded 10 out of 13
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — middle

5 A mmpany creates twn new websltes Site X and Site Y, for selling bicycles.

Various programs are to be writien to process the sales data.

These programs will use data about daily sales made from Site X (using variable salesx) and
Site Y (using variable sales¥}.

Data for the first 28 days is shown below.

SalesDate SalesX SalesY
1 03/06/2015 0 1
2 | o4/06/2015 1 2
3 | 05/06/2015 3 8
4 08/06/2015 0 Q
5 | 07/06/2015 4 6
(4] 08/08/2015 4 4
7 02/06/2015 5 2] -
8 | 10/06/2015 1 9
g 11/06/2015 4 1
28 | 01072015 14 _ B

(a) Name the data structure to be used in a program for SalesX.

2]
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued
(b) The programmer writes a program from the following pseudocode design.

x+ 0
FOR DayNumber « 1 TO 7
. IF SalesX[DayNumber] + SalesY[DayNumber] >= 10
THEN .
x+ x+ 1 )
OUTPUT SalesDate|DayBumber ]
ENDIF
ENDFOR
OUTPUT =

() Trace the-execution of this pseudocode by completing the trace table below.

X DayNumber QUTPUT
0
(») )
o Z
‘- g o5 /0t /20\5

o\ Y

-2 -5 o07/lcé 2015
Z 4
3 + 09 log [ 2ol S :
4]

(if) Describe, in detail, what this algorithm does.
LFT"“'gﬂjﬂﬁlﬂmPlﬁ?ﬁmisﬁ\Jiiﬂ .

Y ’Hﬁ‘-“‘ﬂ' oc. egquel to ten ﬂﬂ‘[ﬂ‘g
Mereese  Udoe of 22 B‘,s, L - #u‘l'?-ﬂ: ..................

@ PAST PAPERS
IN&DE
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Smence 9608



Paper 2
Example candidate response — middle, continued
(¢) The company wants a program to output the total monthiy sales tor one of the selected
websites.
The programmer codes a function with the following funclion header:

FUNCTION MonthlyWebSiteSales(ThisMonth : INTEGER, ThisSite : éHﬁR]
RETURHS INTEGER

The function returns the total number of bicycles sold for the given month and website.

The function will use the following:

Identifier Data type Description
. Represents the monih number e.g.
ThisMonth INTEGER 4 represents April
Coded as:
ThissSite CHAR. »  Xior websile X
*  YforWebsite Y
(i) Give the number of parameters of this function. . 3 ........................ [1]

(i) Some of the following function calls may be invalid.

Mark each call with:
+ atick (v'), for a valid call
* across (X), for an invalid call

For any function calls which are invalid, explain why.

. Tick () Explanation -
Function call feross (X) (if invalid)
MonthlyWebSiteSales(1l, "Y") /

Hunthlﬂébﬂite_ﬁales(ll, X, ¥y | >< E{‘DM oue Site

MonthlyWebSiteSales(12, 'X') /
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — middle

See comments for the high script for part (a).

For part (b) the trace is almost complete — only the output of the total has been omitted. For part (ii) the key
word in the question is to ‘describe’. What is required therefore is not a simple repeat of the wording of the
statement in the algorithm. The total numbers of sales from Site X and Site Y is a clear description, the
answer given here is a just a pseudocode statement re-word.

For part (c)(ii) the middle row does not gain credit as the candidate is expected to make reference to the
number of parameters used.

For part (d) candidates need to have studied the pseudocode syntax given in the syllabus for file handling —
Section 2.2.3. Candidates should appreciate that the file is opened for one of three possible ‘modes’. That
is, to write data to the file, read data from an existing file or to append new data to an existing file. Once the
pseudocode has been introduced, teachers should encourage students to put this into practice in their
chosen programming language.

0/2
(i) 3/4, (i) 1/3
(i) 0/1, (ii) 2/3

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded 6 out of 13
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low

5 A company creates two new websites, Site X and Site Y, for selling bicycles.

62

Various programs are o be written to process the sales data.

These programs will use data about daily sales made from Site X (using variable salesx) and
Site Y (using variable SalesY).

Data for the first 28 days is shown below,

—

W =] m Mmoo W

28

SalesDate SalesX Sales¥
03/06/2015 0 1
04/06/2015 | 1 2
05/06/2015 3 8
06/06/2015 0 0
07/06/2015 4 6
08/06/2015 4 4
09/06/2015 5 g
10/06/2015 11 g
11/06/2015 4 1
01/07/2015 14 8

(a) Name the data structure to be used in a program for SalesX.

=/
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — low, continued

(b) The programmer writes a program from the following pseudecode design.

X+ 0
FOR DayNumber +« 1 TO 7 .
IF Sales¥[DayNumber] + SalesY[DayHumber] >= 10
THEN :
x+ x + 1
OUTPUT SalesDate[DayNumber]
ENDIF
ENDFOR
OUTEUT x

(i} Trace the execution of this.pseudocode by completing the trace table below..

PayNumber  QUTPUT

f\\ﬁ—?wppnx
+@m-’e~wm__.

[4]
(i} Describe, in detail, what this algarithm does.

ethetokdd sodes {am. Sales X amd..
Sades N 15 L9aRd...0k . ki gGa... Hagm. L0,..

: m.g 'SJ'VLM‘WJ—D a Bveall gver Poln b
c/f HAL LIS LSS
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Paper 2

Example candidate response — low, continued

{c} The company wants a program to output the total monthly sales for one of the selected
websites.

The programmer codes a function with the following function header:

FUNCTION MonthlyWebSiteSales{ThisMonth : INTEGER, ThisSite : CHAR)
RETURNS INTEGER

The function returns the total number of bicycles sold for the given month and website.

The function will use the following:

Identifier Data type Description
. ' ' Represents the month number e.q.
ThisMonth INTEGER 4 represents April
‘Coded as:
ThisSite CHAR = ¥ for website X
«  YiorWebsilaY
(i) Give the number of'paramatars of this function. L?-m

(i) Some of the following functicn calls may be invalid.

Mark each call with:
« atick (+), for a valid call
* g cross (X), for an invalid call

For any function calls which are invalid, explain why.

Tick (/) Explanation
FEnotion oall Icross (X) (if invalid)
MonthlyWebSiteSales(1, "Y") / -
MonthlyWebSiteSales(11l, 'X', '¥') \./

!

MonthlyWebSitesales(12, 'X') /
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Paper 2
Examiner comment — low
This is a weak answer for all three parts.
For part (a) see the comments for the high script about the use and description of arrays.

In part (b) the candidate has correcily iterated through the FOR loop to show the DayNumber values, but the
corresponding x values in column 1 are incorrect.

In part (b)(ii) the key points to describe the algorithm have not been mentioned.

For part (c)(ii) see the comment made for the Grade A script concerning the use of double and single quote
delimiters.

0/2
(i) 1/4, (ii) 1/3
(i) 0/1, (ii) 2/3

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)
Marks awarded for part (c)

Total marks awarded 4 out of 13
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Paper 2
Question 5 — parts (d) and (e)

(d) The company decides to offer a discount on selected dates. A program is written to indicate
the dates on which a discount is offered.

The program creates a text file, DISCOUNT_DATES (with data as shown), for a number of
consecutive dates.

03/06/2015 TRUE

04/06/2015 FALSE

05/06/2015 FALSE

06/06/2015 FALSE

07/06/2015 FALSE

08/06/2015 FALSE

09/06/2015 FALSE

10/06/2015 TRUE

11/06/2015 FALSE

01/07/2015 FALSE

Each date and discount indicator is separated by a single <Space> character.
The discount indicators are:

. FALSE - indicates a date on which no discount is offered
* TRUE - indicates a date on which a discount is offered

A programming language has the built-in function concAT defined as follows:

CONCAT(Stringl : STRING, String2 : STRING [, String3 : STRING] )
RETURNS STRING
For example: CONCAT("San", "Francisco") returns "SanFrancisco"
CONCAT("New", "York", "City") returns "NewYorkCity"

The use of the square brackets indicates that the parameter is optional.
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Paper 2

Question 5 — parts (d) and (e), continued
The following incomplete pseudocode creates the text file DISCOUNT_DATES.

Complete the pseudocode.
OPENFILE "DISCOUNT_DATES" FOR . v rer s sr v s s s sr s sn s s n s e e e s
WHILE NextDate <>"XXX"
INPUT Discount
...................................... = CONCAT(NextDate, " ", Discount)
WRITEFILE "DISCOUNT_DATES", NextLine

INPUT NextDate

QUTPUT "File now created"
CLOSEFILE [4]

(e) The DISCOUNT DATES text file is successfully created.

The company now wants a program to:

*  key in a date entered by the user

=  search the text file for this date

« jf found, output one of the following messages:
o “No discount on this date”
o “This is a discount date”

« if not found, output “Date not found”

(i) Add to the identifier table to show the variables you need for this new program.

Identifier Data type Description

DISCOUNT DATES FILE Text file to be used

@ PAST PAPERS
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Paper 2
Question 5 — parts (d) and (e), continued

(ii) Write the program code.

Do not include any declaration or comment statements for the variables used.

Programming [ANGQUAGE .....c.coo oot e e er et e e e e ee s e st se s srme s e s e e e e en s e et ne s ee s
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Paper 2

Mark scheme

(d) CPENFILE "DISCOUNT DATES" FOR WRITE / WRITING {1]
INPUT NextDate (1)
WHILE NextDate <> "XXX"

INPUT Discount

NextLine = CONCAT (NextDate, " ", Discount) (1)
WRITEFILE "DISCOUNT DATES", NextLine
ENDWHILE (1)
QUTPUT "File now created"
CLOSEFILE [4]

(e} (i) Sensible |dentifier + Data Type + Description (1+ 1+ 1)

For example:

ThisDate STRING/DATE date ‘entered by user’

Found BOOLEAN flag to indicate ThisDate is ‘present in the
file'

NextLine STRING a single line ‘from the text file’

NextDate STRING/DATE date ‘from next line in the file’

NextDiscount STRING the discount value from Next Line

ThisMonth INTEGER the month part of the date (input or from file)

MyStreamReader STREAMEEADER references DISCOUNT DATES file
Reject ‘generic’ reserved words

Allow one instance variable to store output string(s)
Allow one instance of month/day/year number e.g. ThisMonth shown above [3]

(iiy Mark as follows:

Open file statement (1)
File read statement for line text — NextLine (1)
File close statement (1)
Input of the required date — ThisDate (1)
Isolate NextDate from NextLine (1)
Isolate NextDiscount from NextLine (1)
IF statement comparing the two dates (1)
Uses Boolean variable Found to flag when found (1)
Post/pre condition loop iterate through the file (1)
Test for EQOF or “found’ (1)
Note: These must follow some correct logic to score ...

Output ‘No discount on this date’ and Output 'This is a discount date’) (1)
Output (when date not found) ‘Date not found’ (1)
Accept ‘any’ identifier names [max 7]

@ PAST PAPERS
INSIDE

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer SC|ence 9608



Paper 2

Example candidate response — high

The following incomplete pseudocode creates the text file DISCOUNT_DATES.

Complete the pseudocode.

OPENFILE "DISCOUNT DATES" FOR Wfltﬁ.
INPUT i“%‘ﬁbm’(&

WHILE HNextDate <>"XXX"

INPUT Discount
UNQMM ..... = CONCAT (NextDate, " ", Discount)

WRITEFILE "DISCOUNT DATES", NextLine

INFUT HextDate
B N S T || B =S

QUTPUT "File now created"

CLOSEFILE [4]
(e) The DISCOUNT_DATES lext file is successfully created.

The company now wants a program to:

* key in a date entered by the user

« search the text filz for this date

= if found, output one of the following messages:
o “No discount on this date”
o “Thisis a discount date”

*  |f not found, cutput “Date not found”

(i} Add 1o the identifier table to show the variables you need for this new program.

Identifier Data type Descripticn
DISCOUNT DATES FILE Text file to be used '
gf DistountaDoker FALE Dpen %‘.L&?’F:ﬂ;ﬂﬂ th_glnﬁ yabdL
Dake S'\'ﬁh!} Dale enlersd bj e

_Ema,a Boslran To lnoib doke w Fovnd S Blg o nok.
ldate dicroont R\"‘n"'lnﬁ one Une vead Hom fle

_Lgn_&“ﬂ lw"rr_zw Lm'ng‘h-. e Sh‘lﬂ% d-a«-tl‘d:htnuwk —
Discounk Sh'tnﬁ Distounak's shpte &om dakediscoomk
Daky caved i eaer |dade frpen “date dintamc” -

[3]
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Paper 2
Example candidate response — high, continued

{ii) White the program code.
Da not include any declaration or comment stalements for the variables used.
Programming language ....... N . JUah . Badic. ..
S Dictoonk . Dabﬂs JO:FILE. OPEN T{; XT, (“ D’I.QCMNT DATE'L {-ﬂ-ﬁ
LoBole.sanifeling. (O Enden Dake!) o S

nggamﬂevmm

{-3'65 meL NDT srﬁmmr.am Elz I’&Fh“i ;&ND
...... ST L W = o I S
Hake Atk console. vea dils |

L‘-A{\%h’\ Lem . dazb-ﬂlrt%ffwnk)

‘

Endil
EPL&N'NL’L N
NE Eamd s 1 V... IHE,N
8 ST 51T e
_Lovasle. wﬂhbrt{ C Fua W..a. dwtﬁhﬁk'dal') |

o L

Cmmlt mr‘shhm. C N 0 Mm.mt...ﬁn..’dm..dab“)
B

ELS?. s -
f.@MMe, m.lnb:.hm {-“ Dﬂﬂ- m:l: four\cit}
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — high

Part (d) is a sound answer with the candidate understanding the use of a file for reading data from it. The
candidate has ‘made up’ their own identifier name on line 5. This was not necessary as it can be deduced
from the statement given on the next line. This is a good example where the best prepared candidates will
have been those who had been exposed by their teacher to the pre-release materials with the CONCAT
function being covered.

The intention for the final part (e) was to get the candidate to consider — before attempting to write any code
— what variables would be needed for the task. This is a sound answer with the candidate using (mostly)
appropriate identifier names, the correct data type and a clear description. Date as an identifier name was
not considered appropriate.

This is an excellent answer for the program code. All aspects of the task have been correctly designed and
coded. The candidate clearly has ‘looked back’ to the answers they gave for part (i) and used the same
identifiers in the code for part (ii).

Marks awarded for part (d) = 3/4
Marks awarded for part (e) = (i) 3/3, (ii) 7/7

Total marks awarded = 13 out of 14
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Example candidate response — middle

The following incomplete pseudocode creates the text file DISCOUNT_DATES.
Complste the pseudocode.

OPEWFILE "DISCOUNT DATES" FOR ... ng[D

- Neik Dﬂi’.&

_,;n t.—."..:- ‘nh;: -:-_ Ll -.
i W r.u-'
INPUT ......dfB A O AR

WHILE MNextDate <>"XXX"
INPUT Discount
______________________________________ = CONCAT(MextDate, " ", Discount)
WRITEFILE "DISCOUNT DATES", NextLine
INPUT NextDate
N ENDWHLE.......
QUTPUT "File now created"”
CLOSEFILE [4]
g{e} The DISCDEI'HITI_DATES text file is successfully creatsd.

The company now wants a program to:
* key in a date entered by the user
= search the text file for this date
+  if found, output one of the following messages:
o "No discount on this date”
o “This is a discount date”
 + if not found, culput “Date not found"

(i) Add to the identifier table to show the variables you need for this new program.

Identifier Data type Description
DISCOUNT _DATES FILE Text file to be used
GCabeWEYDHE| @
DAY TNTEGER | D @k oF Jode enkered by WSz,

PontH TNTEGER | MO Pavt of dafe gudaed by wsd-
| \ERR TNTEGER | \ov ot of date. gufeed by Vs
FeoNd 200l EAN | Flas e (Edadn madch and fadse vh st
200 Ve TNIEGER | Dow padt-of dutg Sevched in Ge]
9 ot TMIEGRR | Bollonkh pat of-dude Seached To N

2VERL | TNTEGER | Vew 8 mud- o date soached 1nfife.
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Paper 2
Examiner comment — middle

The script has secured half the marks for the file handling pseudocode. Candidates need to be clear about
the difference between opening a file in ‘read’ or ‘write’ mode.

Part (e)(i) shows a good attempt at identifying the data requirements for the task. Year was a questionable
choice for an identifier name but has been given credit.

The candidate has demonstrated some sound understanding of some of the key statements in Visual Basic
— for example, creating a ‘streamreader’ object and the input from the user of the required date. However
this needs to be complemented with the design of the algorithm for the given task.

2/4
(i) 2/3, (i) 3/7

Marks awarded for part (d)
Marks awarded for part (e)

Total marks awarded 7 out of 14
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Example candidate response — low
The following incomplete pseudocode creates the text file DISCOUNT_DATES.

Complete the pseudocode.

OPENFILE "DISCOUNT DATES® FOR ﬂ.Tc:Ec}&
INPUT oo N e

WHILE HextDate <="XXX"
INPUT Discount
= CONCAT(NextDate, " "', Discount)
WRITEFILE "DISCOUNT DATES", NextLine

INFUT NextDate

QUTPFUT "File now created”

CLOSEFILE

(e) The pISCOUNT_DATES text file is successfully created.

The company now wants a program to:

*  key in a date entered by the user

* search the text file for this date

+  if found, ouiput one of the following messages:
o “No discount on this date”
o "This is a discount date”

« if not found, output “Date nc;t found”

() Add to the identifier table to show the variables you need for this new program.

Identifier Data type Description
DISCOUNT_DATES FILE | Text file to be used
T‘iﬁr:muw'l‘_ Beooleor 'a-:. tham o- didcoun®
luput.Dote |~ Stiriaa e dede et to Seorch

(3]

=/

[4]
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Paper 2

Examiner comment — low

The attempt at part (d) shows no awareness of the pseudocode shown in the syllabus for file handling —
section 2.2.3.

In part (e)(i) a good attempt has been made at identifying the data requirements for the task. As the
questions shows a total of three marks, the candidate should have anticipated that at least three variables
would need to be shown for maximum marks.

In part (e)(ii) there is some good evidence of knowledge of the syntax of certain Pascal statements and these
have been credited. However, the candidate needs to appreciate that some of the marks will be awarded for
demonstrating a design that works for the given task.

0/4
(i) 213, (i) 217

Marks awarded for part (d)
Marks awarded for part (e)

Total marks awarded 4 out of 14
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